
By Lounita Howard, The Edge Editor
March 18 saw the dawning of a new 

day at the former site of Lebanon High 
School with Wilson County Board of 
Education officials unveiling the results 
of an extensive $21 million renovation 
process.

As one official noted, “You couldn’t 
build a building this size today for that 
amount of money,” as hundreds of visi-
tors - many of them alumni of Lebanon 
High at the Harding Drive building - 
toured the building after the ribbon cut-
ting and shared their memories.

Built in the 1950s, the massive struc-
ture was falling into disrepair during 
several years of being vacant. Today, it 
bears a new description: Wilson County 
Board of Education Administrative and 
Training Complex. And it brings under 
one roof eight departments of the school 
system that previously were spread 
across the city.

Coleman Walker, who entered the 
building as a sophomore when it was 
brand new (Class of 1958) recalls his 
freshman year was in the building that 
now houses the Wilson County Sheriff ’s 
Department - a building that also was 
renovated and repurposed rather than 
razed several years ago. Walker says 
the first shower he took was probably 

at LHS, because his family at the time 
“didn’t have indoor plumbing.”

“It does me good to know that this fa-
cility is still going to be here.”

Schools Director Dr. Donna Wright 
gave a speech tinged with emotion as 

she thanked the many individuals, com-
panies, elected officials and others who 
played a role in preserving and repur-
posing the building, rather than seeing 
it torn down.

By Lounita Howard, The Edge Editor
Part of the revitalization of Water-

town’s downtown over the last couple 
of decades includes the arrival of re-
tailers who serve everyday needs. And 
that’s just what Hardware of Water-
town, owned by Rickey and Julie Nix-
on, does.

Whether the sometimes sunny and 
warmer days of our erractic winter 
into spring season have given you the 
fever for gardening or launching a 
home improvement project, Hardware 
of Watertown can fix you up.

That’s even more the case today than 
last year - as Rickey excitedly shares 
the launching of his new website, 
where there are 55,000 pieces of mer-
chandise available for order from his 
offsite warehouse.

You can check them out online at 
HOWUSA.net “It’s great!” Rickey says, 
noting “We also just added three new 
complete lines: Tru Temper pruning 
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Above: a crowd gathers for the cer-
emony and ribbon cutting before the 
doors were opened for public tours 
at the new administrative and training 
complex of the Wilson County Board 
of Education. Right: WANT FM 98.9 
Coleman & Co. host Coleman Walk-
er, a 1958 graduate of Lebanon High 
School, shares a few memories as 
Wilson County Director of Schools Dr. 
Donna Wright looks on.

       The Edge photos by Lounita Howard

Colorful snapdragons beckon shop-
pers from the sidewalk outside Hard-
ware of Watertown, which offers 
plants, seeds, garden tools and, of 
course, a wide variety of hardware.

      The Edge photo by Lounita Howard

See ‘Revamped’ on page 3See ‘Hardware store’ on page 11

Revamped LHS unveiled as admin center
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A benefit will be held April 28, from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Watertown 
Community Center for the Ashley and 
Tony Taylor family.

The Taylors grew up in Watertown, 
were high school sweethearts and have 
three children, Caleb, Wyatt and Shelby.

They’ve built their careers, their fam-
ily, their forever home, and life was 
going pretty good until November of 
2016, when Ashley found that her Mel-

anoma that was in remission had re-
turned at Stage 4 Metastatic Melanoma.

Recently, Ashley had urgent surgery 
to remove one of three brain tumors 
caused by the cancer which was causing 
seizures and stroke symptoms.

Friends Leslie, Kasha, Kim and others 
are hosting a build your own burger bar, 
a live auction, bake sale, and hopefully 
Tshirts made to support Ashley. All pro-
ceeds will go to the Taylor family to as-
sist with the mounting medical bills and 
time off work. 

Donations are welcome for the auc-
tion and the burger bar.

You may find them on Facebook 
by searching “Benefit for the Taylor 
Family” event. To make donations for 
the April 28 fundraiser, call Kasha at 
615.513.2582, Leslie 615.653.8219 or 

Kim 615.416.0753.
Cash donations for the family may 

also be made at online at youcaring.
com/ashleytaylor-1141600

A great day in Historic Granville was 
April 5, 2008 when the Sutton General 
Store re-opened and The Sutton Ole 
Time Music Hour had its first perfor-
mance/radio taping.

The building was given to Granville 
Museum by Harold and Beverly Sutton 
of Mt. Juliet in September, 2007. It has 
been a great 10 years as the 200-plus vol-
unteers have accomplished a great deal 
with the store recently being chosen as 
one of the 13 “Most Charming General 
Stores in America.”

The Sutton Ole Time Music Hour has 
grown from airing on three stations to 
now being heard in every state in the 
U.S. and every country in the world. 

Sutton Ole Time Music Hour will have 
a month long celebration with top blue-

grass bands performing in April with the 
following schedule: April 7 - Clearview, 
April 14 - David Parmley & The Cardinal 
Tradition, April 21 - The Kody Norris 
Show and April 28 - Code of the Hills. 
A southern family style dinner is served 
each week at 5 and 6:30 p.m. by Seasons 
Catering, with reservations made at 
931.653.4151. The 1865 Sutton General 
Store is open Wednesday through Friday 
from 7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. with breakfast 
served from 7:30 to 10 a.m. and lunch 
from 11:00 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Historic Granville is currently cel-
ebrating “Strolling Through the 1950s” 
with a 1950s Diner and Soda Shop at 
Sutton General Store.  The store is open 
on Saturday from 7:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Granville offers a full day of family 

fun with a historic home, car museum 
Pioneer Village, Granville Museum, 
Whistle Stop Saloon Museum, and great 
shopping at gift shops. For more infor-
mation call 931.653.4151 or visit gran-
villetn.com.Great Food! Great Entertainment!

That’s LuLu’s!

6-8 pm
8-10pm

MON & THURS
11 am-8 pm

TUES & WED
11 am - 3 pm

FRI & SAT
11 am - 10 pm

120 East Main St.
Watertown, TN
615-697-2121

Saturdays
Two Sets!

Friends plan benefit for Ashley Taylor family April 28

Sutton Ole Time Music Hour marks 10th anniversary

   WATERTOWN
     FIRE
  DEPT.
 NEEDS
     YOUR
        HELP!

Volunteer Membership
is needed.

Learn new skills,
enjoy an exciting service to 

your community.
Attend fire drills

eevery Monday night at 7 p.m.

The Taylor family - Tony and Ash-
ley with children Caleb, Wyatt and 
Shelby.    photo from Facebook event

Stoney Lonesome Bluegrass Band was 
the first to perform at Sutton Ole Time 
Music Hour in 2008.    photo submitted
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“We have a moral goal to be prudent in 
our use of resources,” Wright said, not-
ing the new administrative and training 
complex represents so much: “We will 
not be dependent on other districts for 
(required, mandatory) training.”

Noting the site was vacant for five 
years and was under construction for 15 
months during the renovations Wright 
thanked Sheriff Robert Bryan for the 
assistance of trustees from the jail for 
helping clean up the building and pre-
pare it for the opening. State Rep. Susan 
Lynn obtained a Tennessee State Seal for 
the building, EMA Officer Steve Spencer 
connected the new Central Office to all 
of the schools via the Internet, Melody 
Turner and her food service staff moved 
many items into the new facility, and the 
list goes on as Wright touched on the 
many contributions made. She noted 
$300,000 worth of 18-month old office 
furniture was donated by the company 
that has the county school’s contract, 
enabling them to furnish the offices 
more adequately.

Notable too, is that the City of Leba-
non paved Harding Drive, with Ward 2 
City Councilor Fred Burton speaking at 
the opening on behalf of Lebanon. His 
son attended Lebanon High, while Fred, 
graduating before desegegation, is an 
alumni of Wilson County High School. 
Burton enrolled his son in a class for 3 

and 4 year olds taught by LHS seniors, 
where the young boy learned to read 
and received a scholarship to attend 
Friendship Christian School for his el-
ementary education. Burton insisted 
the youngster attend LHS for his high 
school career, where he was an honor 
student who today is a senior mechani-
cal engineer.

“You can turn the old into the new,” 

said Wilson County Commissioner An 
nette Stafford, chair of the county Edu-
cation Committee. “I couldn’t think of 
a better place for our Central Office to 
have been.”

“There’s been a lot of collaboration be-
tween city and county officials to make 
this happen,” said School Board Chair 
Larry Tomlinson. “A lot of learning will 
still be going on in this building.”

County Mayor Randall Hutto, who 
began his teaching and coaching career 
in the building, said it will now be a “one 
stop stop for education” and a great asset 
for the east side of Lebanon.

Revamped...
continued from page 1

Top photo: officials cut the ribbon on the new Wilson County Board of Education 
Administrative & Training Complex. Bottom photo: murals of children in local 
schools adorn the large foyer of the new entry.    The Edge photos by Lounita Howard

HOME  AUTO  LIFE  COMMERCIAL
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT
OR ADVANTAGE PLANS

We can often save our clients 30%-40% on 
current insurance costs.

There is an art to doing insurance right and we 
have 14 years experience to know what that is.

We take the time to let 
you know what your 

policy means by
reviewing it with you. 
And when you have a 
claim, we will help you 
through the process.

GET A FREE QUOTE TODAY!

MORE CHOICES  LESS COST

615.697.5066
call us today or visit our website to learn more

www.ArtizanInsurance.com
Insurance@ArtizanInsurance.com

214 PUBLIC SQUARE  WATERTOWN

Offering premium yet affordable
insurance plans from 30

of the top providers in the country.
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The Board of Mayor and Aldermen 
met for our regular monthly meeting 
on Tuesday, March 20, 2018. Everyone 
was present.  

We dealt with several items of busi-
ness. Police Chief Bill Laney and I re-
ported to the council of the availability 
of three police cars for sale by the Belle 
Meade Police Department in very good 
condition. The total purchase price for 
all three vehicles was $17,000. Addition-
ally, the City of Belle Meade included 
several items of equipment, including 
cameras, that I am advised, if purchased 
new would total about $20,000. We felt 
this was a deal too good to pass up and 
we voted unanimously to make that 
purchase.

We approved a new contract with 
sewer contractor Dale Smith to begin 
July 1 of this year. 

(Dale is already under contract with 
us through June 30.) There was much 
debate about this contract over a three 
or four month period, but it was ap-

proved by a vote of 5 to 2. We have 
much sewer work to be done over the 
next few years, and in my recommenda-
tion to the council, I felt it important to 
keep Dale on board. 
He has all the re-
quirements and with 
the things that must 
be done over the next 
few months, it would 
not be a good time to 
try to employ a new 
sewer contractor.

