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Editor’s Note: The Edge is offer-
ing a new feature provided by the 
Watertown East-Wilson Chamber 
of Commerce spotlighting their most 
interesting members throughout the 
year of 2018. We hope you enjoy these 
articles and glean some great informa-
tion about local businesses and indi-
viduals. For this edition, artist Deena 
Dowd is spotlighted.

Photorealistic painter Deena 
Dowd has created works for Joe Jack-
son, Michael Jackson’s father, who 
asked to have a family portrait cre-
ated on a beach. Deena took the job 
when others turned it down because 
they knew it would be a huge chal-
lenge. She met that challenge with 
flying colors and Joe even paid her 
for it. That’s how good she is.

Dowd says, “There is no limit to 
what I can create. What I see I can 
paint: still-life, collectibles, portraits. I even painted a 
dream once. A client came to me with a dream his wife 
kept having of a flower in a window sill. I painted it 
with an Italian countryside with rolling hills and Cy-
prus trees in the background, and she said it was ex-
actly like her dream.” 

She has created many stage sets and has done numer-
ous posters for events. She says she would be glad to 
help Watertown High School with any of their needs 
for their performing arts program.

“I make jewelry, and I built everything for the High-
land Games that were here.” Needless to say, she is a 
woman of many talents.

Dowd is a perpetual organizer. She once read a de-
sign book that told her that creating a work of art is 
like organizing things in a space. “I can’t not organize a 
space,” says Dowd. “All my dresses are symmetrical in 
my closet and my rooms are counter balanced.” 

She only works on commission pieces now, unless 

The Piper & Drummer, oil on canvas, by Deena Dowd.   submitted

Imagine it? Deena can paint it!

See ‘Imagine it?’ on page 2
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something really strikes her to do on her 
own. Of her portraits she says, “I like to 
see the light in their eyes,” and she is able 
to bring them to life on canvas.

Deena Dowd has a twin sister who is 
creative as well. She plays the violin and 
is a fashion designer. 

Dowd and her husband, Tim, live in 
the heart of Watertown and are active 
members of the community. They orga-
nized both the July 4th and Christmas 
parades last year and have signed up 

to do it again this year. They have been 
valuable volunteers throughout the year.

Come to a Business After Hours on 
Thursday, Jan. 25 (rescheduled due to 
this week’s weather) from 6 to 8 p.m. at 
Sun Graphics at 128 Depot Ave. to meet 
Deena Dowd in person. She will be 
honored along with three other Cham-
ber members at the event. Refreshments 
will be served and door prizes will be 
provided. Everyone is welcome.

If you have questions, call the Wa-
tertown East Wilson Chamber office at 
615.237.0270, visit watertowntn.com or 
email chamber@watertown.com.

Great Food! Great Entertainment!
That’s LuLu’s!

6-8 pm
8-10pm

MON & THURS
11 am-8 pm

TUES & WED
11 am - 3 pm

FRI & SAT
11 am - 10 pm

120 East Main St.
Watertown, TN
615-697-2121

Saturdays
Two Sets!

Imagine it?...
continued from page 1

Deena’s portrait of a young girl kissing a frog statue in a garden of flowers and colors 
is filled with sweetness and realism. The photorealistic painter now lives in Watertown 
with her husband, Tim, where they have become active members of the community, 
getting involved in such events as the city’s two annual parades. submitted

While black and white newsprint doesn’t 
do justice to the beautiful colors in Deena 
Dowd’s painting of a flower on a window 
sill from a woman’s dream, you can see 
the dream like quality she has captured. 

615-237-0107

EAST

First Stop for Plumbing
CPVC, PVC, & Pex Pipe & Fittings
Crossover fittings from Sharkbite

(crimp & slip)
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The House of Representatives of-
ficially gaveled into session last week, 
marking the beginning of the second 
half of the 110th General Assembly in 
Tennessee.

As part of the opening week ceremo-
nies, State Rep. Clark Boyd (R-Lebanon) 
took the oath of office and was officially 
sworn into the Tennessee House of Rep-
resentatives. Boyd was recently appoint-
ed to the House by the Wilson County 
Commission to fill the remaining term 
of former State Rep. Mark Pody.

“I am truly honored to be serving the 
people of our community in the Tennes-
see General Assembly,” said Boyd. “We 
have a chance to further set Tennessee 
apart from other states this session, and 
we are all focused on working as hard as 
we can to make our state the best place 

in the nation to live, work, and raise a 
family.”

Clark and his wife Jada have been mar-
ried for 15 years and have two children, 
Wilson and Blair. In addition to many 
other hats that Clark wears, including 
that of a Little League baseball coach and 
Sunday School teacher, he is the owner of 
an insurance agency in Lebanon.

“Clark’s conservative beliefs and small 
business experience will be a true asset 
to the legislature and state of Tennes-
see,” said House Majority Leader Glen 
Casada.

“Congratulations to Clark, his family, 
and his friends as he begins the work of 
advancing his district alongside mem-
bers of the House Republican Caucus,” 
said House Caucus Chairman Ryan 
Williams.

The special election results for State 
Senate District 17 were certified by Gov. 
Bill Haslam and Secretary of State Tre 
Hargett on Jan. 4, making Mark Pody 
(R-Lebanon) the official State Senator 
to represent Cannon, Clay, DeKalb, Ma-
con, Smith and Wilson counties. 

The special election took place on 
Dec.19.  

“Receiving a certificate of election to-
day was a great honor,” said Sen. Pody. “I 
want to thank the people of Senate Dis-
trict 17 for giving me the opportunity to 
represent them in Nashville.”

Pody took a seat among the state’s 33 

state senators in the Capitol as lawmak-
ers reconvened the 2018 session of the 
110th General Assembly.  He formerly 
served as a member of the Tennessee 
House of Representatives, represent-
ing House District 46 for the past seven 
years. Upon the certification of election 
results, Pody remarked, “I am eager to 
get down to official business in the Sen-
ate…as we craft legislation to address 
important issues such as opioid abuse, 
education and job creation, among oth-
er issues.”

Pody has three new committee ap-

Clark Boyd takes the oath of office as the newly appointed Distrct 46 State Rep-
resentative, joined by his children, Wilson and Blair, and wife Jada.     submitted

Tre Hargett, TN Secretary of State; Mark Pody, State Senator District 17 and Gov. 
Bill Haslem during certification of Pody’s election as senator, filling the vacancy 
left by the former Sen. Mae Beavers, who resigned to focus on her campaign for 
governor.              submitted

Boyd sworn in as state representative

Pody election as senator certified

“Ya should have bought it when you saw it!”

WatertownTN.com/Jims

We
Carry

Maine
Pure Maple
Syrup

SNOWSHOES & SLEDS

REMAINING FIESTAWARE AND STEINS - $5 EACH PIECE
Just making sure you’re paying attention - Now come in and Pay me ‘cause I’ve got Great Deals!

This makes 21 years I’ve had a shop in Watertown!

BEFORE I MOVE SALE

RARE WWI TANK
      2-GUN TURRET GLASS CANDY CONTAINER $240

MOVING SHOP
LOCAL

BLACK & WHITE ICE SKATES SALE $15/PAIR

(MMMMMM  MMM, 1 BBMBB 
 M 207 EE   MEMM S .)

CHILD’S LATE 1800S PUSH SLEIGH $300

312 Public Square
Watertown, TN 37184 
   (615) 237-1777 Jim Amero

 Owner/Mile Long Yard Sale Coordinator*8 Days a Week*

See ‘Pody election’ on page 5
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Could it all be over? The merri-
ment and goodwill, songs and laughter 
mocked me as I looked at the Christ-

mas tree still decorated to overflowing 
with ornaments. It stands in stark con-
trast to the coming of another day not 

so filled with happenings.
This date is suffused with 

mundane things like taking 
out the trash, cleaning house 
and going back to work. 
Where did all the hope and 
merriment go or did we just 
create it to fill the expecta-
tions of the holidays?

As I began to take down 
the decorations, I have the 
chance to relive the mo-
ments that made them. I 
look at the handmade tree 
ornaments fashioned four 
decades ago by my children’s hands 
and I celebrate their lives again. I notice 
the trinkets made by friends and neigh-
bors as they tried to make my holiday 
more joyous, reminding me of rela-
tives and community that I have with 
me still, community that survives even 
after festive periods are over.

