
Butterfly/moth 

totem at Callaway 

Gardens tells life 

cycle story

- See Auntie E’s

The Gardener’s Edge

on page 5

FREE!
NEWS FOR YOUR COMMUNITY

Alexandria s Auburntown s Brush 

Creek s Cainsville s Dowelltown 

s Lascassas s Lebanon s Liberty s 

Milton s Norene s Shop Springs s  

Statesville s Watertown

  Volume #4   Issue #1     Thursday, January 4, 2018   Distributed Bi-Weekly

Editor’s Note: Starting with this edition 
of The Edge, we are offering a new feature 
provided by the Watertown East-Wilson 
Chamber of Commerce spotlighting their 
most interesting members throughout the 
year of 2018. We hope you enjoy these ar-
ticles and glean some great information 
about local business and individuals! For 
the first week of January, Sun Graphic, lo-
cated at 128 Depot 
Ave., Watertown, 
is spotlighted.

Husband and 
wife team Pat 
Jackson and Don-
na Delmas are the 
talent behind the 
commercial and 
residential signs, 
film industry 
props and gym 
floor graphics 
produced by Sun 
Graphic Signs. 
Their graphic cre-
ations have cre-
ated a name for 
the team, who has 
made film props 
including hand 
lettered signage, paintings and various 
other objects.

Pat and Donna have been in the sign 
business for a combined 62 years. Al-
though their focus is on hand painted 
and carved signs, they can fabricate 
most any sign imaginable.

The quality of work they produce 
comes from an ability to visualize their 
creations in many phases. About 60 per-
cent of their business in in sports-floor 

designs and 
graphic patterns 
for 11 flooring 
companies in a 
seven-state area. 
They handle any 
s p o r t s - f l o o r s 
from elemen-
tary to the pros 
and many SEC 
floors and walls. 
Often, they pro-
vide the adhe-
sive patterns and 
masks for the 
hand painted 
floors and walls. 
“We can make 
anyone an art-
ist with our pat-
terns and adhe-

sive masks,” says Delmas. 

In photo at left, Pat Jackson of Sun Graphic 
Signs hand letters a vehicle door while working 
in the Sun Graphic Signs shop on Depot Avenue 
in Watertown. In top photo is seen graphic letter-
ing on the floor of the practice gym for the New 
Orleans Pelicans. Next is a painting by Pat. At 
right, Donna Delmas is known for her “naked 
chickens”, which started while in art class when 
she couldn’t afford to hire a model for nude por-
traits, as well as buy food - so this creative artist 
posed and painted her dinner!    photos submitted

SEC gym floor designs 
created by local artists
Jackson, Delmas in demand 
for film props, signage, more

See ‘SEC gym floor’ on page 2
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Delmas and Jackson are accomplished 
visual artists who have found a way to 
make a living doing what they are meant 
to do - create. Between the two of them 
with their various styles of painting, 
there is little they can be asked to do that 
they can’t find a way to make happen. 

Sun Graphic Signs will open their 
doors for a Business After Hours on 
Jan. 18 from 7 to 9 p.m. for community 
members to get to know them better. 
The event is part of a monthly plan to 

have evening events in Watertown on 
the third Thursday of the month at vari-
ous businesses so the community can 
get to know more of what Watertown 
has to offer. There will be door prizes 
and refreshments provided. The events 
are sponsored by the Watertown Cham-
ber of Commerce and The Edge news-
paper. Everyone is welcome to attend. 
Bring plenty of business cards!

Great Food! Great Entertainment!
That’s LuLu’s!

6-8 pm
8-10pm

MON & THURS
11 am-8 pm

TUES & WED
11 am - 3 pm

FRI & SAT
11 am - 10 pm

120 East Main St.
Watertown, TN
615-697-2121

Saturdays
Two Sets!