Fire Chief John Jewell reported to 
us the need to replace several items of 
equipment in the near future including 
40 self-contained breathing apparatus 
(SCBA). We will not be able to pur-
chase these all at once as each has a cost 
of approximately $750. We will work 
diligently over the next few months and 
years to replace all of this equipment. 

We approved the Tennessee Art-
ists Guild holding a car show on, and 
around, the Watertown Square on Sat-
urday, June 16, 2018. 

Most of you know that we hold our 
City meetings, including the Water-
town City Council, in the Community 

Room at the Watertown Community 
Center on the highway. That building 
is now over 40 years old and is begin-
ning to show some signs of age. Many 

uses are made of 
the Community 
Room, and we are 
asking that you as-
sist us in helping 
to take care of that 
room. The church 
which meets in the 
Community Room 

on Wednesday night and Sunday 
morning has made improvements, at 
their expense, to our building. We very 
much appreciate that and wish to say a 
public thank you. Now, we ask mem-
bers of the public to help us maintain 
the Community Room in good shape. 
Please do not place tape on the ceilings 
to tape anything up. And place noth-
ing on the walls that will do noticeable 
damage when it is removed. 

The Community Egg Hunt will be 

held on Saturday, March 31, 2018 at 
Three Forks Community Park. The egg 
hunt is being sponsored and hosted by 
The Bridge Fellowship. We very much 
appreciate their doing this again this 
year and thank them for their interest in 
our community. 

The next meeting of the Watertown 
City Council will be on Tuesday, April 
17, 2018 at 6 p.m. 

While spring has not yet cooperated, 
you will notice that baseball, softball and 
our community leagues are active with 
their games and practices. It is good to 
see everything that is going on in our 
community. 

Thank you for the opportunity to 
serve as your mayor. I look forward to 
continuing to work with the city council 
and the great people of our community 
to make our community the best it can 
possibly be. As always, if you have ques-
tions, comments or suggestions, please 
let me or any member of the city council 
know.

Agriculture is important to the 67,000 
farmers across this state who make all or 
part of their living from producing our 
food, fiber and fuel. It is also important to 
the 6.7+ million Tennessee residents who 
enjoy and depend on the fruits of their 
labor. We have long understood that ag-
riculture is the foundation of many com-
munities’ economies and livelihoods. 

Agriculture is seeing many adjust-
ments at this time. Some changes, like 
the new Tyson Foods poultry production 
complex in West Tennessee, are great for 
our farmers. However, the challenges are 
also very real, and many families are now 
facing difficult decisions.  

Several farms have been given the 
news that major clients will stop pur-

chasing their tobacco and milk for 
reasons beyond the farmers’ control. 
Tobacco and dairy have long been foun-
dations of agriculture in Tennessee, and 
we are working with all stakeholders to 
determine the best way forward. 

With an annual economic impact of 
more than $81 billion, agriculture is our 
state’s top industry. Keeping nationwide 
market influences in mind, the Tennes-
see Department of Agriculture is focused 
on strengthening the ag industry. This 
past year, we completely retooled the 
way we think about our role in building 
Tennessee’s agribusiness environment. 

We have revamped our Agricultural 
Advancement division and changed 
not only the titles, but the direction of 
our employees. Our Agribusiness De-
velopment Consultants are dedicated 
to bringing opportunities to our state. I 
like to think of our efforts as being the 
five pillars of Agricultural Advancement 
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Council renews agreement with sewer contractor, 
votes to purchase police cars, approves car show

‘The Community Egg Hunt will 
be held on Saturday, March 31, 

2018 at Three Forks
Community Park. The egg hunt 
is being sponsored and hosted 

by The Bridge Fellowship.’

See ‘Adjustments’ on page 5

Guest Column from
Commissioner
Jai Templeton
TN Department
of Agriculture

Adjustments in agriculture
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with services directed toward interna-
tional exports, meat processing, on-farm 
sales, forestry and food manufacturing.

One out of every three direct-farm 
receipts is attributed to international 
markets. Tennessee is a frontrunner in 
livestock production, and we have room 
to expand our fresh and local processing 
capacity. In 2017, TDA issued permits to 
more than 225 new food manufacturers, 
proving the desire to do business here. 
We continue to lead the charge to sup-
port and promote our farmers through 
the Pick Tennessee Products program, 
farmer’s markets, agritourism ventures 
and farm development programs, and 
we are organizing a statewide commu-
nity garden program.

More than 52 percent of Tennessee 
is forestland. That asset alone gives us 
a great opportunity to add value to our 
land, wildlife and environment, as well 
as create jobs in rural communities. The 
Tennessee Wood Products branding 

initiative is increasing visibility and en-
hancing marketing options for Tennes-
see’s wood products industry.

While we remain committed to assist-
ing the front-line farmers and foresters 
through the Tennessee Agricultural En-
hancement Program (TAEP), we are also 
looking ahead. With AgLaunch, we intend 
to move Tennessee forward as a hub of 
agriculture innovation and entrepreneur-
ship. The Agriculture Enterprise Fund 
aims to provide opportunities to small 
agribusinesses that need the nudge to add 
value to our farm and forest production.

The entire TDA team comes to work 
every day committed to the tasks we are 
mandated to accomplish by law or chal-
lenged to do in order to best serve our 
constituents. We also show up for work 
thinking about ways we can increase the 
value of farm and forest products. That 
extra value puts dollars in the wallets of 
the landowner, farmer and forester, and 
it creates jobs.

Thank you for the great support that 
you give Tennessee’s most valuable in-
dustry. I look forward to keeping you 
updated on our progress.

Adjustments...
continued from page 4

The sun is finally out! It’s time to 
think about gardening, whether it be 
flowers or vegetables. Do you know 
about which flowers to plant now? Do 
you know which vegetable will grow 
well in this area? These are questions 
that a first time grower would not 
know. The library has the books that 
will help you decide which flowers or 
which vegetable to plant. We would 
love to help you decide.

We are having a blast in Story Time! 

We would love to have you join us each 
Wednesday at 10 a.m. We sing, dance, 
color, read and have a snack. We would 
love to have you.

Our Summer Reading list is getting 
larger. We are expecting to have a great 
time this year. We missed having the 
waterslide last year, but look out for 
this year. We are expecting to see some 
magic and lots of music. The theme this 
year is Libraries Rock!

Dates to remember:
March 30 - the library will be closed 

for Good Friday
April 21 - the library will be closed for 

the Mile Long Yard Sale

Saturday, March 31 will see Eas-
ter Egg hunts across Watertown with 
The Bridge Fellowship sponsoring and 
hosting the community Watertown 
Easter Egg Hunt at Three Forks Parks. 
Festivities are there from 1 to 3 p.m. 
and everything is free, including food, 
games, 10,000-plus egg hunt, inflatables 

and more.  Egg hunt age groups are 3 
and under, 4-6 and 7 and up.

Meanwhile, the Excursion Train is 
coming to town as well, and the Water-
town Chamber of Commerce is orga-
nizing the egg hunt for the train riders’ 
children in the grassy lot by the railroad 
siding, along with other activities.

The Library’s Edge
By Pamela Wiggins- Watertown Public Library

Get tips from gardening books at library

Easter Egg Hunts, activities set March 31

SPRING FARM & HOME

 10% OFF THE STICKER ON
Professional Grade Razorback Yard

and Garden Tools in stock
Live Plants and Seeds R here

615-237-0107

EAST

Saturday, April 14th
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Refreshments Served
& Door Prizes

will be given away!

Mike McMillen, Owner
615-286-2638

404 East Public Square
Alexandria, Tenn.
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Betty Fleming was nominated for the 
Governor’s Volunteer Stars Award pro-
gram by Pam Peery. Here’s what Pam 
had to say about Betty:

If you have been involved in any of 
the open houses, ribbon cuttings, Hal-
loween on the Square, Taste of Wil-
son County or the Lebanon Christmas 
Parade for the past three years, or are 
familiar with the Senior Citizens Aware-
ness Network (SCAN), you will know or 
have seen Betty in the newspaper and 
at these events. She is retired, after 30 
years, from the Wilson County School 
System, but not retired from giving back 
to the community in which she lives and 
loves. Her friends, laughing say, “She 
did not quit working, she just quit get-
ting paid for it.” Last year, she received 
the Lebanon Wilson County Cham-
ber’s Ambassador of the Year award. 
She loves being around people and the 
SCAN volunteers and recipients can at-

test to that. This lady goes out weekly 
into our community to check on the 
wellbeing of our senior citizens, as part 
of the SCAN program. When you meet 
her, this is one of the first topics she 
will bring up in conversation. She will 
tell you how much she loves working 
with SCAN and how meaningful it is to 
her to visit with the people who receive 
SCAN services. 

Sallyann O’Masters  
Sallyann Elizabeth 

O’Masters, age 73, of 
Watertown died Sat-
urday morning, March 
24, 2018 at her resi-
dence.

Born Oct. 20, 1944, 
she was raised by her 
grandparents, Joseph 
Michael Dillon and 
Sarah Kennedy Dillon in Philadelphia, 
Pa. Sally was a member of Round Lick 
Baptist Church and a former food service 
employee at Walmart and Publix.

She is survived by her children, Patrick 
(Susie) O’Masters of Columbus, Ohio, 
Denise (Phillip) Compton of Water-
town, Mike (Denise) O’Masters of San 
Diego, Calif., Anna (Eric) Akers of Rad-
cliff, Ky. and Joseph O’Masters of Idaho; 
grandchildren, Katherine and Kimberly, 
Sarah and John, Michelle, Natasha, Chris, 
Dana and John, Justin and Molly, Jordan, 
Keith and Brittany; great grandchildren, 
Allysa, Jordan, Noah, Emma, Ava, Gabri-

elle, Seth, Cassandra, Sydney, Madelyn, 
Macey, Seth, Christopher and Lainey; 
and her sister, Patricia Dillon of Water-
town.

Sally was preceded in death by her 
grandparents; mother, Ruth Dillon 
Getz; father, Edward Dillon; grandchil-
dren, Patrick O’Masters, Jr., Kristina 
O’Masters, Christopher O’Masters and a 
brother, Micky Dillon.

Funeral services were held at 1 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 28, 2018 at Round 
Lick Baptist Church with Pastor Jim Pat-
ton officiating. Sally has requested cre-
mation and the family suggests that in 
lieu of flowers, memorials be made to TN 
Donor Services, 1600 Hayes St. Suite 300, 
Nashville, TN 37203. Hunter Funeral 
Home 615.237.9318.

The Edge Obituaries

O’Masters

www.WatertownFlowerShop.com
412 Public Square  Watertown, TN

Let us hear the conclusion
of the whole matter:

Fear God and keep His
commandments, For this is man’s 
all. For God will bring every work 

into judgment, Including every secret 
thing, Whether good or evil.