While I straighten the remaining 

leftovers, nuts and candies, I 
am warmed one more time 
by the goodwill of many 
who contributed so much 
to my Christmas and I be-
come aware that the same 
spirit lasts into today and 
permeates each day of the 
future going into the New 
Year. The feeling of hav-
ing no enemies, holding no 
grudges, keeping no record 
of wrongs, that abides is just 
as joyous as the Christmas 
toast or a Christmas carol.

As I contemplate this gap between 
the everyday and the holiday, I’m left 
with the observation that we have the 
potential to make everyday life just 
as wonderful and exciting as this last 
great time of celebration. We have the 
capacity for turning the everyday into 
the ever more – as in peace for ever-
more.

Thoughts from Life in The Edge

We have the capacity to make everyday life exciting
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Over

By Dr. George
              Robertson

As I sit here in 
my shop to com-
pose this I real-
ize now - I’m the 
longest (I think) 
running antique 
shop here in Wa-
tertown, 21 years 
so far.

I’ve seen them 
come and seen 
them go. Some 
retired, some 
moved, some 
were  a lmost 
forced out of business and some had big 
ideas and some no idea.

I believe with Town Square Antiques 
just closed, you’ll find, or so I hope, one 
maybe two will seek other space on their 
own in the near future. I know they al-
ready miss their shop. Me, I’ll miss hav-
ing a captive audience at the corner 
of the square, but I’m making lemon-
ade out of lemons as they say. Finish-

ing touches are in the process at 207 E. 
Main St. - my next shop location. We 
purchased the house between our house 
and Jimbo’s old gas station, across from 
Nona Lisa Pizza. Great neighbors if I 
do say so. I’ll fall out of bed and go into 
work. 

Years ago, I had my shop out of my 
front two rooms and the yard of my 
home. That’s where I began 21 years 
ago. How ironic to be headed back to 
the East End.

When they say “What goes around 
tends to come back around,” such is 
the case now as I prepare to make this 
move. I was cleaning out cupboards and 
I came upon copies of the old home-
town newspaper, along with pictures of 
my shop on the East End that doubled 
as my residence. I had forgotten that my 
writings began in this publication years 
ago, from the “East End.” Now, just next 
door to where I began.

The new shop will have plenty of sig-
nage to direct you, the public, to Jim’ 

Antiques. And my payment is less than 
my rent went to. I 
think I have a great 
following, so I’m 
making lemonade 
from lemons.

As I write this, we 
have windows to 
put in and paint to 
put down on all new 
flooring. Then I hope 
to start the move 
to 207 E. Main. My 
project manager (My 
Mary), I’m sure will 
give the OK to fill it ASAP.

Once I get things settled in, I’ll have 
an open house for the public.

I’ll still have sales and a large front 
yard to display large and unusual items 
such as large art pieces, rail carts, lawn 
furniture, cement statuary, patio sets 
and so forth. And there’s a galley kitchen 
inside that I’m looking forward to using 
to set up my kitchen items all together. 

The rest of the downstairs rooms and 
the porch will be great 
places to tempt shop-
pers with great items at 
reasonable (as always) 
prices. I still plan on 
being open “8 days a 
week.” I look forward 
to this challenge of the 
New Year, continuing 
my commitment to our 
Watertown Chamber 
and the city I so love. 

Keep on the lookout 
for my signage to draw 

you down to east of the square for stuff 
you didn’t know you wanted at prices 
you can afford within the next few 
weeks.

“If it’s to be, it’s up to me!”
Thanks everyone.
Hope to see you soon from “East of 

the Square.” Soon, folks, soon.
~ Mr. Jim, Jim’s Antiques and

Mile Long Yard Sale Coordinator

Jim soon heading to new location, still in Watertown
Owner of 21-year-old antique shop preps house for relocation in near future

Around

By Jim Amero

‘As I write this, we have 
windows to put in and 
paint to put down on 

all new flooring. Then I 
hope to start the move 

to 207 E. Main.’
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The Pavilion Senior Living at Carthage

www.ThePavilionSeniorLiving.com

Our specialized memory care neighborhood offers a
safe and social environment, with peace of mind.

innovative design details meet all the comforts
of home, and our compassionate team
of caregivers offer person-centered care
around the clock.

Alzheimer’s & Dementia Care
at Rutherford Circle is where

Rutherford Circle
at The Pavilion
Senior Living
at Carthage

Has Open Units,
Now Available.

Randy Lamberson
807 East Main St.
Watertown, TN 37184
www.heatandcooltn.com

pointments in the Senate, including a 
leadership role as vice-chairman of the 
Senate Energy, Agriculture and Natural 
Resources Committee.

Lt. Gov. Randy McNally (R-Oak 
Ridge) announced this vice-chairman-
ship appointment, in addition to his 
appointment to the Transportation and 
Safety Committee, and the Government 
Operations Committee. 

“Sen. Pody has significant legislative 
experience from his time in the House,” 
said McNally. “I look forward to him 
hitting the ground running with these 
new assignments.”

The Senate Energy, Agriculture and 
Natural Resources Committee’s scope 
includes review of legislation pertain-
ing to Tennessee’s hunting and fishing 
laws, state parks, energy conservation, 
agriculture, preservation of natural re-
sources and fostering the state’s tourism 
industry.

The Senate Transportation and Safety 

Committee is responsible for highways, 
roads and bridges; railroads; air, bus 
and vehicular transportation; rules and 
regulations for highways, and facilities 
in connection with and navigation of 
waterways, lakes and streams; and the 
Department of Safety. 

The Senate Government Operations 
Committee is generally perceived as 
one of the most powerful in the Gen-
eral Assembly as it oversees legisla-
tion to create, reauthorize, reorganize 
or sunset departments, commissions, 
boards, agencies or councils of state 
government.  The Committee also 
hears bills regarding licensing and/or 
certification of occupational and/or 
professional groups and reviews regu-
lations promulgated by all Tennessee 
departments, commissions, boards or 
agencies.

“I am honored to serve on these Sen-
ate committees this session,” said Sen. 
Pody. “The committee process is an im-
portant part in passing legislation, and 
I will work to represent the counties of 
Cannon, Clay, DeKalb, Macon, Smith 
and Wilson well in these committees.”

Pody election...
continued from page 3
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Bessie Mai Carter 
Bessie Mai Carter, age 85, of Water-

town, died Friday evening, Jan. 12, 2018 
at Tennova Health-
care in Lebanon.

Born April 22, 1932, 
she was the daughter 
of the late Robert and 
Josie Mai Davenport 
and was preceded 
in death by her hus-
band, Willie B. “Blue” 
Carter in 2003.

Bessie is survived by her children, 
Sherry (James) Waddle of Oliver 
Springs, Sandra Kent of Watertown, 
Richard (Teresa) Carter of Watertown; 
grandsons, James (Felisha) Waddle and 
Jeremy Kent, Blake Carter; great grand-
daughter, Brylee Bass; sisters, Reba Pat-
ton and Bonnie Crenshaw; brother, 
David Davenport; nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by a sis-
ter, Margaret Ann and brothers, John, 
Jack, Earl, Billy, William and Donnie 
Davenport.

Funeral services were at 11 a.m. Mon-
day, Jan. 15, 2018, at Hunter Funeral 
Home with Bro. Gary Rickman officiat-
ing. Pallbearers: Joey Patton, Wendell 
and Anthony Barrett, Patrick and Randy 
Crook, Dewayne Lindsey. Interment was 
at Jones Hill Cemetery. Hunter Funeral 
Home 615.237.9318.

Jerry Ferrell 
Jerry Lane Ferrell, age 72, of Water-

town, died Thursday evening, Jan. 11, at 
his residence.

Born Oct. 1, 1945, 
he was the son of the 
late Fred and Dovie 
Hale Ferrell and was 
preceded in death by 
sisters, Dot Judkins, 
Jean Jones and Juan-
ita Ferrell; brothers, 
Bill and Donald Fer-
rell. Jerry was a former Lebanon Police 
Officer and co-owner of Super Burger 
and Scotties Restaurants.