SEC gym floor...
continued from page 1

Talented artists Pat Jack-
son and Donna Delmas, the 
husband/wife team at Sun 
Graphic Signs, seem to pos-
sess the ability to create 
an endless list of graphics, 
signs and paintings. At left 
is a wooden Stonehaus Win-
ery crest hand carved by Pat. 
At right is a “treasure map” 
which Pat created as a prop 
for a film, one of several in-
dustries that take advantage 
of the services offered by the 
talented artists of Sun Graphic Signs of Watertown. Below is a reclining dog painted by 
Donna. Bottom left are Donna and Pat enjoying some down time. photos submitted

If you are looking for a drug store that
cares about you and your health,
and offers fast, friendly service,
come by and let us show you what
we offer! You won’t be disappointed!

with Watertown Drugs.
NEW YEARStart Out Your

615-237-0107

EAST

First Stop for Plumbing
CPVC, PVC, & Pex Pipe & Fittings
Crossover fittings from Sharkbite

(crimp & slip)
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Recently, Mark Pody, former State 
Representative of the 46th District, was 
elected to the Tennessee State Senate in 
a special election held in December. The 
votes of that election have been officially 
certified, leaving the seat of Representa-
tive for the 46th District vacated. The 
Wilson County Commission is required 
to appoint an individual to fill the vacat-
ed seat until the general election, which 
will be held on Nov. 5, 2018.

The Wilson Coun-
ty Mayor’s office has 
worked closely with 
the following indi-
viduals and offices to 
ensure that the law is 
upheld in every as-
pect of this appoint-
ment: Robin Roberts, 
CTAS representative; 
Phillip Warren, Wilson County Elec-
tion Commission; Lee Pope, State of 
Tennessee Office of Open Records; An-
drew Dodd, Tennessee State Election 
Commission; County Attorney Mike 
Jennings; and the State of Tennessee’s 
Comptroller’s Office. 

T.C.A 5-5-111 states that a public no-
tice must run in a paper of general cir-
culation for not less than seven full days 
prior to the meeting. Upon receiving the 
certification of the votes from the spe-
cial election, the earliest possible date 
that a public notice would appear in 
most every paper in Wilson County was 
Jan. 3, 2017. (This article does not serve 
as a public notice. Rather, a public no-
tice stating the date, time and location of 
the special called meeting to make this 
appointment is found in the Public No-
tice section of this publication on page 
15.) With this in mind, the County May-
or’s Office surveyed the Wilson County 
Commission in regards to which date 
the Commission as a whole would pre-
fer to meet and make the appointment. 
After tallying the votes, the special called 
meeting is set for Wednesday, Jan. 10 at 
6 p.m. in the upstairs County Commis-
sion Room of the Wilson County Court-
house. The individual selected by the 
County Commission to represent the 
46th District will take office immedi-
ately and serve until the Nov. 5 election.

The State Representative for the 46th 

District includes Cannon County and 
portions of Wilson and DeKalb coun-
ties. Individuals nominated to fill the 
vacant position must be residents of the 
46th district. Registered voters of these 
districts are allowed to submit names for 
consideration either during the meeting 
or in writing to the County Mayor prior 
to the meeting.

The procedure for the special called 
meeting will be as follows: the public 

will be allowed to sub-
mit names to the com-
missioners of individu-
als they would like to see 
as State Representative 
for the 46th District. Af-
ter the public comments 
period has ended, the 
Commission will then 
return to regular session 

and review the nominations spoken dur-
ing the public comments period. At this 
time, commissioners will begin mak-
ing nominations. Though public com-
ments will be accepted and considered, 
all official nominations must be made by 
county commissioners. A county com-
missioner can nominate an individual 
recommended by the public, provid-
ing the individual nominated agrees, 
in writing, to serve if elected. A county 
commissioner can, however, choose 
to nominate an individual who was 
not discussed during the time for pub-
lic comments. Should a commissioner 
nominate an individual that is not pres-
ent at the meeting, the commissioner 
making the nomination must present a 
signed statement by the nominee that he 
or she is willing to serve should they be 
elected. There is no second required to 
the nominations. 