Ecclesiastes 12:13-14

Betty Fleming a Volunteer Star nominee

Mayor Randall Hutto and volunteer 
nominee Betty Fleming. photo submitted

Fiddlers Grove Pioneer Village in Leb-
anon invites the public to open house 
on Tuesday, April 3 at 10 a.m. There 
will be a short ceremony with guest 
speakers in the Veterans Building, 
refreshments and information about 
the upcoming season. Free self-guid-
ed tours will be from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
There will be artisans dressed in pe-
riod clothing throughout the Grove, 
and the train museum and blacksmith 
shop will be open. Fiddlers Grove is 
located at the James E. Ward Agricul-
ture & Community Center. Pictured at 
right  is The Mill, one of many build-
ings at the  Grove.  photo submitted

Fiddlers Grove welcomes 
public to 2018 open house
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The Lascassas Milton Volunteer Fire 
Department honored retiring Chief 
Trey Nunley on March 24 with a catered 
gathering at Jon Haven Farms on Valley 
View Road.

Nunley began as a volunteer close to 
26 years ago and served the past approx-
imately nine years as chief.

He announced his retirement to the 
department about a month ago, citing a 
desire to spend more time with his wife 
and children. He also resigned from the 
department, but promised, “I’ll still be 
around.” As a full-time deputy with the 
Rutherford County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, Trey is a familiar face in emer-
gency serves in the Lascassas area and 
will continue to be.

Family and friends joined with mem-
bers of the volunteer department and 
their families to wish Trey farewell and 
thank him for his lengthy community 
service.

Barbara and Steve Pearcy of Jon 
Haven Farms donated the use of their 
event center.

The Wilson County Sheriff’s Office is 
partnering with the Tennessee Highway 
Safety Office to promote the 4th annual 
Thumbs Down to Texting and Driving 
campaign. April is nationally recog-
nized as Distracted Driving Awareness 
Month.

“Distracted driving has led to numer-
ous accidents across Wilson County and 
these statistics continue to rise,” said 
Sheriff Robert Bryan. “There were a sig-
nificant number of crashes documented 

statewide, as well, and we will work 
diligently to educate drivers on this ever 
growing problem. Young adults often-
times emulate what their parents are 
doing; so it’s important that parents are 
also sending the right message to their 
children by setting the appropriate ex-
ample.”

In 2017, there were 24,781 traffic 
crashes statewide where distracted driv-
ing was a contributing factor. Of those, 
120 were fatal.

Lascassas Fire Department thanks, 
honors outgoing Chief Trey Nunley

‘Thumbs Down’ to texting & driving

Trey Nunley and wife Erin are shown 
with the plaque presented to him 
upon his retirement from the Lascas-
sas Fire Department. 

The Edge photo by Lounita Howard

“We Keep’em Running”

(615) 444-2525
1411 West Main
Lebanon, TN 37087

LEBANON APPLIANCE
Sales, Parts & Repair Center

Charlene Robin Vance
Robin@VanceLaw.org

Karen Parker Casey
Karen@VanceLaw.org
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Ever wonder why we refer to our ships/
boats as females? A prosaic answer to 
that question is that the Latin word for 
“ship” is Navis which is feminine. There 
are thousands of other answers and per-
haps you have your own. Ask a Navy sail-
or and they will tell you what they think 
the reason is. 

Accompanying this article is a picture 
of sailboat that washed ashore on Mira-
mar Beach during a hurricane last year. 
When I arrived there last December it 
was one of the first things I saw on my 

morning walk.
At first I couldn’t 

believe my eyes but as 
I got closer to it, there 
it was, a 46-foot two 
masted sailboat with 
her name clearly visi-
ble on the rear: Phan-
tom of the Aqua.

Needless to say it 
was the talk of the 
town. Everyone had a 
different story about 
it. Most everyone included in their ver-
sion that it had washed ashore during a 
storm. Everything past that was a little 
cloudy.

Then one fine January day we all 
learned the rest of the story by reading 
a front page article in the local paper. It 
seems that for some reason the owner 
was out sailing in the Gulf of Mexico pri-
or to and during a hurricane. For those of 
you who have never seen an angry sea, it 
might be difficult to understand. 

But to those of us that thrill to the 
churning, tossing violence of the ocean 
when storms abound, the urge to go out 
and experience it first hand is easier to 
comprehend. 

Unfortunately the owner’s skills and 

x

903 W. Main St.  Watertown

Owner
Mark Fletcher

(615) 237-0009

Car coaster $2.50
Magnets $4.00

The fate of Phantom of the Aqua

Beyond

By Dave Pitt

See ‘Phantom on page 10
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4-H Dessert Auction March 29, 6 p.m.
The annual 4-H Dessert Auction, courtesy of Wilson 

County 4-H and Wilson County fce, will be held Thurs-
day, March 29 starting at 6 p.m. at the James E. Ward 
Agriculture Center in Lebanon in the East West Build-
ing. All proceeds will be used toward scholarships for 
4-Hers who desire to go to camp but need assistance.
Chamber Business After Hours April 26

Monthly Business After Hours Thursday, April 26, 
5:30-7 p.m. at Hardware of Watertown, 122 E. Main 
St., Watertown hosted by Rickey and Julie Nixon and 
Watertown-East Wilson Chamber of Commerce. All are 
welcome. Casual. Refreshments served.
Lebanon FFA Alumni Spaghetti Dinner

The Lebanon FFA Alumni Spaghetti Dinner is Thurs-
day, April 5, 4:30-8:30 p.m. at the James E. Ward Ag Cen-
ter, East/West Building. $10 per ticket. Carryout available. 
Spaghetti, garlic bread, vegetables, dessert, refreshments. 
All proceeds support Lebanon FFA Chapter.
Wilson Board of Education meetings 

The Wilson County Board of Education will meet in 
a Work Session on Thursday, March 29, 5 p.m., and a 
regular scheduled Board Meeting on Monday, April 2, 
6 p.m., at the NEW Board of Education Central Office, 
415 Harding Drive, Lebanon.

Wilson County Board of Education meets in a Work 
Session on Thursday, May 3, 5 p.m., and a regular sched-
uled Board Meeting on Monday, May 7, 6 p.m., at the 

Wilson County BOE Administrative & Training Com-
plex, 415 Harding Drive, Lebanon. Requests to “Appear 
Before the Board” and all other “Agenda” items must be 
submitted no later than 12 noon on Wednesday, April 18.
Books from Birth Imagination Dinner 

Wilson Books from Birth annual Imagination Dinner  
Thursday, April 12, 6:30 p.m. at Wilson County Expo 
Center. Table of eight (sponsor) $250. Live and silent 
auctions. Call 615.444.5586 to sponsor a table and for 
more information. 
Shine the Light awareness day

April is Child Abuse Awareness Month and the Keith 
Edmonds Foundation is hosting an event for the entire 
family April 14, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Cumberland Uni-
versity Football Stadium, 400 Harding Dr. (old Leba-
non High). Dunk tanks, inflatables, free admission, 
corn hole, face painting, free food, Info: 615.651-0714 
or courtnie@keithedmondsfoundation.org 
Alexandria Open Pantry set April 21

Alexandria UMC Open Pantry is Saturday, April 21, 
9-11 a.m. Open to communities of Dowelltown, Lib-
erty, Alexandria, Watertown, Brush Creek. Returning 
clients, please bring back your boxes.
Round Lick food pantry 1st, 3rd Wed.

Round Lick Baptist church, Watertown, has a regular food 
pantry the 1st and 3rd Wednesday, 6-6:30 p.m monthly.
Candidate qualifying deadline April 5

Wilson County Election Commission is issuing peti-
tions to those wishing to be on the Aug. 2 ballot. Voters 
will elect 25 county commissioners, five constables, four 
county school board members, county mayor, sheriff, 
trustee, register of deeds, county clerk, circuit court clerk 
and Lebanon Special School District will elect a board 
member. The filing deadline is Thursday, April 5 at noon. 
Petitions are available at the Election Commission of-
fice at 203 East Main St., Lebanon. Info: 615.444.0216 or 
Wilsonelections.com.
Watertown City Council meets April 17

Watertown City Council’s next meeting is set for 
Tuesday, April 17 at 6 p.m. at the Watertown Commu-
nity Center, 8630 Sparta Pike.
Watertown Volunteer Fire Fish Fry

Watertown Volunteer Fire Department holds a fund-
raising Fish Fry the first Saturday, noon to 8 p.m. at the 
Public Safety Building in Watertown. Next fish fry is 
Saturday, April 7.
Lascassas Fire Department Fish Fry

The Lascassas Volunteer Fire Department Fish Fry is 
held the second Saturday, 4-8 p.m. at the firehall on Las-
cassas Pike. The next fish fry is April 14. 
Social Media Sensation at Educate a Woman

Heather Land, the “I Ain’t Doin It” sensation from so-
cial media, will be the featured presentation at Educate 
a Woman luncheon April 13. The event raises money 

for scholarships for women at Volunteer State Commu-
nity College. Tickets not required, but there is a sug-
gested minimum donation of $50. Educate a Woman 
will be held at First Baptist Church of Hendersonville, 
106 Bluegrass Commons Blvd. Registration starts at 11 
a.m., lunch and program at 11:30 a.m. To register, email 
lynn.jones@volstate.edu or call 615.230.3506.
Bark in the Park for New Leash May 12

Bark in the Park is Saturday, May 12, 11 a.m.-4p.m., 
Wilson Co. Fairgrounds. Free admission, free rabies 
vaccines, agility course, lure course, Team Zoom Ca-
nine Entertainment, dog friendly sponsors and vendors, 
games and contest. All proceeds benefit the New Leash 
On Life animal shelter program.

Info sessions for tuition-free 
TN Reconnect at Vol State 

More than seven hundred people have already ap-
plied to Volunteer State Community College to take 
advantage of the new Tennessee Reconnect program. 
It provides community college education tuition-free 
for adult students who don’t have a degree. The college 
is hosting a series of Get Ready to Reconnect events to 
help people who are still considering TN Reconnect. The 
first will be an all-day event, at all Vol State campuses, 
including Gallatin and the Highland Crest campus in 
Springfield, on Tuesday, April 10 from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
The Gallatin campus will then have special hours every 
Tuesday from April 24 through May 15 from 4 p.m. to 
8 p.m. All Gallatin events will take place in the Ramer 
Great Hall. The Springfield event will take place in the 
main lobby of the Highland Crest campus.

There are three primary steps to take part in TN Re-
connect at Vol State: apply to the college; fill out the 
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA); and 
apply for TN Reconnect. There are eligibility require-
ments for TN Reconnect, with the most important being 
that a student cannot already have an associate or bach-
elor’s degree. The other requirements are listed on the 
Vol State website. All of those steps can be accomplished 
now by visiting the Vol State website. Interested adults 
will be able to do all of the above at the information ses-
sions, and also take part in placement testing and aca-
demic advising.