He is survived by his son, Mark (Jo-
anna) Ferrell of Smyrna; daughter, 
Cathy (B.J.) Booth of Lebanon; grand-
son, Tucker Wayne Day; brothers and 

sisters, Jim (Sandra) Ferrell, Cynthia 
Vaughn, Roger Ferrell, Debbie Webber, 
Pat Ferrell; brother-in-law, Shirley Jud-
kins; nieces and nephews.

Memorial services were held at 3 
p.m. Monday, Jan. 15, 2018 at Hunter 
Funeral Home. Hunter Funeral Home 
615.237.9318.

Nancy Macon 
Nancy Beth Macon, age 97, of Leba-

non, died Wednesday afternoon, Jan. 10, 
2018 at Quality Care Health Center.

Born Jan. 17, 1920, she was the daugh-
ter of the late Lillard and Clayra Floyd 
Oakley and was preceded in death by her 
husband, John Richard “Dick” Macon in 
1988; great grandson, Carl Macon Eu-
bank and a sister, Helen Beard.

Most people of Wilson County re-
member Nancy as 
Dr. Turner’s nurse at 
McFarland Hospital 
for 14 years. Earlier 
she had received a 
high school diploma 
from Watertown High 
School and a nursing 
degree at the McFar-
land Hospital’s School 
of Nursing. After Dr. 
Turner’s move to Nashville, Nancy be-
came a secretary/bookkeeper for the 
Wilson County Road Commission. She 
retired in 1985. Although, at the death 
of her husband, a commissioner for 
Wilson County, Nancy was selected to 
fill out the remainder of Mr. Macon’s 
term in 1988. But her life of service did 
not stop. She moved from Commerce to 
Lebanon where she joined, served and 
worked with ministry committees at 
College Hills Church of Christ as a de-
voted member. As her family grew with 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren, 

she loved for them to come and “play” 
with her. She did find time to travel with 
her friends on bus trips. Nancy was full 
of wisdom and was a mentor to all her 
family. An example of Christian prin-
ciples and love.

She is survived by her children, John 
Richard Macon, Jr. and his wife, Donna 
of Lebanon, Linda Beth Evins of Leba-
non, Melanee Sullins and her husband, 
Dr. Jerry Sullins of Hendersonville; 
grandchildren, Suzanne (Dewayne) 
Eubank, Leabeth (Steven) Pack, Richie 
(Gwynne) Macon, Linda Beth Evins, Jay 
Parkerson, Phil (Tracy) Parkerson, Dr. 
Shea (Andrea) Sullins, Stacey (Dr. Brad) 
Greives; 12 great grandchildren; and sis-
ter, Dorothy Bryan of Maryland.

The family would like to applaud the 
caretaker’s at Quality Nursing Home, 
who wonderfully watched over Nancy in 
these last five years. Thank you to all the 
visitors who passed their time with her. 
A memorial service to celebrate Nancy’s 
life will be announced at a later date. 
Hunter Funeral Home 615.237.9318.

Harold Stephen Traughber
Harold Stephen Traughber, age 68, of 

Watertown, died Friday morning, Jan. 5, 
2018 at his residence.

Born June 17, 1949 in Springfield, 
Steve was preceded in death by his 
mother, Daisy Mae Lee Traughber and 
brothers, Stonie and Pat Traughber. 

He is survived by his son, Jeremy 
Traughber and his wife, Wendy; grand-
children, Caleb and Garrett Traughber, 
all of Cookeville; father, Harold Traugh-
ber and brothers, Michael and Ricky 
Traughber, all of Cedar Hill. A memo-
rial service will be held at a later date. 
Hunter Funeral Home 615.237.9318.

The Edge Obituaries

Carter

Ferrell

Macon

Obituaries continue on page 7

www.WatertownFlowerShop.com
412 Public Square  Watertown, TN
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Dorothy Davis 
Dorothy Dean Davis, age 78, of Wa-

tertown, died Saturday evening, Jan. 6, 
2018 at Tennova Healthcare in Lebanon.

Dorothy was born 
Sept. 23, 1939, daugh-
ter of the late Valter 
and Eliza Ashford 
Anderson. She was 
preceded in death by 
her husband, Ralph B. 
Davis; son Ricky Lynn 
Davis and a brother, 
T.J. Anderson. Doro-
thy was a retired cafeteria worker and 
custodian at Watertown Elementary 
School.

She is survived by her son, Jimmy 
Davis and his wife, Judy of Watertown; 
grandchildren, Amanda (Jacob) Oliver 
of Watertown and Aaron (Beth) Monroe 
of Norene; great grandchildren, Tyler, 
Hannah, Brook, Emma and Jonathan; 
sisters, Frances Smith of Lebanon and 
Annie Ashford of Watertown; brothers, 
Billy (Mollie) Anderson of Watertown 
and Wayne Anderson of Alexandria; 
nieces and nephews

Funeral services were at 1 p.m. Tues-
day, Jan. 9, 2018 at Hunter Funeral Home 
with Bro. David Lawson and Bro. John 
Lee officiating. Pallbearers: Aaron Mon-
roe, Jacob Oliver, Jason and Chris An-
derson, Randy Anderson, Bobby Smith. 
Interment was at Jones Hill Cemetery. 
Hunter Funeral Home 615.237.9318.

The square at Watertown is buzzing 
with excitement. The Valentine Train 
is coming to town on Saturday, Feb. 10, 
with a full load of anxious couples. 

“Watertown is for Lovers,” is our theme 
for the month,” says Vickie Frazier, Presi-
dent of the Watertown East Wilson Cham-
ber of Commerce.  “We will have official 
ceremonies on the square for anyone who 
wants to renew their wedding vows.”

Taylor Wood of Foul Vows Wedding 
Services will officiate the ceremonies dur-
ing the day beginning at 10 a.m. Profes-
sional photographers will be on hand to 
capture the special moments. There is no 
cost for the ceremony and no couple will 
be turned away. Donations are accepted.

Stroll the shops on the square. Visit 
the Historic buildings and quaint busi-
nesses. Enjoy a nice lunch at one of the 

specialized restaurants or just sit on a 
bench and take it all in.

Local artists will display their works 
in some of the buildings, antique stores 
will be open to browse and the insur-
ance office has an art gallery in it to visit.

Come share in the romance of the day. 
If you have questions call the Chamber 
office at 615.237.0270, visit watertowntn.
com or email chamber@watertown.com.

Wilson County Mayor Randall Hutto, second from left, back row, with other 
recipients of the certified public administrator designation. Hutto received 
the designation at a Capstone event in 2017. Candidates must complete 
80 credit hours in the County Officials Certificate Training Program to earn 
the designation. The program is administered by the UT County Technical 
Assistance Service and is available to every county official and county 
employee in the state. Each course is designed to aid county government 
officials in performing their jobs and efficiently administering county ser-
vices. Classroom topics include ethics, fire insurance ratings, finance, 
records management, proactive leadership and information technology 
proficiency.      photo submitted

The Edge Obituaries

Davis
Hutto certified as public administrator

Renewal of vows open to all on square in 
Watertown Saturday, Feb. 10 as train visits

Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is 
good! For His mercy endures forever.
Let the redeemed of the Lord say so,

Whom He has redeemed from the hand
of the enemy, And gathered out of the 
lands, From the east and from the west,

From the north and from the south.
They wandered in the wilderness in a 
desolate way; They found no city to

dwell in. Hungry and thirsty, Their soul 
fainted in them. Then they cried out to 
the Lord in their trouble, And He deliv-

ered them out of their distresses. And He 
led them forth by the right way, That
they might go to a city for a dwelling 

place. Oh, that men would give thanks 
to the Lord for His goodness, And for His 
wonderful works to the children of men! 
For He satisfies the longing soul, And fills 

the hungry soul with goodness.
Psalm 107:1-9 NKJV

HOME  AUTO  LIFE  COMMERCIAL
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT
OR ADVANTAGE PLANS

We can often save our clients 30%-40% on 
          current insurance costs.

There is an art to doing insurance right and we 
have 14 years experience to know what that is.