After nominations cease on the floor, 
the nominated individuals will be given 
an opportunity to address the Commis-
sion. Nominees will be asked to make 
a brief statement about themselves 
and why they are seeking the position. 
Please note that only the nominees that 
were nominated by a county commis-
sioner will be allowed to address the full 
Commission at this time. There will be 
no public comment period after nomi-
nations have been submitted.

Members of the County Commission 

will be the only individuals allowed to 
vote on the vacancy issue. The County 
Commissioners will use paper ballots 
to vote. It will take a majority vote of 
at least 13 votes on the first ballot, or if 
there is a tie between two individuals, 
the nominees with the lowest number 
of votes will be eliminated and a second 
vote will be taken. This process will con-
tinue until one individual receives a ma-
jority, or 13 votes. Once the vacancy has 
been filled, the individual elected will 
serve until the next general election.

The County Mayor’s office has submit-
ted a public notice outlining the meeting 
date, time and place to every newspaper 
in Wilson County as well as newspapers 
in Cannon and DeKalb counties. Cop-
ies of the public notice have also been 
sent to the county mayor in both Can-
non and DeKalb counties. In addition, 
a copy of the public notice regarding 
this meeting is available to view online 
at wilsoncountytn.gov. If you have any 
other specific questions related to this 
process, contact the Wilson County 

Mayor’s office and they will do their best 
to assist you. 

903 W. Main St.  Watertown

Owner
Mark Fletcher

(615) 237-0009

Wilson Co. Commission to elect state representative Jan. 10

‘The State
Representative for the 
46th District includes
Cannon County and

portions of Wilson and 
DeKalb counties.’
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I hope that each of you, and your 
families, had a very Happy New Year 
and are looking forward to 2018. It just 
seems like yesterday that I was doing my 
“New Year’s message” for 2017. 

Because of the holidays, there is not 
a lot to report to you at this time. Our 
next Watertown City Council meeting 
will be on Tuesday, Jan. 16 at 6 p.m. As 
always, you are invited to attend and 
participate. 

Our youth basketball league games 
will begin in earnest very soon and Bob 
Morgan reminded me yesterday that we 
will begin community league sign-ups 
for baseball, softball and T-ball the last 

two weeks of January and into Febru-
ary. I hope that you will take advantage 
of the opportunities to 
participate in both our 
basketball and commu-
nity league baseball and 
softball programs.

One thing I did not 
notice much of over the 
New Years’ holiday was 
the sounds of fireworks. 
I suspect that single 
digit temperatures, with 
sub-zero wind chills, 
had a lot to do with that. 

I hope that you will 
notice that the work of 
the city does not slow 
down, or go away, be-
cause of frigid tem-

peratures. Our street employees were 
called out on Christmas Eve afternoon 

to repair a water leak, 
and I suspect this 
won’t be the last one. 
Cold weather can be 
extremely hard on 
our water and sewer 
lines, as they have 
been in the ground 
for decades, and we 
try to keep a close eye 
around town for po-
tential leaks.

I noticed this 
morning the sign for 
the Watertown Vol-
unteer Fire Depart-
ment Fish Fry for this 
Saturday is up. That 

is a great opportunity to get over to the 
Public Safety Building and get a “to go 
plate” to watch the Titans play Kansas 
City in the playoffs late Saturday after-
noon. And the Tennessee Volunteers 
will be playing Kentucky on television 
later that evening. 

So, welcome to 2018! Please do your 
best to stay warm and together we will 
get through this. Spring is right around 
the corner! 

Thank you for the opportunity to 
serve as your mayor. I look forward to 
continuing to work with the Watertown 
City Council and the great people of 
our community to work to make our 
community the best it can possibly be. 
As always, if you have questions, com-
ments or suggestions, please let me or 
any member of the city council know.  

Listening to the radio, I heard a DJ 
ask the question, “What’s your favorite 

memory of Christmas?” 
That brought my mind into focus on a 

memory from many years ago - maybe 
when I was just a teenager - a  long time 
ago! When we opened gifts on Christmas 
Eve, my Memere (French for Grandma) 
and my Aunt Lucile (Lulu) came to our 

house from theirs - a distance of 40 to 50 
miles away.