Vol State has academic support programs to get stu-
dents up to speed in math and English skills. Faculty 
and staff members are also experienced in working with 
adult students. The college has a number of delivery 
methods for classes, including day, evening, and online 
classes. That provides great flexibility for working stu-
dents.

To apply for TN Reconnect at Vol State, and view 
complete eligibility requirements, visit www.volstate.
edu/reconnect. People with questions can call 615-230-
3447. 

The Edge Calendar of Events
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the boat’s capabilities were out-matched 
by the force of hurricane winds. All three 
sails were ripped to shreds and one mast 
destroyed. Under engine power at the 
end, the captain’s futile attempt to keep 
the ship into the wind failed and finally 
the fuel tanks were empty.

At this time he radioed the Coast 
Guard. He said as he was lifted above his 

vessel into the helicopter his thoughts 
were she would sink to the bottom of the 
gulf and never see it again. 

Then Mother Nature decided to spare 
the Phantom and placed her a good 35 
yards up on the beach at Miramar and 
there it sat for nearly a year.

Passersby stole everything that they 
could dismantle from her, and through 
the warmer months it filled up with black 
mold and mildew. It was a major tourist 
attraction for sure. One didn’t pass by it 
without seeing people having their pic-

tures made beside her. 
Walton County government decided 

enough was enough and told the owner it 
had to be removed. Cost estimates from 
local salvage companies said it would 
take around $16,000 to remove it. 

The owner said he didn’t have that kind 
of money and started a “fund me” drive 
which raised around $11,000, but fell 
short of his goal. He returned each and 
every penny to his supporting fans.

Then a bartender from Panama City 
Beach stepped up and said he would pur-
chase the ship for the sum of $1, have it 
removed at his expense, restore it and 
sell it for a profit. The transaction was 
completed and the original owner was 
released from any liability. 

Spring Break was approaching and 
the county got more and more insistent 
that the ship must be moved before the 
beaches filled with sun worshipers from 
all over.

The day the crew started to remove her 
drew a crowd of around 1,000 people, 

myself included, and the crowds cheered 
with each shovel of sand that was moved. 
They worked all day to no avail. 

Lights were brought in to illuminate 
the area as the crew waited for high tide 
around 9 p.m. to help with the extrac-
tion, but nothing happened. A boat was 
brought in to try and pull the ship out into 
the water and it blew an engine under the 
tremendous weight. The next morning 
there were two boats on the beach!

At last a tug boat arrived from Pana-
ma City and with support of a cheering 
crowd the Phantom set sail again. Every-
one went home with their own version of 
what they saw.

It seems the bartender was the only 
one that came out of this with a profit. 
He put the boat on e-bay and a lady from 
New York purchased it for $16,000, paid 
for the removal and hopes some day to 
have a 46-foot sailboat to enjoy. 

I hope she keeps the name so the Phan-
tom of the Aqua can sail again Beyond the 
Edge. 

Free electronic hearing tests will be given this month for all seniors. 
Hearing Health Center in Lebanon will offer this testing for anyone who 
suspects they are not hearing clearly. Using our video otoscope, we will be 
able to show you the inside of your ear canal. Let’s see if your problem could 
be as simple as too much earwax. We will then give you a full hearing 
evaluation, including speech understanding tests. Your results will be 
explained to you in clear, easy to understand terms and although we
encourage early correction of hearing loss you are under no obligation to encourage early correction of hearing loss you are under no obligation to 
purchase.
 • Approximately 15% of American adults (37.5 million) 18 and over 
     report some trouble hearing.
 • People suffering with Diabetes are four times more likely to develop 
  hearing loss.
 • People with hearing loss wait an average of seven years before 
    seeking help.
 • A 12-year study by Johns Hopkins School of Medicine found that 
  untreated hearing loss increased the risk for dementia.
 • Only one out of every five people who could benefit from a hearing aid
   actually wear one.
Demonstrations of the latest technology in better hearing will be available. Demonstrations of the latest technology in better hearing will be available. 
Hear for yourself how easy it can be to understand clearly again. This is an 
easy and safe way to get the answers to your hearing questions. Hearing 
Health Center has been serving Wilson County over 36 years and prides 
itself on being a great customer service company.

(615)444-5425
1417 W. Baddour Pkwy. Ste. A

Lebanon, TN 37087

Call for your
free hearing
test today!

1417 West Baddour Pkwy. Lebanon, TN 37087
On the grounds of Tennova Healthcare - Lebanon

Don’t miss the most important parts of life.
We can help you hear your best when it

ma�ers the most!

or drop in for a visit at 900 Coles Ferry Pike in Lebanon
615-443-7929

Housekeeping Service
Activities Program:

Days-Evenings-Weekends
Van for off-campus activities

Respite Care

RN & LPNs on Duty 
Social Events

Nutritious Meals
Private or Short Term Apartments

GRACIOUS LIVING with PEACE OF MIND...

Call Jennifer Bradshaw for a tour!

Phantom...
continued from page 8
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Bar B Q, Cole Slaw and Bake Beans
provided by Courtney’s Restaurant

Paid for by Friends of  Ray Justice

Come meet Ray and hear his ideas of how the Wilson County Sheriff’s Department
will become the premier department in the State of Tennessee under his leadership

31ST ANNUAL SPRING

Seeking
Vendors &
Shoppers!

Jim Amero
Yard Sale Coordinator

(615) 237-1777
Visit WatertownTN.com

FOR MORE DETAILS
RAIN OR SHINE! 7 A.M. UNTIL ?

S A T U R D AY
APRIL 21, 2018

WATERTOWN, TN

tools, Union garden and home tools, 
shovels and rakes, etc. a more profes-
sional line of yard and garden Razorback 
tools and five different new lines of weed 
trimmer twine.”

“We’re working toward making ev-
erything more customer friendly and 
focusing on customer convenience, qual-
ity merchandise and value pricing as we 
continue to grow,” Rickey says as the store 
enters it’s eighth year.

If you are a gardening enthusiast, Rick-
ey offers all the hand tools you may need, 
along with seeds and vegetable and flow-
er plants, bagged top soil and so much 
more.

In-house, Hardware offers a variety of 
6,000 items, complemented now by the 
extensive online site. They have expand-
ed their selection of plumbing supplies 
as well. If you order online, it is shipped 
to Hardware of Watertown (for free to 
the customer), where you can pick it up 
within a few days.

With far too much inventory to ad-

equately describe, Rickey invites you to 
come by anytime and check them out, 
or visit when they host the Watertown 
Chamber of Commerce Business After 
Hours on Thursday, April 26 from 5:30 to 
7 p.m. at 122 E. Main St.

Rickey’s grandfather on his father’s side 
was full blooded Cherokee and owned 
500 acres of bottom land that is now 

Center Hill lake. His grandmother on his 
mother’s side was full blooded Chocktaw 
who lived to be 96 years old. “She was 
a fire-ball,” says Rickey, “I am half Irish 
and half Native American and longevity 
comes from both sides of the family. My 
mother is now 83 and I check on her ev-
ery day. I feel like the strict upbringing I 
had has made me the person I am today. 
I think as a child working with my grand-
mother in the garden raising food and 
crops and my father having dairy, pig and 
beef farms influenced me,” says Rickey.

“Julie and I both have done some ex-
tensive traveling. We have seen a lot,” ac-
cording to Rickey, “This town is the best 
place in the world to be. I live a blessed 
life and feel very blessed each and every 
day we are here. I grew up here in Water-
town and there is no other place I would 
rather be now and from now on”

The store, according to Julie, is rated 
“one of the top four hardware stores in 
Wilson county, providing friendly and 
helpful services to our customers.” 

Rickey takes great pride in serving 
the locals on a regular basis, like Kenny 
Clark, “We see him most every day. It’s 
odd not to see him..”

Hardware store... 
continued from page 1

Rickey Nixon shows off some of the 
new tools and trimmer string Hard-
ware of Watertown now stocks.
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Credentials have been released for the 
2018 Wilson County Ag Hall of Fame 
Inductees. The twelfth annual Wilson 
County Agricultural Hall of Fame Ban-
quet will take place on April 3 in the Wil-
son County EXPO Building at the Ward 
Agricultural Center in Lebanon with a re-
ception at 6 p.m. and the banquet at 6:30 
p.m. Area FFA and 4-H Members will 
serve as ushers.

The following individuals will be part 
of the 12th class of inductees into the Hall 
of Fame:

Phillip Kinslow, DVM
Coleman Phillip Kinslow was born in 

1952 in Carthage to Coleman and Ann 
Phillips Kinslow. He grew up with sister 
Judy on the family farm on Lost Creek in 
the Rock City community. Phillip attend-
ed Union Heights Elementary School 
and graduated from Smith County High 
School. He was active in 4-H and FFA 
and received the State Farmer Award. He 
graduated from Tennessee Tech with a 

Bachelor of Science in Animal Science. In 
1975, he married Paula Tidwell, a nurse 
raised in Nashville, and that summer 
worked at Opryland. In the fall of 1975, 
he was one of only 15 Tennessee students 
accepted into Auburn University’s Veteri-
nary Program. Upon graduation in 1979, 
Phillip, or “Doc” as many know him to-
day, became partners with Dr. David Ben-
nett in a clinic beside The Wilson County 
Livestock Market in Lebanon. In 1984, 
he became sole owner of the practice and 
for the next 30 years was a permanent 
fixture at the sale barn. In 1986, while 
Doc continued to work cattle in town, he 
purchased the clinic’s current property 
on Southside Park Drive where it contin-
ues to grow as a mixed animal practice, 
servicing large animals as well as operat-
ing a very modern small animal practice. 
Through the years over 20 veterinarians 
have had the chance to learn and practice 
medicine under his care. He has served 
as president of the Upper Cumberland 

Academy of Veterinary Medicine, served 
on the Advisory Committee to the State 
Veterinary Diagnostic Lab, the Tennessee 
Veterinary Medical Association Legisla-
tive Committee, and is a member of the 
American Veterinary Medical Associa-
tion, Tennessee Veterinary Medical Asso-
ciation, and the Society for Theriogenol-
ogy. Doc and Paula have three children: 
Paul Alan, Jennifer and Amy and four 
grandchildren.