     We take the time to let you
  know what your policy means

   by reviewing it with you. 
    And when you have a
    claim, we will help you
   through the process.

GET A FREE QUOTE TODAY!

MORE CHOICES  LESS COST

615.697.5066
call us today or visit our website to learn more

www.ArtizanInsurance.com
Insurance@ArtizanInsurance.com

214 PUBLIC SQUARE  WATERTOWN

Offering premium yet affordable
insurance plans from 30

of the top providers in the country.
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The house smells so good from the gin-
gerbread loaf baking in the oven. Since we 
have over-indulged, battled a virus and 
suffered hints of the flu already, ginger is 
the “go to” for relief for the tummy. 

Ginger (ZINgiber officinale) is the rhi-
zome of a perennial plant. The rhizome 
is the thick stem of a plant, growing un-
derground. A relative, turmeric (Indian 
ginger), also has a nice strong flavor, but is 
used more for its yellow color. Cardamom 
is also in the same family.

Although research says that ginger can 
be grown outdoors in our zone 7, I don’t 
see anything but wild ginger actually 
growing here. Asarum canadense, wild 
ginger, is found throughout the eastern 
half of the United States, and is used in 
landscapes as a shade groundcover. 

No matter if we can’t grow it here, be-
cause you can find edible ginger root in 
the produce section of most groceries, 
along with the powdered, pickled and 
candied forms. Currently, India and Chi-
na produce most of the world’s ginger be-
cause it grows best in warm, damp areas. 
The Netherlands grow ginger also, with 
Europe as it target market for ginger juice.

Ginger has a long history of its cooking 
and medicinal uses. There is gingerbread, 
ginger ale, ginger cookies, gingerbread 
houses, ginger tea and simple ginger root 
sliced to flavor stir fry. 

In ancient Greece, feasters ate ginger 
wrapped in bread for stomach relief after 
a big meal. Later ginger bread came to 
mean the dark, dense, molasses or honey 
sweetened loaf that is in my oven now. I 
found a recipe for Mary Ball Washington’s 
(George’s mother) ginger bread recipe 
from 1784. It is basically the same as the 

recipe I use from Waybury Inn, Vermont 
(the setting façade for the old Newhart 
show’s Stratford Inn), except Mrs. Wash-
ington used coffee instead of boiling water. 

Chinese sailors used ginger to combat 
seasickness. Ginger ale can be so comfort-
ing when recuperating from illness: light 
and sparkly and sweet. According to Huff-
ingtonpost.com “Ginger ale was purport-
ed to be first invented in 1851 in Ireland (a 
yeasty ginger beverage), but modern-style 
ginger ale came later in 1907 when Ca-
nadian John McLaughlin invented what 
eventually became Canada Dry.” That 
same report noted that ginger ale mak-
ers do not tout a health claim because of 
all the food/beverage regulations; instead 
they market the drink’s “freshness”.

It’s the season, too, for gingerbread 
cookies. Gingerbread men are fun to 
make, but gingersnaps are faster and you 
don’t have to worry about “biting some-

body’s head off”! The gingerbread house is 
credited to the Germans, possibly inspired 
by the Hansel and Gretel fairy tale. 

Right now though, I just need a cup of 
ginger tea for my poor stomach, please.

Ginger the ‘go to’ for medicinal relief for centuries

Wilson fares well on statewide education report card

Auntie E’s
The Gardener’s Edge

Ginger has a long history of its cook-
ing and medicinal uses. There is gin-
gerbread, ginger ale, ginger cookies, 
gingerbread houses, ginger tea and 
simple ginger root sliced to flavor stir 
fry.   photo submitted

The Tennessee Department of Educa-
tion released their statewide report card 
for the 2016-2017 school year earlier 
this month.

Students in Wilson County contin-
ue to make gains in both growth and 
achievement, despite the recent over-
haul of statewide assessments.  

Wilson County Director of Schools 
Dr. Donna Wright says she’s not only 

encouraged by the results, but eager to 
see where we go from here.

“When you think about it, last spring 
was the first time students in grades 3-8 
had ever taken the TNReady assessment. 
It’ll be very telling to see where we are a 
year from now. We anticipate the scores 
to continue rising, once our teachers 
and students get more and more accli-
mated with the new state standards and 

test format,” Wright said.
During the 2015-2016 calendar year, 

only high school students were able to 
participate in TNReady assessments, 
due to a problem with the previous ven-
dor.

The report card also measures a num-
ber of other important statistics within 
each district, such as attendance, gradu-
ation rates, and ACT scores. Wilson 
County remains one of the top perform-
ing districts in the state, with a gradu-
ation rate of 96.2 percent, and an ACT 
composite score of 21. More than half 
the students who graduated from a Wil-
son County high school last year met 

the eligibility requirements to receive a 
HOPE scholarship.

Wilson County’s TVAAS composite is 
at a Level 3, which indicates that Wilson 
County is making expected growth in all 
content areas. This is an increase from 
the previous year, in which the district 
received a level 1. In TVAAS numeracy, 
the district received a level 5, which is 
the highest possible score. The district 
continues to exceed state averages for 
achievement, in all subject areas.  

To view the entire state report card, 
go to the following link: https://www.
measuretn.gov:444/ReportCard/Main/
CurrentReportCard#/

(615) 444-2525
1411 West Main

Lebanon, TN 37087

“We Keep’em Running”

LEBANON APPLIANCE
Sales, Parts & Repair Center
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The community is invited to come meet 
members of the Watertown Chamber of 
Commerce and enjoy refreshments and min-
gling on Thursday, Jan. 25 from 6 to 8 p.m. 
The event will take place at Sun Graphics 
Signs on Depot St. in Watertown. Originally 
scheduled for Jan. 18, the event is postponed 
for a week due to icy road conditions and ex-
treme cold weather.

or drop in for a visit at 900 Coles Ferry Pike in Lebanon
615-443-7929

Housekeeping Service
Activities Program:

Days-Evenings-Weekends
Van for off-campus activities

Respite Care

RN & LPNs on Duty 
Social Events

Nutritious Meals
Private or Short Term Apartments

GRACIOUS LIVING with PEACE OF MIND...

Call Jennifer Bradshaw for a tour!

WATERTOWN’S HOMETOWN GIRL

12/10/00
~ 01/26/17

IN LOVING MEMORY OF KATIE WILSON

Action from Watertown High versus 
Nolensville on Jan. 5. Both teams suf-
fered tough losses. Clockwise from 
left: #14 Emma Christiensen; #2 Jared 
Tomson; #5 Griffin Creswell; #11 Britt-
ni Allison.

photos by
 Wayne Reeder

Photography

Watertown Chamber reschedules 
Business After Hours to Jan. 25

WHS sports action



10    The Edge * Thursday, January 18, 2018

Mid-South Livestock, Unionville, TN
Weighted Average Report for Monday, Jan. 15

Cattle Receipts: 682. Last week: 1502. Last year: 
1566. Compared to last week, Feeder Steers/Bulls 
mostly steady to 4.00 higher with instances of 8.00 
higher; Feeder Heifers mostly steady to 2.00 higher 
with instances of 5.00 higher; Slaughter Cows 3.00-
5.00 higher; Slaughter Bulls 3.00-5.00 higher. Feeder: 
598. Slaughter: 61. Replacement: 23. Slaughter cows 
made up 9 percent of the offering, slaughter bulls 2 
percent, and feeders 89 percent. The feeder supply 
included 34 percent steers, 44 percent heifers, and 22 
percent bulls. Near 43 percent of the run weighed over 
600 lbs.