My dad and Aunt Lulu always gave 
a joke gift to one another. Some years, 
when neither one suspected, one of them 
would get a medium box, spruce it up 
with ribbons and bows and place the 
joke gift inside it. What was it, you ask? 
Well, my aunt had red hair and my dad 
had none! He was bald at 19. The gift that 
floated between them was a red wig. Oh 
what laughter it caused when it skipped 
a year or two, and dad was the brunt of 
the joke. 

Also growing up, the Christmas tree 
was always a large tree that took up a 
corner in the parlor - a spot usually only 

reserved for company. But at Christ-
mas, myself, brother and sister would set 
mesmerized on the parlor rug, staring in 
amazement at those colorful, wonderful, 
bubble lights. We were watching them 
and thinking what could be in the boxes 
of presents. And knowing that Santa and 
the Elves would deliver some more, of 
course we always left milk and cookies 
for old Saint Nick.

These great memories were triggered 
just by a radio DJ and his question to no 
one in particular.

I hope everyone had a great Christmas 
and a Happy New Year and made lots of 
wonderful memories!

~ from Jim’s Antiques

Thoughts from Life in The Edge
Signups happen soon for youth ball leagues
First 2018 Volunteer Fire Department Fish Fry is Saturday, Jan. 8

Reflections from
Watertown Mayor Mike Jennings
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Radio comment about favorite Christmas memories brings reflection

‘I hope that you will notice 
that the work of the city 
does not slow down, or 

go away, because of frigid 
temperatures. Our street 
employees were called 
out on Christmas Eve 

afternoon to repair a water 
leak, and I suspect this 

won’t be the last one. Cold 
weather can be extremely 

hard on our water and 
sewer lines...’

The Edge of the Square
(Soon ‘East of the Square’)

By Jim Amero - MLYS Coordinator

December 6 in History
1877

Thomas Edison recorded “Mary had a Little Lamb”
on the first recording machine.

1964
Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer first aired on television

submitted by Jim Amero
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The Pavilion Senior Living at Carthage

www.ThePavilionSeniorLiving.com

Our specialized memory care neighborhood offers a
safe and social environment, with peace of mind.

innovative design details meet all the comforts
of home, and our compassionate team
of caregivers offer person-centered care
around the clock.

Alzheimer’s & Dementia Care
at Rutherford Circle is where

Rutherford Circle
at The Pavilion
Senior Living
at Carthage

Has Open Units,
Now Available.

Callaway Gardens has a butterfly house 
with a teak totem out front, on which the 
artist modeled the complete metamor-
phosis of a butterfly 
or moth. The arti-
fact starts at the bot-
tom with the eggs, 
and then works up 
through the stages 
of larva and pupa, 
with butterflies and 
moths taking wing 
at the top. The entire 
butterfly house ex-
perience is designed 
to teach and awe the 
visitor. The facts have 
not changed since we 
learned about meta-
morphosis in third or 
forth grade, but you 
come away with renewed appreciation for 
the process.

The eggs are laid on leaves, usually the 
underside. Eggs can be round, oval or 
cylindrical. One resource said that if you 
look closely you can actually see the tiny 
caterpillar growing inside the egg. 

Each caterpillar type will eat only cer-
tain types of leaves. Since they are tiny and 
cannot travel to a new plant, it is essential 
that the mother butterfly lay her eggs on 
the kind of leaf the caterpillar will eat. 

The second stage, the larva or caterpil-
lar, is a short feasting stage. When the egg 
hatches, the caterpillar will start its work: 
eating. When they start eating, they start 
growing. Their exoskeleton (skin) does 
not stretch, so they grow by shedding the 

outgrown skin (molting) several times. 
The third stage is maybe the most fas-

cinating stage of a butterfly’s life. As soon 
as a caterpillar reaches its full length and 
weight, it forms itself into a pupa, also 
known as a chrysalis (CRI sa lis). From the 

outside of the pupa/
chrysalis, it looks 
as if the caterpillar 
may just be resting, 
but inside there are 
rapid changes hap-
pening. The old body 
parts (tissues, limbs 
and organs) of the 
caterpillar are trans-
formed to become 
the butterfly. When 
the butterfly emerges 
from the chrysalis, 
the wings are soft and 
folded tight against 
its body. Soon it will 
pump blood into the 

wings to get them working. In three or 
four hours they will fly and immediately 
launch into their fourth stage. 