Ralph McKee, Sr.
Ralph was born April 12, 1917 in Wil-

son County to Tom and Byrdie Knox 
McKee. Following the declining health of 
his grandparents, Alex and Martha Haley 

McKee, his parents, an older sister and 
Ralph returned to the 413-acre farm pur-
chased by his grandparents in 1877. The 
family home was constructed from tim-
ber harvested from the farm and remains 
the center of the farm, which is honored 
as one Tennessee’s Century Farms. Ralph 
graduated from Central High School in 
Murfreesboro in 1936 and completed his 
Bachelor of Science degree at Tennes-
see State Teachers College (now MTSU) 
in 1940. Following graduation, he was 
drafted into military service. He served 
four years during WWII with most of 
his time spent in Reykjavick, Iceland at 

See ‘Hall of Fame’ on page 14

Hall of Fame to induct four
The Agricultural Edge

Dr. Phillip Kinslow  Ralph McKee, Sr.    Dr. Lanas Smith      Noel Yelton

Limestone Makes Fertilizer Work!
Soil Acidity N
Extreme Acid

4.5 pH

V. Strong Acid
5.0 pH

Strongly Acid
5.5 pH

Medium Acid
6.0 pH

Neutral Acid
7.0 pH

P K
  30%    23%    33%

  53%    34%    52%

  77%    48%    77%

  89%    52%   100%

100%   100%  100%

71.34%

53.67%

32.68%

19.67%

  0.00%

% FERTILIZER
    WASTED

DOES THE LIMING OF ACID SOILS PAY? Correcting soil acidity by the use of lime is 
the foundation of a good soil fertility program. Lime does more than just correct soil 
acidity. It also (1) supplies Ca and Mg if dolomitic lime is used, which are essential plant 
nutrients; (2) it makes other essential nutrients more available; (3) it prevents elements 
such as Mn and Al from being toxic to plant growth.    *Source: Potash & Phosphate Institute

Call Bubba  615-631-4485 or 615-273-2223
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Mid-South Livestock, Unionville, TN
Weighted Average Report for Monday, March 26

Cattle Receipts: 1316. Last week: 1487. Last 
year: 1073. Compared to last week, Feeder 
Steers/Bulls under 600 lbs. 8.00-12.00 lower, 
over 600 lbs. steady to 6.00 lower; Feeder Heifers 
6.00-12.00 lower; Slaughter Cows mostly steady; 
Slaughter Bulls mostly steady. Feeder: 1189. 
Slaughter: 79. Replacement: 48. Slaughter cows 
made up 5 percent of the offering, slaughter bulls 
2 percent, and feeders 93 percent.  The feeder 
supply included 37 percent steers, 46 percent 
heifers, and 17 percent bulls. Near 35 percent of 
the run weighed over 600 lbs.
Head   Wt Range   Avg Wt    Price Range   Avg Price
Feeder Steers                Medium and Large 1 - 2
 4    220-240    230    182.50-212.50     197.76
10   255-295    282    182.00-200.00     187.31
19   305-340    323    170.00-187.00     178.68
36   350-395    372    168.00-185.00     174.35
 6    420-445    438    161.00-170.50     164.90
33   450-495    471    160.00-172.50     165.10
33   500-545    521    154.00-165.00     159.35
22   550-595    569    147.00-158.00     152.81
 3    555-568    564    160.00-163.00     162.02 Value Added
18   600-648    619    147.00-157.50     151.33
 2    618-618    618       159.50         159.50 Value Added
21   655-695    677    138.50-146.50     142.43
13   663-668    664    147.25-151.00     147.87 Value Added
12   700-740    726    133.00-140.50     134.70
 6    713-713    713       141.75         141.75 Value Added
18   750-795    765    125.00-134.00     131.84
 6    755-756    756    134.50-136.50     135.17 Value Added
 7    805-840    824    120.00-125.50     122.70
 2    855-880    868    119.50-120.00     119.75
 1    940-940    940       119.00         119.00
 2    950-985    968    115.00-115.50     115.25
                             Small 1 - 2
 1    320-320    320       150.00         150.00
 2    670-685    678       127.00         127.00
 1    705-705    705       120.00         120.00
                             Medium and Large 2 - 3
 1    260-260    260       178.00         178.00
 2    330-345    338    161.00-167.00     163.93
 4    355-385    368    163.00-167.00     165.02
 6    455-480    467    150.00-158.00     153.60
 7    505-535    530    136.50-151.00     140.12
 7    555-585    566    142.00-145.50     144.01

 8    600-630    613    139.50-145.50     142.56
 6    650-690    673    130.50-135.00     132.53
 1    735-735    735       123.00         123.00
 1    790-790    790       121.50         121.50
Feeder Heifers                Medium and Large 1 - 2
 2    245-245    245    170.00-183.00     176.50
 3    265-280    272    163.00-168.00     165.71
23   300-340    320    152.00-170.00     161.00
29   350-399    378    149.00-168.00     154.80
39   400-445    424    138.00-150.00     142.88
 1    415-415    415       155.00         155.00   Fancy
37   450-495    468    134.00-146.00     139.43
55   500-545    516    132.00-143.00     137.45
47   550-598    569    124.00-134.00     128.78
 3    578-578    578       142.00         142.00 Value Added
21   600-645    616    120.00-128.50     123.91
32   614-643    617    132.75-135.50     133.08 Value Added
17   650-680    661    116.00-126.50     121.52
 9    685-686    686    127.75-128.00     127.83 Value Added
 5    730-745    739    113.50-120.00     117.10
14   721-721    721       123.50         123.50   Value Added
14   755-790    769    109.00-117.00     115.20
 3    800-805    802    104.50-105.50     105.00
 5    850-893    880     99.00-103.00     100.40
                             Small 1 - 2
 1    605-605    605       111.00         111.00
 1    685-685    685       109.00         109.00
                             Medium and Large 2 - 3
 1    345-345    345       148.00         148.00
 3    380-395    388    137.00-147.50     143.10
 4    415-440    428    120.00-136.00     129.98
 4    460-490    478    130.00-131.00     130.25
10   510-545    529    118.00-130.00     125.25
 4    560-595    578    115.00-120.00     117.44
 6    605-635    620    109.00-116.00     113.82
 2    655-675    665    113.00-116.00     114.48
Feeder Bulls                Medium and Large 1 - 2
18   400-445    429    158.00-170.00     163.20
 1    405-405    405       175.00         175.00   Fancy
26   450-495    462    154.00-166.00     159.72
20   500-535    515    149.00-158.00     153.84
25   550-595    578    134.00-143.00     139.25
16   600-645    615    130.00-139.50     135.96
 5    650-690    671    131.00-137.00     133.79
 2    735-745    740    117.00-127.00     122.03
 1    750-750    750       112.00         112.00
 7    802-845    811    108.00-114.00     112.38
 2    890-890    890    103.00-108.00     105.50
 2    900-930    915    100.00-106.00     102.95
 1    970-970    970        96.00          96.00
 3   1000-1030  1018     90.00-101.00      95.72

 1   1075-1075  1075        90.00          90.00
                             Small 1 - 2
 1    520-520    520       130.00         130.00
                             Medium and Large 2 - 3
 2    400-410    405       150.00         150.00
 6    450-495    473    140.00-151.00     147.74
 6    500-545    520    140.00-146.00     143.33
 3    570-570    570    127.00-130.00     129.00
 1    660-660    660       129.00         129.00
 1    795-795    795       105.00         105.00
Slaughter Cows                Breaker 70-80% Lean
 1   1380-1380  1380        50.00          50.00
 3   1530-1645  1575     49.00-56.50       51.62
                               Boner 80-85% Lean

14   935-1370  1179     52.50-59.50       54.66
 1   1435-1435  1435        60.50          60.50 High Dressing
                                Lean 85-90% Lean
 1    770-770    770        50.00          50.00
 2    765-790    778     37.00-40.00       38.52 Low Dressing
13   860-1265  1014     46.00-53.00       49.17
10   880-1345  1007     38.50-45.50       43.50 Low Dressing
Slaughter Bulls                Yield Grade 1
 2   1280-1455  1368   75.00-77.50      76.33
 2   1080-1265  1173    60.00-70.00      65.39 Low Dressing
 7   1500-1905  1720    73.00-82.00      77.87
 3   1635-2060  1795    84.00-87.00      85.22 High Dressing
 3   1610-2030  1760     60.00-71.00      66.46 Low Dressing
 Source: TN Dept of Ag-USDA Market News Service, Nashville, TN

CHAMPION HILL GEORGINA 6174
QVS GEORGINA 2031

Progeny WR 4@114
Featuring her daughter sired by SAV Recharge 3436

and embryos sired by Casino Bomber N33.

The 2014 ROV Reserve Cow of the
Year named the 2013 All-American

Grand Champion Cow/Calf and
Grand Champion Udder award

winner and the 2013 American Royal
Reserve Grand Champion Cow/Calf.

The 2012 ROV Cow of the Year
who reigned as the 2011 North
American International Grand

Champion Cow/Calf.

The 2013 ROV Cow of the Year 
and 2013 ROV Dam of the Year

who reigned as the 2012 
North American International
Grand Champion Cow/Calf.

The 2015 ROV Reserve Cow of
the Year, named the Reserve

Grand Champion Cow in 2014
at the North American

International, American Royal,
Atlantic National, All-American
Junior Show & TN State FaiJunior Show & TN State Fair.

JKS MISS CHEYENNE 4209 JKS MISS CHEYENNE 2267 QVS GEORGINA 4142

Auctioneer: Mike Jones, TN Lic# 1807
For your free reference sale booklet, contact anyone in the office of the Sale Managers,
TOM BURKE/KURT SCHAFF/JEREMY HAAG, AMERICAN ANGUS HALL OF FAME at the

 WORLD ANGUS HEADQUARTERS, Box 660, Smithville, MO 64089-0660.
Phone (816) 532-0811. Fax (816) 532-0851. Email: angushall@earthlink.net  www.angushall.com

Quintin & Vicki Smith
5171 Cainsville Road
Lebanon, TN 37090

(615) 444-8701 H
(615) 207-0830 C

quintinsmithfamilyangus.com

EDWARDS FEEDS, INC.
123 West Market Street, Lebanon, TN 37087

615-444-5432    1-877-991-4195
Tim Edwards, Owner

OUR APPRECIATION GOES OUT TO
QUINTIN SMITH FAMILY ANGUS FARMS

for allowing Edwards Feeds to be their feed manufacturer &
   for their many contributions over the years to the Angus industry.

Custom mixing in bulk or bag for any animal
including cattle, horses and sheep.

Spring Has Arrived! Order Your Baby Chicks Now!
Now stocking Bedding Plants and Seed
for Your Vegetable & Flower Gardens.

Livestock Market
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Commissioner of Agriculture Jai Temple-
ton is encouraging Tennesseans with apiar-
ies and commercially grown crops sensitive 
to pesticides to register their locations using 
the online program, FieldWatch, Inc.  

Purdue University developed FieldWatch 
in collaboration with agricultural stakehold-
ers. The registry streamlines communication 
between producers and pesticide applicators 
to help protect sensitive crops and apiaries 

from unintended pesticide exposure.
In October, the U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency announced new label 
requirements for the pesticides Engenia, 
XtendiMax and FeXapan, which included 

the provision that pesticide applicators 
consult a sensitive crop registry prior to ap-
plying these new formulations of dicamba 
products.