Please Note: The below USDA LPGMN price report is 
reflective of the majority of classes and grades of livestock 
offered for sale. There may be instances where some sales 
do not fit within reporting guidelines and therefore will not 
be included in the report. Prices are reported on a per cwt 
basis, unless otherwise noted.
Head   Wt Range   Avg Wt    Price Range   Avg Price
Feeder Steers                Medium and Large 1 - 2
 5    315-340    329    170.00-185.00     179.07
 6    350-395    380    174.00-184.00     179.93
 6    415-425    422    170.00-180.00     174.69

11   480-495    484    161.00-170.00     166.88
22   500-545    526    152.00-163.00     159.17
22   555-595    576    144.00-158.00     151.15
24   600-645    619    137.00-147.50     143.77
18   650-685    675    137.50-143.00     140.69
13   705-743    725    128.50-136.00     132.83
12   750-790    766    126.00-134.00     131.77
 1    865-865    865       128.00         128.00
 1    940-940    940       118.00         118.00
 1    960-960    960       117.00         117.00
 1   1045-1045  1045       105.00         105.00
 1   1090-1090  1090       108.00         108.00
                             Small 1 - 2
 1    705-705    705       113.00         113.00
 1    775-775    775       120.00         120.00
                             Medium and Large 2 - 3
 2    325-330    328       145.00         145.00
 5    378-390    381    140.00-160.00     148.03
 2    470-485    478    148.00-152.00     149.97
 3    515-540    525    144.00-148.00     145.66
 2    560-585    573    137.00-140.00     138.53
 3    680-690    685    128.00-132.50     129.99
Feeder Heifers                Medium and Large 1 - 2
 3    265-290    280    134.00-140.00     137.27
 3    315-335    323    140.00-144.00     142.36
 9    350-398    377    149.00-157.00     153.66
14   400-445    425    139.00-150.00     145.04
28   450-490    476    134.00-144.00     139.06

22   500-545    515    130.00-141.00     135.64
 1    515-515    515       145.00         145.00   Fancy
26   550-595    577    125.00-134.00     130.03
21   600-640    619    125.00-135.00     132.33
26   650-695    680    124.00-134.00     129.96
13   700-740    725    121.00-128.00     124.82
 3    700-700    700       132.00         132.00   Value Added
 9    750-795    779    115.00-125.00     120.82
 4    805-845    828    108.00-116.00     111.98
 3    850-880    862    110.00-115.00     111.64
 2    955-980    968     91.00-101.00      95.94
                             Medium and Large 2 - 3
 3    350-385    363    136.00-140.00     137.95
 5    415-440    426    120.00-134.00     128.41
 3    465-480    472    130.00-131.00     130.67
 6    500-543    519    125.00-127.00     126.19
 1    590-590    590       122.00         122.00
 1    630-630    630       123.50         123.50
Feeder Bulls                Medium and Large 1 - 2
 8    405-445    425    167.00-178.00     172.97
11   450-495    469    150.00-160.00     155.75
11   500-535    516    140.00-151.00     147.08
13   555-590    573    134.00-145.00     140.37
13   600-635    614    127.00-138.50     133.83
12   650-695    668    123.00-134.50     131.38
 3    700-705    702    124.50-129.00     126.01
 6    755-770    760    120.50-126.00     122.35
 5    815-823    821    110.00-115.50     114.41

 1    850-850    850       114.00         114.00
                             Small 1 - 2
 1    535-535    535       131.00         131.00
                             Medium and Large 2 - 3
 4    420-445    430    145.00-158.00     151.20
 5    460-495    477    130.00-146.00     138.55
 4    532-545    535       135.00         135.00
 2    580-590    585    130.00-132.00     131.01
 4    615-640    631    120.00-126.00     122.25
 1    675-675    675       118.00         118.00
Slaughter Cows                Breaker 70-80% Lean
 1   1360-1360  1360        53.50          53.50
 2   1445-1525  1485     50.00-53.00       51.46
                               Boner 80-85% Lean
12   995-1380  1201     51.00-57.00       54.57
 1    945-945    945        49.00          49.00   Low Dressing
 6   1420-1775  1573     52.00-56.00    54.27
 4   1455-1655  1546     59.00-65.50    61.79 High Dressing
                                Lean 85-90% Lean
18    865-1325  1105     43.00-54.00       48.73
 4   1085-1370  1180        42.00          42.00 Low Dressing
 1   1420-1420  1420        51.00          51.00
Slaughter Bulls                Yield Grade 1
 1   1405-1405  1405        78.00          78.00
 5   1595-2380  1935     70.00-78.00    73.72
 2   1750-1945  1848     80.00-80.50    80.24 High Dressing
 1   1905-1905  1905        65.50          65.50 Low Dressing
Source: TN Dept of Ag-USDA Market News Service, Nashville, TN

Livestock Market

Mid-South Livestock
Center, LLC

midsouthlivestock.com
Cattle Sale

Mondays 11:00 am
Receiving Cattle

Sunday 1-6pm
& Monday 7 am

(931) 294-5101Bill McKee
(615) 308-9035

Tommy Burgess
(615) 533-8518

3849 Hwy. 41-A North . Unionville, TN 37180

Plants have many benefits both win-
ter and summer. The following article 
appeared in the UT Gardens recent 
newsletter. If you would like a list of 
suggested indoor plants, please contact 
your Extension Office.

Psychologists say the weeks follow-
ing the holidays can be a very depress-
ing time of year, even for the healthiest 
among us. Keep the “blues” at bay this 
winter by surrounding yourself with 

lush and beautiful house plants. No 
kidding, indoor plants can really chase 
the blues away. Not only do they filter 
the air we breathe, making our interior 
environments healthier, but they can 
improve your mood and productivity. 
Studies show that just four minutes of 
viewing plants, indoors or out, reduces 
blood pressure, respiration rate, and 
the production of stress hormones and 
mood improves.

If you think you don’t have enough 
natural light indoors to grow plants, 
think again. And why not select double-
duty foliage plants; those that require 

low light but are also the best for filtering 
indoor air. NASA scientists have discov-
ered some plants can help remove form-
aldehyde and other impurities in your 
home for a safer, cleaner atmosphere. 
For the best results, put as many plants 
as you can care for in the rooms you use 
most, says environmental scientist Dr. 
Bill Wolverton. He recommends at least 
two plants (in 10- to 12-inch pots) per 
100 square feet of space.

Proper watering is the key to a plant’s 
wintertime survival. Decreased light 
levels during this season make plants 
less thirsty for water than during the 

brighter seasons of the year, Overwater-
ing is the number one reason why most 
houseplants die.

Rather than watering on a weekly 
schedule, check the soil color. Moist 
soil looks like dark chocolate, while dry 
soil appears the color of milk chocolate. 
If unsure about the soil condition, test 
the soil with a pencil to determine if it 
is dry. If soil sticks to the pencil when 
it is inserted several inches into the pot, 
then the soil is moist enough and do 
not water. If the pencil comes out clean, 
then it’s time to give the plant a drink. 