When in the fourth and final stage, but-
terflies are constantly on the lookout to 
reproduce. When a female lays her eggs 
on some leaves, the butterfly life cycle will 
start all over. This cycle, depending on the 
type of butterfly/Lepidoptera (lep e DOP 
ti ra) may take from a month to a year. 

Cedars of Lebanon State Park, here in 
Wilson County, has a butterfly garden ad-
jacent to the Nature Center. There you can 
see the native plants butterflies like, you 
may be able to spot eggs in the spring, and 
at times be surrounded by beautiful but-
terflies. Google it: see some beautiful pic-
tures. Visit it: learn and be inspired! 

Butterfly totem tells story
Auntie E’s

The Gardener’s Edge

The butterflies at the top of the totem.
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Virgil Bane 
Virgil Bane, age 78, of Lebanon, died 

Sunday afternoon, Dec. 31, 2017 at his 
residence.

Born March 23, 
1939 in Statesville, 
he was the son of the 
late Ardle and Lot-
tie Jaco Bane and was 
preceded in death by 
his sister, Hazel Wil-
liamson, and broth-
ers, Goble and Alton 
Bane. Virgil was a member of Hurricane 
Baptist Church and retired from TRW 
Ross Gear with 36 years of service.

Virgil is survived by Myra Bane; son, 
Richard Bane and his wife, Wisa; daugh-
ter, Melissa Robinson and her husband, 
Andy and children, Drew, Carrie and 
Peyton, all of Lebanon; brother, Robert 
Bane of Watertown; nieces and nephews.

Funeral services were at 1 p.m. 
Wednesday, Jan. 3, 2018 at Hunter Fu-
neral Home with Bro. Kenneth Tramel 
officiating. Family and friends served 

as pallbearers. Interment was at Jen-
nings Cemetery. Hunter Funeral Home 
615.237.9318.

Phillip W. Balding 
Phillip Wesley Balding, 88, died Sun-

day, Dec. 31, 2017.
He was born Feb. 25, 1929. Phillip was 

preceded in death by his wife, Jeanetta 
Balding, in 2004.

He is survived by his children, Cathy, 
Carol, Tony and Bruce and by 10 grand-
children and 19 great grandchildren.

Family and friends gathered for grave-
side services at 2 p.m. Monday, Jan. 1, 
2018 at Jones Hill Cemetery. Hunter Fu-
neral Home 615.237.9318.

Chuck Hensley  
Charles Everett 

“Chuck” Hensley, age 
61, of Lascassas, died 
Saturday morning, 
Dec. 30, 2017 at his 
residence.

Born Jan. 31, 1956 
in Corbin, Ky., he was 
the son of the late Wil-
liam Everett Hensley and Alice Louise 
Hill Hensley.

He is survived by his wife of 36 years, 
Angela, and sisters-in-law, Dianna Cara-
way and Cathy Walker and their families. 
He was a member of the Church of God - 
Family Worship Center in Murfreesboro. 
Chuck and Angela were in the antique/
gift business for 25 years with Heartbreak 
Ridge General Store in Lebanon and An-
gela’s Gift’s and More and Angela’s Gifts, 
both in Murfreesboro

 Chuck has requested cremation and 
a private Celebration of Life. Memori-
als may be made to Ziggy’s Tree Wild-
life Rehabilitation Center or the charity 
of your choice.Hunter Funeral Home 
615.237.9318.

Madlyn Carol Gavaldon 
Madlyn Carol Gavaldon, age 58, of 

Lebanon, died Friday, Dec. 29, 2017 at 
Centennial Medical Center in Nashville.