TN Department of Ag announces new crop sensitivity online registry program

Base Command. In 1944, Ralph married 
Jeanne Justice and they had two children, 
Carol and Ralph, Jr. Following his mili-
tary discharge, Ralph and Jeanne bought 
a farm in the Milton community where 
he served in numerous leadership roles 
for the Milton Community Improvement 
Club. He attended and served as a Ruling 
Elder of Hopewell Presbyterian Church 
in the Milton Community. In the early 
1950s, Ralph and Jeanne purchased his 
parent’s family farm, where he and his 
brother continued to farm the land and 
do custom farm work in the community 
and in surrounding communities. At the 
age of 44, Ralph suffered a catastrophic 
illness, the residuals of which terminated 
his active participation in farming activi-
ties and necessitated the land be used for 
cattle and hog farming. In the early 1970s, 
Ralph Jr. and his wife, Opal, changed the 
operation to an active dairy farm and 
Ralph Sr. began a new career as the first 
executive director of the Wilson County 
Water and Waste Water Authority, where 
he served until retirement. He was a 
member of the Wilson County Court 
(Commission) for 27 years. Ralph was a 
leader of the Agricultural Committee of 
the County court, which was instrumen-
tal in securing land and funding for the 
James E. Ward Agricultural Center. Ralph 
McKee passed away on Dec. 21, 1989.

Dr. Lanas Smith
Lanas was born Dec. 23, 1958. He was 

raised on the Cainsville Road family 
farm, where his mother still resides and 
his oldest brother, Quintin, still farms. He 
is the third of four boys born to Ray and 
Dorothy Jean Smith. Lanas was a “fifth 
grade graduate” of the now closed Shop 
Springs School and graduated Lebanon 
High School in 1976. At LHS, he was 
president of the Wilson County 4-H Club 
and an officer in the Lebanon FFA Chap-
ter. He received his State FFA Degree and 
his American Farmer Degree. In 1979, 
Lanas graduated Middle Tennessee State 
University majoring in Animal Science 
and minoring in Agricultural Educa-
tion. He won numerous individual and 
team awards on the Livestock Judging 
Team and was president of the Block and 
Bridle Club. Here, he met his wife, Julie, 
who was on the Horse Judging Team. In 
the fall of 1979, Lanas received a teaching 
fellowship to the University of Kentucky, 
where he taught animal production and 
evaluation classes and coached the colle-
giate Livestock Judging Team while work-
ing on his graduate degrees. He received 
his M.S. in Animal Sciences in 1983 and 
his Ph.D. in Ruminant Nutrition in 1986. 
In 1986, Lanas accepted a position in St. 
Louis with Purina Mills as a cattle nu-
tritionist. He was transferred to Liberal, 
Kan. in 1987 as a consulting feedlot nutri-
tionist. In 1989, he left Purina to start his 
own feedlot consulting business, Midwest 
Feedlot Nutrition. Later that year, he en-

tered an agreement to do consulting for 
a small liquid premix company, Midwest 
PMS, Inc. That small group of cattle spe-
cialists was able to build a cattle consult-
ing nutritionist group that today services 
more than 40 percent of cattle on feed in 
the United States. In 1996, Julie and Lanas 
moved to Colorado, where they reside 
on their horse and cattle farm outside 
of Boulder. Lanas operates his business 
out of his home office and maintains ac-
counts in 10 states. He has consulted in-
ternationally with cattle firms in Canada, 
Mexico, Brazil, Argentina, Australia, and 
South Africa. Lanas and Julie have three 
children: Paige, Parker, David.  

Noel Yelton
Noel Gray Yelton was born on June 

12, 1937 with his twin sister, Neva Elton 
White, at St. Thomas Hospital in down-
town Nashville. Clarence Gray Yelton and 
his wife, Mrs. Irene Hayes Yelton, brought 
their newborn twins home to Mt. Juliet; 
where they joined Noel’s older siblings 
(brother, Guy, and sister, Peggy) which 
completed their family. After living in 
Mt. Juliet for several years, they moved 
to what would become their family farm 
in Laguardo. During Noel’s high school 
years, he was introduced to more of what 
agriculture had to offer through the Fu-
ture Farmers of America. Bill Coley was 
his teacher and FFA Advisor. Mr. Coley 
made a huge impression and inspired a 
life-long love for farming that Noel would 
happily embrace. The familiar blue FFA 
jacket that Noel wore during his Mt. Juliet 

days show where he served as FFA vice 
president and president of his chapter. He 
graduated from Mt. Juliet High School in 
1956. Noel was to receive the FFA Ameri-
can Farmer Degree at the upcoming FFA 
Convention after graduation. However, 
having enlisted in the United States Army 
in order to serve his country, he had to 
leave a few days before the awards were 
given to the honorees. After serving in the 
Army, Noel returned home to Laguardo 
to resume his love of farming. He worked 
hard raising cows and hogs, as well as hay 
and tobacco. In 1961, Noel was named 
Wilson County’s Outstanding Young 
Farmer. Farming had not only found its 
way as something Noel enjoyed, but as 
a means to support himself and his new 
wife, Johnnie Mae Wright, whom he met 
and married in 1969. They were blessed 
with two children, Allen and Angela. In 
1978, Noel was named Wilson County 
Soil Conservation District’s Outstanding 
Conservation Farmer of the Year. Noel 
was a member of Cloyd’s Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church where he served 
as Deacon. Noel Yelton passed away on 
April 23, 1983 from lung cancer. He was 
46 years old.

Tickets for the banquet, at $20 each, 
can be purchased from Diane Major at 
615.444.1890 ext. 3. The cost is $20 each. 
Jordan’s Catering will be preparing the 
meal that evening.

For information on the Wilson County 
Ag Hall of Fame, visit wilsoncounty-
aghalloffame.org. 

Mid-South Livestock
Center, LLC

midsouthlivestock.com
Cattle Sale

Mondays 11:00 am
Receiving Cattle

Sunday 1-6pm
& Monday 7 am

(931) 294-5101Bill McKee
(615) 308-9035

Tommy Burgess
(615) 533-8518

3849 Hwy. 41-A North . Unionville, TN 37180

Hall of Fame...
continued from page 12

See ‘Crop sensitivity’ on page 15
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The FieldWatch registry offers two online 
platforms. DriftWatch is for producers of 
commercially grown crops sensitive to pesti-
cides and includes the ability to map bound-
aries around production fields. BeeCheck is 
a registry site for beekeepers that designates 
one-mile radius boundaries around apiar-
ies. Producers of commercially grown sen-
sitive crops who also manage apiaries may 
enter hive locations using either DriftWatch 
or BeeCheck. The registry will be offered at 
no cost to participating farmers and will be 
available online by March 29.

“Communication among producers and 
pesticide applicators is vital to ensuring a 
successful harvest for everyone,” Commis-
sioner Templeton said. “Applicators need 

to know the locations of sensitive sites so 
that they can take steps to avoid pesticide 
impact. This new registry will improve that 
communication, helping Tennessee main-
tain its reputation as a prime location for all 
types of agriculture.” 

Along with apiary sites, the registry also 
includes commercial vineyards of a half-
acre or larger, orchards, fruit and vegetable 
grow sites, nursery tobacco and Christmas 
tree production sites, and certified organic 
crops.

“We worked hard to identify a suitable 
registry for Tennessee’s cotton and soybean 
farmers so that they can comply with label 
requirements,” Templeton said. “Based on 
our research, FieldWatch offers us an estab-
lished program that is already being used by 
18 other states. We are pleased to offer this 
technology to farmers in Tennessee.”

To access DriftWatch and BeeCheck, 
visit fieldwatch.com. The website offers de-
tailed instructions to sign up and use the 

mapping tools. 
For more information, visit tn.gov/agri-

culture. 

I just enjoyed this season’s first cup of 
dandelion tea. I feel better already: stron-
ger, taller: my spine unbending from its 
couch posture. Dandelion is a wild super 
food which has gone from being an early 
spring green our foremothers looked 
forward to using, to widely considered a 
pest that herbicide producers depend on 
for a black bottom line. 

Dandelions are native to North 
America, Asia and Europe but have 
naturalized worldwide. The name is 
from the French “dent de lion” mean-
ing lion’s tooth: referring to the shape of 
the leaves. It has many common names, 
some of them very colorful, mainly due 
to the dandelions diuretic qualities. The 
flower opens in the morning and closes 
in the evening. It has one of the longest 

flowering seasons of any plant. One re-
source noted that until the 1800s, gar-
deners deliberately made room in their 
gardens for dandelions, chickweed and 
chamomile: all considered weeds now. 
Every part of this tap-rooted perennial 
is useful. 

As people food: The leaves can be 
eaten as a bitter green, raw or cooked. 
Victorians used the leaves in salads and 
sandwiches. The leaves contain vitamins 
A, C and K and minerals calcium, potas-
sium, iron and manganese. The roots can 
be dried for teas or ground as a coffee 
substitute. The flowers have been used in 
jelly, dandelion wine and as an ingredient 
in root beer. 

As animal food: Dandelions are one 
of the first spring nectar sources for pol-
linators.

As medicine: Historically, dandelion 
has been prized for its medicinal prop-

erties and its pharmacologically active 
compounds. Dandelion has been used as 
an herbal remedy to treat infections, liver 
problems, and as a diuretic. Of course, if 
one is allergic, don’t! 

As a dynamic accumulator: According 
to www.waldeneffect.org/blog, dandeli-
ons can be planted by fruit trees to func-
tion as a dynamic accumulator. This the-
ory, possibly first used by Robert Kourik 
in his book Designing and Maintain-
ing Your Edible Landscape—Naturally 
(1986), is that some tap rooted plants 
could bring trace minerals like sodium, 
silica, magnesium, calcium, potassium, 
phosphorus, iron and copper to the sur-
face to feed the trees. 

As a source of rubber: Dandelions se-
crete a white milky substance (latex). In 
the wild type the latex content is low but 
according to www.ime.fraunhofer.de/en/
presse_medien/rubber-from-dandeli-

ons, “using modern cultivation methods 
and optimization techniques, scientists 
in the Fraunhofer Institute for Molecu-
lar Biology and Applied Ecology (IME) 
in Germany developed a cultivar that is 
suitable for production of natural rub-
ber. The latex produced exhibits the same 
quality as the natural rubber from rubber 
trees. In collaboration with Continental 
Tires, IME is building a pilot facility. As 
of May 2014, the first prototype test tires 
made with blends from dandelion-rub-
ber were scheduled for testing on public 
roads….”. 

And as weeds: Dandelions are consid-
ered invasive in Alaska. In the long day-
light summer hours one species can get 
to 33 inches. 

Winnie the Pooh’s author, A. A. Milne, 
wrote “weeds are flowers (friends) too, 
once you get to know them.” Now we 
know! 