By Ruth Correll, Agricultural Agent
UT/TSU Extension, Wilson County

acorrell@utk.edu

The Agricultural Edge
Indoor plants great prescription for fighting winter blues

See ‘Indoor plants’ on page 11
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With the 2017/2018 deer season over and hunting 
season starting to wind to a close, we can once again 
start focusing our energy on coyotes and predator hunt-
ing. What better way to help out our local deer popula-
tion and our spring fawns than by killing coyotes and 
other predators that prey on our deer and other small 
game. January and February are great times to give 
predator hunting - more specifically predator hunting 
competitions - a shot. A predator hunting competition is 
a pretty exciting and fast-paced way to kill a weekend 
and possibly make a little money or win some cool 
prizes while doing something we love to do. By Janu-
ary, Facebook is usually flood with local or regional
predator hunting competitions with some really good ones happening in our area. My favorite is the Ca-
moBoy Outdoors Predator Hunt. I personally put the first hunt on last year and we had a great turnout for 
the one-day hunt. This year we will have the 2nd Annual Camoboy Outdoors Predator Hunt on Feb. 3 and 
will have a lot of returning sponsors from last year and some great new ones this year. Some of our spon-
sors this year includes FoxPro Game Calls, Federal Premium Ammunition, Buck Knives, Primos, Savage 
Rifles, SKB Cases, and Clint Teasley at Farm Bureau Insurance. Thanks to these sponsors, this year there 
is going to be some really great stuff for everyone and some new categories added. This year I am adding 
a Big Cat prize and a Smallest Dog prize. My goal has always been to try to make it fun for everyone, no 
matter if you kill five coyotes or one. I want as many hunters as possible to have a chance at a prize - that 
way it’s more enjoyable for everyone. For the folks who have never hunted a competition or are just get-
ting into it for the first time this year, I get ask a lot how you hunt a competition and what they need to 
know. The key to hunting predator competitions is good calls and quick stands. A 20 to 30 minute stand is 
about the max you want to sit in one spot when hunting a competition. Prior to starting any competition 
my main focus is to devise a game plan and gain access to as many good hunting spots as I can manage to 
get by knocking on doors and talking to farms and people around the areas I am wanting to hunt. I’ve 
found that most farms, when you ask nicely, don’t have a problem letting you come in and coyote hunt. 
Not only are you getting to hunt coyotes, you are doing them a favor as well by getting rid of predators 
that could prey on their livestock. It’s a win-win for everyone! The goal when hunting a competition is to 
keepkeep moving, and to hunt as many stands as possible and kill as many coyotes or predators as you can at 
those stands in a short amount time. I usually hit my stands that I know have a high likelihood of produc-
ing coyotes or bobcats early and hopefully start the competition on a good note with a coyote in the truck 
quick. By doing that, I can also always go back and hit those spots again later in the afternoon or the next 
day, if other stands that I have don’t produce anything. Daylight to dark you just have to stay with it and 
grind it out, and don’t give up. A good productive stand could produce multiple animals at any time, so 
staying with it is the name of the game. The biggest thing is to have fun. At the end of the day, whether 
you kill anything or not, do go to the final check in: I can’t stress this enough - it’s a great way to hear sto-
ries and learn from seasoned predator hunters, other hunters and their experiences. You never know what 
kind of valuable information you might walk away with that will make you a better predator hunter in the 
long run. So come down and get signed up and let’s have a great hunt. Hope to see everyone there, it’s 
guaranteed to be a goodtime.
The Camoboy Outdoor Predator Hunt will be held Feb. 3, 2018 You can sign up at the 204 Fitness Center 
in Watertown. Signup deadline is Feb. 2 at 8 p.m. and check in will be 6 p.m. at the Wilson County Coon 
Club. Get down and make sure you get signed up, There’s guaranteed to be a lot to see!

~ Marc Larese, FoxPro Field Staff

2nd annual Camoboy predator hunt Feb. 3

7-pt. buck
harvested
Shown is a 7-pointer 
Kevin Cripps took at 
the family farm in 
DeKalb County. Kevin 
hunted this deer for 
eight days before get-
ting a shot at him. Pic-
tured with him is his 
son, Levi.
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When watering your plants, be sure to 
wet the entire soil mass, not just the top 
inch. Add water until it comes through 
the drainage hole in the bottom of the 
pot. Discard water that remains beneath 
the pot one hour after watering.

Another way to keep plants vibrant is 
to give them a shower. This is an easy 
way to clean dirt and dust off their fo-
liage and to flush their soil of built-up 
minerals. It’s a good time to inspect the 
foliage for insects as well. Be sure to look 
under the leaves and along the leaf peti-

oles and stems for scale, mealy bug, and 
spider mite insects. None of these pests 
likes water. It is easy and convenient to 
use a removable shower head and its 
hose to spray all the foliage from under-
neath. Good water pressure will literally 
blast some insects away.

If you find insects, you can spray the 
plant with either a mild solution of dish 
detergent and water (1 tsp/gal) or an in-
secticidal soap purchased from a garden 
center. You may also use a sponge or 
rag with either solution and wipe off the 
scale or mealy bug insects and then rinse 
the plant in the shower. The plants seem 
to appreciate a warm-water cleansing 

and they look better with clean, bright 
foliage.

In winter, fertilizer can be too much 
of a good thing for houseplants. While 
light levels are low and plants aren’t as 
thirsty, refrain from feeding your plants. 
Provide liquid fertilizer in March when 
light levels start to increase and the 
plants begin to actively grow. What-
ever fertilizer you select, be sure to fol-
low label directions. When it comes to 
plant food, it is better to be frugal than 
to damage your plants by being too gen-
erous.

Finally, enjoy your houseplants as 
houseplants. Don’t move them outdoors 

for the summer. If you are experiencing 
success with your plants indoors, why 
knock a good thing? Sure, your plants 
will grow more vigorously outdoors, but 
many don’t adjust well when they return 
to the interior environment in the fall. 
Besides, they improve the aesthetics and 
can provide a healthier environment t 
inside year-round. So, whatever your 
pleasure try indoor gardening to ward 
off the winter blues.

For more information, contact the 
UT-TSU Extension Office in Wilson 
County at 615.444.9584. You can also 
find us on Facebook or visit our website: 
extension.tennessee.edu/wilson

Indoor plants...
continued from page 10
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Annual State of Wilson County Address
Wilson County Mayor Randall Hutto will present a 

State of the County address, sponsored by the Lebanon 
Wilson County Chamber of Commerce Government Re-
lations Division, on Feb. 7 at 11:30 a.m. at Lebanon Coun-
try Club. $15 per person. Reservations: call 615.444.5503 
or email tonya@lebanonwilsonchamber.com.
Donations sought for senior center event

The Lebanon Senior Citizens Center presents a won-
derful evening of dinner and entertainment every year 
as one of their biggest fundraisers. They will be having 
this grand event on Saturday, Feb. 17 at the Lebanon 
Senior Citizens Center. As part of the event, there will 
be a Silent Auction to raise money. They have already 
sold all of the 200  dinner tickets available. Support the 
Lebanon Senior Citizens Center by donating a nice item 
or a themed basket for bidding. Contact Teresa Botts at 
615.449.4600 or email Teresa@lebanontn.org to make a 
donation.
Master Gardener classes start Feb. 5

The UT/TSU Extension in Wilson County will be 
conducting a Master Gardener Intern Class, Feb 5-April 
16. The class meets Monday nights at the James E. Ward 
Agricultural Center. Pre-registration required. Cost is 
$150 and class size is limited. Info: 615.444.9584. 
Weather postpones Council meeting

Watertown City Council’s regularly schedule Jan. 15 
meeting was canceled due to inclement weather, along 
with the Beer Board meeting. Both will be rescheduled at 
a later date, to be announced. The next regularly sched-
uled of the city council is Tuesday, Feb. 20 at 6 p.m. at 
the Watertown Community Center, 8630 Sparta Pike.
Watertown Volunteer Fire Fish Fry

Watertown Volunteer Fire Department holds a fund-
raising Fish Fry the first Saturday, noon to 8 p.m. at the 
Public Safety Building in Watertown. Next fish fry is 
Saturday, Feb. 3.
Lascassas Fire Department Fish Fry

The Lascassas Volunteer Fire Department Fish Fry is 
held the second Saturday, 4-8 p.m. at the firehall on Las-

cassas Pike. The next fish fry is Feb. 10. 
Wilson County Board of Education

The Wilson County Board of Education will not hold a 
meeting nor a work session in January 2018. There will be 
a work session on Thursday, Feb. 1 at 5 p.m. and a regular 
scheduled board meeting on Monday, Feb. 5 at 6 p.m. at 
the Central Office, 351 Stumpy Lane, Lebanon. Requests 
to “Appear Before the Board” and all other “Agenda” 
items must be submitted no later than 12:00 noon on 
Wednesday, Jan. 17, 2018.
Genealogical ‘Show and Tell’ meeting

Middle TN Genealogical Society’s first bi-monthly 
meeting for 2018 is Jan. 20, 1 p.m. at Tennessee State Li-
brary and Archives, 403 7th Ave. No., Nashville on “An-
cestors, Antiques, and Artifacts!” Anyone with an interest 
in genealogy is welcome. Share your own history by bring-
ing prized photos, artifacts or heirlooms from your an-
cestors.  Participants look forward to this event each year 
and enjoy seeing  photographs, clothing, jewelry, family 
history books or other items that enlighten them about 
your family history. Come early or stay late and do some 
research at TSLA (Saturday hours are 8-4:30).  Additional 
parking is available behind the building and numbered/
reserved spots may be used by visitors on Saturdays. Info: 
visit mtgs.org      
CU women’s volleyball hosting clinic

Cumberland women’s volleyball will host a clinic for 
current high school juniors and seniors (Class of 2018 
and 2019) on Friday, Jan. 26 from 6-8 p.m. Participants 
are encouraged to take part in the University’s Preview 
Day on Saturday, Jan. 27 from 8 a.m.-noon. Clinic cost is 
$40 per player and all positions are encouraged to attend. 
Takes place in the Dallas Floyd Recreation Center. Inter-
ested individuals may sign-up at www.cumberlandcamps.
com. Anyone interested in taking part in the University’s 
Preview Day on Jan. 27 may sign-up at cumberland.edu/
admissions/preview.
Round Lick food pantry 1st, 3rd Wed.