Auntie E’s
The Gardener’s Edge

Dandelion weeds have amazing array of benefits, uses

Randy Lamberson
807 East Main St.
Watertown, TN 37184
www.heatandcooltn.com

“Ya should have bought it when you saw it!”
*8 Days a Week*

WatertownTN.com/Jims

We
Carry

Maine
Pure Maple
Syrup XYLOPHONE (METAL) - $25 SALE PRICE

RARE OVAL PEACOCK HAT BOX

METAL ADJUSTABLE CHAISE LOUNGE CHAIR

WICKER CHAISE LOUNGE

    TABLE WITH 3 LEAVES, 6 CHAIRS
    DINING SET - SALE PRICE $85

*  1 BLOCK OFF THE SQUARE AT 207 E. MAIN  * SHOP
LOCAL

“RARE” CHILD’S MORRIS JR. CHAIR

Jim Amero
 Owner of Jim’s Antiques & Mile Long Yard Sale Coordinator

Crop sensitivity...
continued from page 14
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John Greer Jr. of State Farm Insurance presents certificates of recognition and 
Athlete of the Week T-shirts to outstanding area athletes. The Watertown Lady 
Purple Tiger Athlete of The Week for March 17 is Jada Moss, who plays 2nd base 
on the softball team. Jada had a batting average of .312 for the week, with an on 
base percentage of .389. For the week, Jada had a perfect fielding percentage at 
2nd base. Bailey Holden is the Watertown Purple Tiger Athlete of the week and 
is a utility infielder for the baseball team. He played various positions in the pri-
or week as regular season games got underway as well as tournament games 
in Gatlinburg. Bailey pitched 3 innings striking out 3 while giving up 1 run. He 
was 5 for 12 with 4 RBIs, 2 SB and 3-2Bs at the plate. Top left photo, from left: 
John Greer Jr., Bailey Holden, Jada Moss and Coach Sarah Gentry. The Water-
town Middle School Lady Purple Tiger Athlete of The Week is Chloe Poston, a 
pitcher on the softball team. For the week ending March 17, she had 2 hits at 

the plate and struck 
out 6 batters while 
on the mound.
In top center photo, 
from left: Coach 
Kristie Cantrell, 
Choloe Poston and 
Greer. Lance Fripp 
is Watertown Mid-
dle School Purple 
Tiger Athlete of the 
Week for March 17. 
Lance was a stand-
out at both hitting 
the ball and in the 
field on defense. 
He plays 1st base 
for the baseball 
team. In top right 
photo, from left: 
Athletic Director 
Blake Tarter, Lance 
Fripp and Greer. 
Southside School Lady Saints Athlete of the Week for March 17 is Camyrn 
Langley, short stop, who went 2 for 3 with a double and a homerun in the game 
against Watertown Middle. Chad York and Hunter Williams were honored for 
the Saints boys’ teams. Chad is a striker, midfield, defensemen on the soccer 
team and plays a number of positions, based on the team’s needs. He selfless-
ness and team play led to the Saints first victory against WMS in the opening 
season game. Hunter started off the baseball season with a strong outing on 
the mound as he threw a complete game, giving up one run with 8 strike outs 
for the week ending March 17. In 2nd photo from top right, from left: Greer, 
Hunter Williams, Camyrn Langley, Chad York and Southside Saints Athletic Di-
rector Kelli Hall. Mackenzie McDonald was honored as Lady Saint Athlete of 
the Week ending March 24. Mackenzie plays catcher and has hit the ball “very 
hard,” smacking 2 HRs so far this season, and is a force to be reckoned with 
behind the plate. Mckane Everett, catcher, is the Saints Baseball Player of the 
Week and has played well behind the plate. Mckane smacked an HR vs. Winfree 
Bryant in the prior week’s game. Kaden Kuhl is the Saints Soccer Player of the 
Week and is a defenseman. Kaden is in his first season on the team and has 
taken on a lot of responsibilities, learning quickly and playing hard. In bottom 
right photo, from left: Greer, Mackenzie McDonald, Kaden Kuhl, Mckane Everett 
and Southside Athletic Director Kelli Hall.  photos submittedPAID FOR BY JOHN GREER JR.

REGISTER OF DEEDS
EARLY VOTING JULY 13-28        ELECTION DAY AUGUST 2

John Greer Jr., Tony Shelton, Sue Shelton, Janice Scruggs & Wayne Lokey

435 West Main Street, Lebanon, TN 37087
615-444-9043

John D. Greer Jr.
Owner/Agent

Greer honors young local athletes
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Ray Justice, a lifelong resident of Wil-
son County and current city commis-
sioner for the City of Mt. Juliet, is an-
nouncing his candidacy for sheriff of 
Wilson County. 

Justice is a 1980 graduate of Mt. Juliet 
High School and has five children who 
are graduates of, or who are currently at-
tending, Wilson County schools. Justice is 
a graduate of the Tennessee Law Enforce-
ment Training Academy and has worked 
in law enforcement for over 20 years. 

Justice worked the roads of Wilson 
County for several years as a DUI offi-
cer, along with his patrol activities, and 
was tasked with writing and managing 
federal and state grants for equipment 
and manpower. He was the first Drug 
Recognition Expert certified in Wilson 
County; a program certified by the Na-
tional Highway Transportation Safety 
Administration and the International 
Association of Chiefs of Police.

“Wilson County deserves a sheriff 
that is inclusive and believes the com-
munities of Statesville, Norene, Cot-
tage Homes and Watertown deserve the 
same level of protection as the people of 

Lebanon and Mt. Juliet receive,” Justice 
says. 

Justice says his experience working 
with fellow commissioners and staff to 
make the city of Mt. Juliet one of the fast-
est growing cities in the state and one of 
the top safest cities in the state, coupled 
with having one of the lowest property 
taxes in the state, are a prime example 
of conservative management in govern-
ment. “This, along with my experience in 
law enforcement, makes me the best can-
didate for the job,” says Justice.

According to Justice, the current ad-
ministration has raised the operating 
budget 24 percent in the last two years 
without substantially increasing man-
power, says Justice. This happened on 
the backs of a 35-cent property tax hike 
in Wilson County two years ago. 

Justice says, “I believe in keeping in 
touch with the taxpayers while working 
with the men and women in uniform, 
giving everyone a sense of confidence 
their sheriff is walking beside them, and 
I will be consistent and dependable in all 
aspects of management as we take Wil-
son County law enforcement to the next 

level.”
Justice says 

he will re-
duce the cur-
rent budget 
15 percent 
when elected; 
will create a 
TRUE juve-
nile division; 
will initiate an 
education and 

enforcement program to fight the opioid 
crisis that is rampant nationwide and will 
not allow any level of corruption to exist 
at the Wilson County Sheriff ’s Depart-
ment. 

Along with Justice’s many roles in lo-
cal government, he has long been an 
advocate for Wilson County youth, per-
forming numerous “mock” DUI crashes 
at every Wilson County high school, 
both public and private. He served on 
the board of directors of the Mt. Juliet 
Little League baseball and softball pro-
grams for over 20 years, serving in the 
role of vice president, then president in 
2010 and 2011.  

Justice also served on the board of di-
rectors of the Mt. Juliet Youth Football 
and Cheerleading program and was a 
coach in that program as well.

He is the former chair of the Mt. Ju-
liet Parks Board that transformed Char-
lie Daniels Park into the showpiece the 
children of Wilson County enjoy today 
and was instrumental in building the 
Mt. Juliet Community Center at Charlie 
Daniels Park.

Justice believes “Our greatest assets 
are our children and our senior citizens.” 

“Our children are our future, they are 
what our county will someday be, and 
our seniors have the wisdom that, if we 
listen to them, will keep us from repeat-
ing the mistakes of the past,” he says.

“I want to move the Wilson County 
Sheriff ’s Office forward and create a 
working environment the men and 
women who work our streets can en-
joy and allow the residents of Wilson 
County to have confidence their elected 
officials are working for them. I want to 
provide conservative leadership in law 
enforcement in Wilson County, and I’m 
asking for your vote on Aug. 2.”

Merrilee Wineinger, an ordained 
United Methodist Minister, announces 
her candidacy for Tennessee’s U.S. Con-
gressional District 6 seat on the Demo-
cratic ticket.

Wineinger, a 24-year resident of Dis-
trict 6, seeks the open seat due to current 
Rep. Diane Black’s run for Tennessee’s 
governor. The 6th District includes Can-
non, Clay, Coffee, Cumberland, DeKalb, 
Fentress, Jackson, Macon, Overton, 
Pickett, Putnam, Robertson, Smith, 
Sumner, Trousdale, White and Wilson 
counties. Very small pieces of Cheatham 
and Van Buren are also in the district. 

“If you elect me as your next represen-
tative, I will take to Congress years of ex-
perience as a bridge builder in my work 
with non-profit organizations, on issues 
at the local, state, and national levels, as 
well as with people of all faiths,” said Wi-
neinger, who lives in Hendersonville.

“We need real solutions to the very 
real problems you face every day here in 
the 6th District,” the life-long Democrat 

continued. “We need non-par-
tisan plans put into action for 
the good of all of the people.”

Wineinger serves her com-
munity and Middle Tennes-
see through the Faith that 
Heals Ministries, Tennessee 
Conference United Method-
ist Church. Her efforts have 
helped to bring Tennesseans 
from across the state to advo-
cate to close the health insur-
ance coverage gap. She helped 
alcoholics and addicts recover from 
substance abuse and raised awareness of 
the importance of raising the minimum 
wage to a living wage. 

“I am an advocate, teacher and orga-
nizer for peace and justice,” Wineinger 
said. “I connect, encourage, and organize 
community members to work toward 
a common goal. Everyone has the po-
tential to achieve their highest dreams. 
People flourish when they have food 
security, clean water, fresh air, loving 

relationships, safe neigh-
borhoods, and a roof over 
their heads.” She said her 
campaign will focus on jus-
tice in health care, equality 
in wages, and strengthen-
ing the American infra-
structure “that in the past 
made our country the envy 
of the world but is now be-
ing neglected.” 

“Also, people feel their 
voices are not being heard 

by their elected officials,” Wineinger 
said. If elected, she intends to change 
that. “You are not voiceless. We have a 
strong and powerful voice. When we lis-
ten to one another and join together, our 
voices become loud enough to drown 
out the ones who believe that their pow-
er is stronger than ours.

“Send me to Washington D.C., as your 
next District 6 Representative, so I can 
bring your voices to the table. I am a 
change agent for Tennesseans ready to 

work on the issues that will allow you to 
thrive, not just survive”

Wineinger holds a bachelor’s degree in 
Management and Human Development 
from Trevecca University and a Master 
of Divinity from Vanderbilt University. 
She is a recipient of the Tennessee Justice 

Ray Justice announces candidacy for Wilson County Sheriff

Merrilee Wineinger announces run for U.S. Congress Dist. 6

Ray Justice

Merrilee Wineinger

See ‘Wineinger’ on page 20
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The Minutes of the Board and Alder-
persons of City of Watertown, Wilson 
County, TN Feb. 20, 2018. 