Round Lick Baptist church, Watertown, has a regular food 
pantry the 1st and 3rd Wednesday, 6-6:30 p.m monthly.
Wilson County 911 Board meeting 

The Wilson County 911 Board meets Feb. 12 at 4 p.m. 
at the 911 office, 1611 W. Main St., Lebanon for their 
regular monthly meeting.
Nashville Lawn, Garden Show in March

Nashville Lawn and Garden Show is March 1-4 at The 
Fairgrounds, Nashville. The four-day, indoor Show will 
include live garden displays, lectures, vendors, floral de-
signs, and special programing, including the Tennessee 
Wine Festival on Saturday afternoon. Follow them on so-
cial media or sign up for the newsletter at nashvillelawn-
andgardenshow.com to receive updates. 
CU baseball dinner, auction Feb. 15

Cumberland baseball annual Leadoff Dinner and 
Auction is Feb. 15, 6:30 p.m. in the Benton Jennings 

Center on the CU campus. Includes silent and live auc-
tion of baseball memorabilia and other donated items, 
with all proceeds benefitting the CU baseball program. 
Cost of the event is $25 per person. For more informa-
tion or questions contact head coach Woody Hunt at 
615.547.1366 or email whunt@cumberland.edu.

The Edge Calendar of Events

Specialty Crop Block Grant 
application deadline set

The Tennessee Department of Agriculture is accept-
ing applications for the USDA Specialty Crop Block 
Grant Program. 

“The SCBG program supports Tennessee’s Agricul-
ture economy by providing funds for research, edu-
cation, marketing and innovative projects benefitting 
specialty crop producers statewide,” Commissioner Jai 
Templeton said.

Eligible individuals and organizations must submit 
proposals using the 2018 project template. The tem-
plate and information required to apply are available 
online at https://www.tn.gov/agriculture/businesses/
business-development/ag-businesses-specialty-crop.
html. 

Proposals are due by March 1 and should be submit-
ted by email to tn.scbg@tn.gov. Early submission is 
encouraged.

Proposals are reviewed and ranked according to cri-
teria provided on the website. First-time recipients have 
a funding limit of $25,000.

The Tennessee Department of Agriculture adminis-
ters the grants, which are authorized through the USDA 
and the federal Food, Conservation and Energy Act of 
2008. SCBG funds are granted to enhance production 
and competitiveness of specialty crops, including fruits 
and vegetables, dried fruits, tree nuts, floriculture and 
other nursery crops. 

Universities, institutions, cooperatives, producers, 
and industry or community-based organizations may 
submit a proposal for funding. The program aims to 
support projects that directly affect multiple Tennessee 
producers and have a positive, long-lasting impact on 
Tennessee agriculture. 

For more information about the USDA Specialty 
Crop Block Grant Program, email tn.scbg@tn.gov. 
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The beginning of the year is a great 
time for many people to take stock of 
their financial situations. Many people 
set resolutions to save more, give more, 
or use credit cards less; but for 2018, 
University of Tennessee Extension con-
sumer economist Ann A. Berry sug-
gests making a resolution to organize 
financial records and “get your financial 
house in order.”

According to Berry, “Debit card re-
ceipts, ATM receipts, credit card bills, 
bank statements and canceled checks all 
document where your money goes. But 
they take up precious space in homes, 
and keeping all of these records indefi-
nitely can be unnecessary.”

“Developing a plan for managing fi-
nancial paperwork is vital. This plan 
should prioritize keeping only those 
paper documents that are necessary, 
and keeping them only for the required 

length of time as well,” Berry says. Re-
cords that would be difficult to replace 
should be kept in a fireproof home safe 
or safe deposit box. Being able to access 
records quickly should also be a priority, 
so be sure to keep files organized, either 
physically or electronically.

One of the most important reasons for 
keeping financial records organized is 
that federal tax rules require citizens to 
have receipts and other tax return sup-
port documentation for as long as the 
IRS can assess additional tax. Accord-
ing to FDIC tax policy managers, this is 
up to three years from the date you file 
your return, but it can be six years if the 
IRS suspects you underreported your 
income by more than 25 percent.

Berry outlines a reasonable financial 
record retention schedule below:

*Canceled checks that have no tax 
or other long-term purposes can be 
destroyed after a year. File those that 
support tax returns, such as charitable 
contributions or tax payments, keeping 
them for at least seven years. File and 

keep indefinitely any canceled checks 
and related receipts or documents for a 
home purchase or sale, renovations or 
other improvements to property you 
own. Also keep documentation for any 
non-deductible contributions to an In-
dividual Retirement Account (IRA) in-
definitely.

*ATM, deposit, credit card and debit 
card receipts should be saved until the 
transaction appears on your statement 
and you have verified the accuracy of 
the information. Businesses sometimes 
ask if you want a paper or electronic re-
ceipt, as electronic receipts (including a 
cell phone picture of the receipt) are suf-
ficient for this purpose. 

*Credit card and bank account state-
ments should be saved for one year if 
they have no tax or other long-term sig-
nificance, but file and keep the rest for 
up to seven years.

*Credit card contracts and other loan 
agreements should be kept as long as the 
account is active, in case you have a dis-
pute with your lender over the terms of 

your contract.
*Documentation of your purchase or 

sale of stocks, bonds and other invest-
ments should be retained while you own 
the investment and then seven years 
after that. Berry recommends these re-
cords be kept in a safe deposit box.

Berry also suggests investing in a qual-
ity crosscut shredder, and says bargains 
on these machines can be found at many 
types of stores this time of year. “A 
crosscut shredder slices the paper both 
horizontally and vertically, turning the 
documents into small pieces that are 
harder to put back together. This can 
protect you from identity theft, which 
costs victims an average of $1,343, much 
more than the cost of a shredder,” she 
said. 

Records that should be shredded, not 
just discarded include: 

*Any documents with your social se-
curity number, bank account number or 
credit card number

*Any documents with your signature 
See ‘Examining’ on page 16

Examining best practices for personal financial record keeping

Charlene Robin Vance
Robin@VanceLaw.org

By Shelly Barnes, Family & Consumer Sciences 
UT/TSU Extension, Wilson County

sbarnes@utk.edu
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John Greer State Farm Insurance Agency recogniz-
es Athletes of the Week as of Jan. 6, presenting each 
with a certificate of recognition and a T-shirt. The 
Watertown High Lady Purple Tiger Athletes of the 
Week are McKenna George and Emma Christensen, 
members of the basketball team. McKenna, a junior, 
is a shooting guard and had 26 points, 5 rebounds, 2 
assists and 2 steals in the WHS 53-37 win over Mon-
terey. Emma, a freshman, is a guard and has played 
well this season. She had 17 points, 4 rebounds, 2 
assists and 5 steals in her team’s 67-26 victory over 
Gordonsville on Dec. 18. In top left photo, from left: 

John Greer Jr., Emma, McKenna and Coach Lane 
Price. The Watertown Boys Purple Tiger Athletes of 
The Week are basketball players Preston Tomlinson, 
Aidan Usher and Wrestler Shane Ramsey. Preston 
plays small forward/power forward positions for the 
basketball team. He had several good games over 
the previous weeks and scored 26 points vs. Bled-
soe County, 21 points vs. Macon County on Dec. 28, 
26 points vs. Webb School on Dec. 29 and 34 points 
vs. Nolensville on Jan. 5. Aidan plays PF/center po-
sitions for WHS basketball and had 8 points, 3 re-
bounds and 2 assists against Monterey. His perfor-

mance on the court has been an asset to the team 
this season. In center photo above are: Greer, Aidan, 
Preston and Coach Matt Bradshaw. Shane has been 
a standout wrestler for the Purple Tiger Wrestling 
Team. Shane, a senior has a record of 16-0 in the 
2017-18 school year, undefeated as of the recogni-
tion. He was the 182 pound tournament champion 
at the STB/DCA Invitational, and has earned 96 team 
points thus far in 10 matches and one tournament. 
He displays great leadership as team captain. In top 
right photo are: Greer, Shane and Wrestling Coach 
Hank Miller.          photos submitted

Greer honors recent Watertown High Athletes of the Week

John D. Greer Jr. - Owner/Agent
435 West Main Street

Lebanon, TN 37087
615-444-9043

Cumberland baseball will host its an-
nual Leadoff Dinner and Auction at 6:30 
p.m. on Thursday, Feb. 15 in the Benton 
Jennings Center on the CU campus. The 
evening includes a silent and live auc-
tion of baseball memorabilia as well as 
other donated items, with all proceeds 
benefitting the CU baseball program.

Cumberland will honor two former 
players during this year’s event – Dr. Jon 
Franklin and Tim Hall.

Franklin played at Cumberland 1986-
89 and was the team MVP of the first 
club to reach the NAIA World Series in 
1988. After graduating from CU, he at-
tended Southern College of Optometry 

and in 1994, opened Franklin Family 
Eye Care in Mt. Juliet.

Hall played at Cumberland 1989-91 
and garnered All-America honors dur-
ing the 1990 and 1991 seasons. He was 
selected in the 31st round of the MLB 
Draft by the San Diego Padres and after 
his baseball career ended, took up the 
sport of cycling, starting the program at 
his alma mater. He is currently the head 
coach for cycling at Lee-McRae College 
in Banner Elk, N.C.

Cost is $25 per person. For more in-
formation or questions contact head 
coach Woody Hunt at 615.547.1366 or 
email whunt@cumberland.edu.

Annual baseball dinner, auction Feb. 15
Cumberland University baseball will honor two former standout players - Dr. Jon 
Franklin and Tim Hall - at this year’s Leadoff Dinner and Auction.
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MAINTENANCE PERSON
MAINTENANCE PERSON FOR 
APARTMENT COMPLEXES IN 

CARTHAGE AND ALEXANDRIA.  
MUST HAVE OWN TOOLS. 

30+/- HRS PER WEEK. 
$9.50 TO START

FAX RESUME - (615)529-2907
EMAIL

maplewoodapts1@yahoo.com
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HELP WANTED
2 BR, 1 BA adorable 

cottage on 0.5 acre lot with 
privacy fence, large deck, 

storage building. 
A MUST SEE!

SERVICES

APARTMENTS
CLASSIFIEDS 

Beckwith Apartments
302 Beckwith Avenue  Watertown

“Ah! There is nothing like staying at home, for real comfort.” ~ Jane Austen

BUYING U.S. COINS
2017 SEASON CLOSES DEC. 10.   

Parkland Flea Market, Highway 
231 South. See Gerald at Booth 

16 or call 615.519.7777.  Will 
come to you. Booth open Saturday 

& Sunday.

WANT TO BUY

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Carpentry, Decks, Pressure Wash-
ing, Drywall, Plumbing, Electrical. 
Also specializing in landscaping, 
property maintenance, pond/wa-

terfall design and installation. CDB 
Home Improvement Services, 

Dwayne Binkley, 615-917-4563. 
Free Estimates.   (t12-21)

SERVICES

THE
EDGE
Mailed subscriptions rates
8 issues (16 Weeks) $15
13 issues (26 Weeks) $20        
26 issues (52 Weeks) $30

P.O. Box 152
Watertown TN 

37184
615.618.2184
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Wilson Bank & Trust’s annual home 
show will return to the Wilson County 
Expo Center next month with a vari-
ety of exhibitors ready to help with all 
types of home-related projects.

The Southern Home & Garden Expo 
takes place Friday and Saturday, Feb. 
9-10.  With free admission, the event 
provides access to dozens of Middle 
Tennessee businesses in the home 
improvement industry. Special work-

shops hosted by topical experts will 
also be scheduled in the coming weeks.

Prizes and giveaways with combined 
values of more than $13,000 will be 
awarded to guests at this year’s Expo, 
including:
•	 A	free	barbecue	tool	set	or	garden-

ing tool set for the first 500 visitors on 
Saturday, Feb. 10
•	 A	 $500	 cash	 prize	 and	 a	 65”	 flat	

screen TV from Wilson Bank & Trust

•	 $2,500	 in	 Benjamin	Moore	 paint	
products from Fakes & Hooker
•	 A	$2,500	cement	floor	(500	square	

feet) from AgriKote Protective Coat-
ings

Expo hours are 4 to 8 p.m. on Feb. 9, 
and 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Feb. 10. Limited 
exhibit space is still available.  Home-
related businesses interested in reserv-

ing a booth can contact Becky Jennings 
at 615.443.6635.

WB&T also offers special construc-
tion financing rates that are only 
available during the event. For more 
information about the Southern Home 
& Garden Expo, visit wilsonbank.com/
expo.

Free electronic hearing tests will be given this month for all seniors. 
Hearing Health Center in Lebanon will offer this testing for anyone who 
suspects they are not hearing clearly. Using our video otoscope, we will be 
able to show you the inside of your ear canal. Let’s see if your problem could 
be as simple as too much earwax. We will then give you a full hearing 
evaluation, including speech understanding tests. Your results will be 
explained to you in clear, easy to understand terms and although we
encourage early correction of hearing loss you are under no obligation to encourage early correction of hearing loss you are under no obligation to 
purchase.
 • Approximately 15% of American adults (37.5 million) 18 and over 
     report some trouble hearing.
 • People suffering with Diabetes are four times more likely to develop 
  hearing loss.
 • People with hearing loss wait an average of seven years before 
    seeking help.
 • A 12-year study by Johns Hopkins School of Medicine found that 
  untreated hearing loss increased the risk for dementia.
 • Only one out of every five people who could benefit from a hearing aid
   actually wear one.
Demonstrations of the latest technology in better hearing will be available. Demonstrations of the latest technology in better hearing will be available. 
Hear for yourself how easy it can be to understand clearly again. This is an 
easy and safe way to get the answers to your hearing questions. Hearing 
Health Center has been serving Wilson County over 36 years and prides 
itself on being a great customer service company.

(615)444-5425
1417 W. Baddour Pkwy. Ste. A

Lebanon, TN 37087

Call for your
free hearing
test today!

1417 West Baddour Pkwy. Lebanon, TN 37087
On the grounds of Tennova Healthcare - Lebanon

Don’t miss the most important parts of life.
We can help you hear your best when it

ma�ers the most!

Wilson Bank Southern Home & Garden Expo Feb. 9-10

After a successful first year at the Wilson County Expo Center in 2017, Wil-
son Bank & Trust’s Southern Home & Garden Expo will return to Lebanon on 
Friday and Saturday, Feb. 9-10.  The event offers free access to experts from 
throughout Middle Tennessee in areas like home building, decorating, remod-
eling, financing and more, all under one roof. Shown are youngsters partici-
pating in the Kids Workshop at the 2017 Expo. photo submitted

as identity thieves could use it to falsify 
other documents

*Employer pay stubs
*Monthly bills
*Expired credit cards, driver’s licenses 

or other identification cards
*Prescreened credit card offers
*Explanations of benefits from medi-

cal, dental or vision insurers
*Tax forms that are more than seven 

years old
*Ddocuments with password or PIN
*Any other documents with per-

sonal information you would not want 
a stranger to see to avoid the possibility 
of someone stealing your identity or ac-

cessing your accounts. 
Purchasing a fireproof safe to prevent 

document loss in the case of a disaster is 
also an important step for Tennesseans, 
cautions Berry. These can be purchased 
fairly inexpensively and are well-worth 
the initial investment to protect both 
your important documents and your 
peace of mind. Fireproof safes will pro-
tect documents for most fires, floods 
and tornadoes.

For additional help getting financial 
records and documents in order, see UT 
Extension Publication W223, Important 
Information, on the UT Extension web-
site. 

For more information, contact 
Shelly Barnes at sbarnes@utk.edu or 
615.444.9584.

Examining...
continued from page 13