The Board of Mayor and Alderper-
sons of the City of Watertown, Wilson 
County TN met in regular session on 
Feb.20, 2018 at 6 p.m. at the Watertown 
Community Center.

Alderpersons Present: Brandy Hol-
comb, Tom Nix, Katie Smith, Kristie 
Cantrell and Mayor Mike Jennings.

Alderperson Absent: Tony Lea and 
Brandon Howard

Mayor Mike Jennings called meeting 
to order and led in prayer.

Special guest Brinley Holcomb, 
daughter of Nathan and Brandy Hol-
comb, led the Pledge.

Mayor Mike Jennings presented Jan. 
29, 2018 minutes for approval. Tom Nix 
and Katie Smith requested the minutes 
be amended. Katie Smith made motion 
to approve minutes as amended with 
proper second made by Kristie Cantrell. 
Motion carried unanimously. Note: of-
ficial minutes revised as requested.

Public Business
Jim Amero mentioned his business 

has moved to 207 East Main Street. Jim 
also mentioned the yard sale applica-
tions are coming in which the mile long 
sale will be April 21, 2018. 

Vicki Frazier, who is new to Water-
town and has an Insurance business on 
the square and is the Chamber President, 
addressed the Council. Frazier present-
ed to the council a non-profit organiza-
tion called Tennessee Artist’s Guild. The 
car show will be Saturday, June 16, 2018. 
This may consist approximately 200 cars 
to show. Frazier requested from the city 
to use city property to park cars. Frazier 
also mentioned hope this to be an an-
nual event. Katie Smith mentioned the 
Ag Pavilion will be used by farmers. 

Frazier also requested closing the 
square on Saturday, June 16, 2018 from 
8 a.m. till 3 p.m. with awards given at 3 
p.m. Mayor Jennings asked Frazier what 
was the Chambers position on closing 
the square? Frazier stated the Chamber 
was all for it.

Tom Nix made motion to approve to 
close square with proper second made 
by Katie Smith.

Mayor Jennings asked Frazier if they 

were going to have a band on the square 
or show cars and Frazier replied, “both”.

Mayor Jennings asked Frazier to take 
a look at the area and come back with 
a plan in March before council for ap-
proval. 

After much discussion Tom Nix with-
draw his motion to close the square with 
proper second made by Katie Smith. 

Rick Oakley:
Oakley asked about 

the process on the 
city surplus items for 
sale and when will it 
will be decided. May-
or Jennings stated he 
will be informed; it 
has not yet been de-
cided on how it is go-
ing to be done. 

Police Report
Chief Bill Laney 

presented police re-
port. Brandy Hol-
comb asked where 
the electronic speed 
sign was set up. Chief 
Laney stated it was 
not out at this time. 
There were no ques-
tions for the chief.

Mayor Jennings 
recommend to coun-
cil to hire three part 
time police officers: 
Don Willis, Andre 
Johnson and Jona-
than Rogers. Katie Smith made motion 
to approve with proper second by Tom 
Nix. Motion carried unanimously.

Sewer Report
Dale Smith introduced his new em-

ployee Mrs. Michelle Cox. Dale men-
tioned he has contacted Mr. Bret Ward 
with MTAS about the development on 
the outside of town. Dale stated Mr. 
Ward along with their engineer will 
meet with the city and the developers 
of the property on how to develop best 
interests for city. Dale stated it is some-
thing we need to stay on top of. Mayor 
Jennings stated, it does.

Dale mentioned his contract already 
has been discussed last month. Mayor 
Jennings asked Dale if he wanted to 
go forward with contract if it was the 

pleasure of the council. Mayor Jennings 
also stated last month there were some 
questions regarding contract and he 
asked if there were any additional ques-
tions please let him know. Mayor Jen-
nings stated he had not received any 
additional questions. Mayor Jennings 
asked council if they wanted to consider 
the extension of Dale Smith’s contract. 

Katie Smith stated ac-
cording to minutes 
and what Brandon 
Howard stated he 
would like to table for 
30 days and it has not 
been 30 days. Mayor 
Jennings stated we 
will discuss at March 
council meeting. 

Mayor Jennings 
mentioned the coun-
cil authorized Bob 
Slayden with Water 
Management Service 
to do a report which 
is costing $5,000. The 
report will be done by 
March 15, 2018. 

Fire Report
Chief John Jewell 

absent. Assistant Chief 
Blake Haun presented 
fire report. There were 
38 calls reported in 
January. 

Old Business
Mayor Jennings 

mentioned the grant seminar he attend-
ed on Feb. 12, 2018 was very helpful 
and useful information. Mayor Jennings 
mentioned he has ideas for sidewalks, 
park improvement and creek. 

Mayor Jennings mentioned last 
month the council approved to pay wa-
ter bills by bank draft. We figured on 150 
customers with a roughly cost of $150 
to start the process. When we started 
implementing last month the computer 
program that we have through United 
Systems - we cannot do that with exist-
ing computer program, and it is going to 
cost $695 to put that program in. Mayor 
Jennings stated since council had al-
ready approved it and he had put in the 
paper twice the city had already bought 
the software. Mayor Jennings also stated 

he is looking into changing systems. 
Mayor Jennings presented to coun-

cil a proposal from Randell Smitty 
for $3,000 to reinforce men’s bath-
room floor in The Community Cen-
ter from underneath and widen men’s 
bathroom door to 36”. This cost also 
includes refigure stall design to make 
handicap accessible. Tom Nix made 
motion to approve with proper second 
by Brandy Holcomb. Motion carried 
unanimously.

Mayor Jennings mentioned next 
council meeting will be March 20, 2018 
at 6 p.m.

Council Member Comments
Brandy Holcomb asked if Mayor Jen-

nings has spoken with Jason Haley or if 
he had update on the proposed devel-
opment east of the city off Sparta Pike. 
Mayor Jennings stated he is interested 
but needs more details and informa-
tion. Katie Smith asked time line for 
planning this type project. Mayor Jen-
nings advised could be several months. 
Katie Smith asked how the city can 
evaluate this request. Mayor Jennings 
stated the developer is going to need to 
provide cost estimate for the trunk line 
for the city to review. Dale Smith sug-
gested the city and the developer meet 
with MTAS engineers to prepare cost 
estimate. Dale Smith also stated the 
cost trunk line should be paid for by 
the developer. Mayor Jennings agreed, 
but that’s not what the developer is re-
questing. Dale Smith recommended to 
Mayor Jennings to set up meeting with 
MTAS and developer. 

Tom Nix had no comments.
Katie Smith mentioned we are still in 

need for more parking. Katie also men-
tioned a tremendous volunteer effort 
for events from Historic Watertown and 
Chamber etc. Katie requested the city 
to help get out trash cans and pick up 
trash after events instead of having the 
volunteers do it. Mayor Jennings stated 
he will support, but will need to be giv-
en information and details and notice. 
Mayor Jennings stated he will be glad to 
accommodate.

Kristie Cantrell had no comments.
Katie Smith made motion to adjourn 

meeting with proper second made by 
Tom Nix. Motion carried unanimously.

Watertown City Council minutes of Feb. 20 meeting

‘Mayor Jennings presented 
to council a proposal from 

Randell Smitty for $3,000 to 
reinforce men’s bathroom 
floor in The Community 
Center from underneath 

and widen men’s 
bathroom door to 36”. This 
cost also includes refigure 
stall design to make handi-

cap accessible. 
Tom Nix made motion to 

approve with proper second 
by Brandy Holcomb. Motion 

carried unanimously.
Mayor Jennings mentioned 
next council meeting will be 
March 20, 2018 at 6 p.m.’
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Place Your 
Advertisement
with The Edge!

Email 
info@TheEdge.News 
or call 615.618.2184

NEWLY
REMODELED

3 Bedrooms, 1 Bath with 3 Bedrooms, 1 Bath with 
large detached garage on 

large lot. NEW HVAC, 
Roof, Windows, the list 

goes on.

APARTMENTS

HOME DESIGN SERVICES

Beckwith Apartments
302 Beckwith Avenue  Watertown

“Finish each day and be done with it.
You have done what you could. Some blunders and absurdities 
no doubt crept in; forget them as soon as you can. Tomorrow is 

a new day. You shall begin it serenely and with too high
a spirit to be encumbered with your old nonsense.” 

~ Ralph Waldo Emerson

CLASSIFIEDS 
BUYING U.S. COINS

2018 SEASON IS NOW OPEN 
BOOTH OPEN SATURDAYS 
& SUNDAYS at Parkland Flea 
Market, Highway 231 South. 

See Gerald at Booth 16 or call 
615.519.7777.  Will come to you.

WANT TO BUY

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Carpentry, Decks, Pressure Wash-
ing, Drywall, Plumbing, Electrical. 
Also specializing in landscaping, 
property maintenance, pond/wa-

terfall design and installation. CDB 
Home Improvement Services, 

Dwayne Binkley, 615-917-4563. 
Free Estimates.   (t12-21)

SERVICES

APARTMENTS

Send us your sports, school etc. photos!
The Edge welcomes submissions of local sports photos 

or photos of activities in our schools or communities!
Call Lounita at 615.618.2184 or email Info@TheEdge.

News with questions.
Email us high resolution jpegs and be sure to include in-

formation about the photo and the photographer’s name 
for photo credit.
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Center’s Hometown Hero Award, the 
Tennessee Health Care Campaign Life-

Saver Award, and the TNUMC Peace 
and Justice Award.

During her years in Tennessee, Win-
einger held volunteer leadership roles in 
the public schools, charitable organiza-
tions, and civic programs. She’s a mem-
ber of the League of Women Voters. She 
sits on the Tennessee Conference UMC 
Board of Church & Society, Committee 
on Health & Welfare, Disability Con-
cerns. She is also a board member for 
Justice for Our Neighbors, a non-profit 
immigration legal service for survivors 
of persecution, violence and poverty.

Previously, she’s worked as the direc-
tor of Health and Wholeness Ministries 
at Hendersonville First United Method-
ist Church, where she guided people in 
need toward physical, emotional, men-
tal, and spiritual health – addressing 
the whole person’s relationship with the 
world around them. 

Wineinger is the mom of Samantha 
Mitchell and Alex Bogert and grand-
mother of Quaid Mitchell. Her husband, 
Terry, works in the subsea industry. 
Her favorite pastime is playing with her 
grandson and crocheting. For more in-
formation about how to get involved, go 
to merrileefortennessee.com.

Wineinger...
continued from page 17

VENDOR BOOTH SPACE AVAILABLE $25.00
For more information:

Amanda Swann (615) 517-4724 or Vickie Vaughn (615) 804-9528