Born Sept. 1, 1959 
in Lebanon, she was 
preceded in death by 
her father, William 
Vaughn Pruitt.

She is survived by 
her daughters, Patricia 
(Joshua) McCormick 
of Defeated and Diana 
Harper of Knoxville; 
grandchildren, Tristan and Haily Mc-
Cormick, Carly and Chloe Ward, Claire 
Harper; mother, Ona Lee Tomlinson of 
Lebanon; sisters, Becky Tomlinson of 
Carthage, Cindy Hudson, Beth Cox and 
Lisa Taylor all of Lebanon; nieces, neph-
ews and cousins.

Funeral services were at 2 p.m. Tues-
day, Jan. 2, 2018 at Hunter Funeral 
Home with Bro. Melton Tribble offici-
ating. Pallbearers: Joshua and Tristan 
McCormick, Ricky, Robert, Jerry and 
Charles Taylor, Carey Hudson. Inter-
ment was at Hunter Memorial Park. 

Hunter Funeral Home 615.237.9318.

Edward Lynn Johnson 
Edward Lynn Johnson, age 79, of 

Lebanon, died Friday morning, Dec. 22, 
2017 at Tennova Healthcare.

Born March 18, 
1938, he was preceded 
in death by his father, 
Roy Hayden Johnson; 
mother and step-fa-
ther, Irene and Herbert 
Parker; daughter, Jan-
ice Marie Johnson; 
son, Daniel Goolsby; 
grandchildren, Angel 
and Heather Johnson; great granddaugh-
ter, Alexis Watts; sisters, Joyce Wooden 
and Betty Guthrie; brothers, Jerry John-
son, J.C. and Bobby Parker. He was a for-
mer employee of Fortune Plastics and a 
retired commerical truck driver.

Lynn is survived by his wife, Patricia 
Clark Johnson; children, Sharon (Brent) 
Bowen of Lebanon, Ava (Terry) Brew-
ington of Elmwood, Teresa (Jackie) 
Watts of Lebanon, Danny (Shannon) 
Johnson of Lebanon, Jennifer (James) 
Wilson of Spencer; 15 grandchildren and 
25 great grandchildren; brother, Jimmy 
(Carol) Johnson of Peoria, Ill.; sister, 
Yvonne (Robert) Sanders of Rome; 
sister-in-law, Pat Johnson of Lebanon; 
nieces and nephews. 

Funeral services were at 1 p.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 27, 2017 at Hunter 
Funeral Home with Jimmy Johnson of-
ficiating. Pallbearers: Danny Johnson, 
Francisco Gonzolas, Luke and Dale 
Brewington, Daniel Watts, Jason Stew-
art. Honorary pallbearers: Terry Brew-
ington, Brent Bowen, Jackie Watts, 
James Wilson. Interment was at Jones 
Hill Cemetery. Hunter Funeral Home 
615.237.9318.

The Edge Obituaries

Bane

Hensley

Johnson

Gavaldon

www.WatertownFlowerShop.com
412 Public Square  Watertown, TN
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We are so excited at Watertown Mid-
dle School to announce that we have en-
tered the Follett Challenge, a nationwide 
contest to win a piece of $200,000 for 
our school based on a new, innovative 
learning initiative! And we need your 
help to win! Part of the score is based 
on a people’s choice component. Any-
one can go online and 
watch the videos cre-
ated to showcase the 
educational initiative. 
We want you to vote 
on ours! Voting starts 
Jan. 22 and ends Jan. 
26. Individuals can 
show their support for 
a local school by vot-
ing once a day from 
the 22nd to the 26th at 
this website: follettch-
allenge.com. 

The initiative we 
have developed this 
year is called H.A.M.M.E.R. Time, 
which stands for Histrionic Associations 
of Mindful Meditation and Education in 
Reading. The idea behind the groups is 
that teachers will choose an appropri-
ately leveled book to read and the stu-
dents choose a book to read along with 
their teacher. It is such a great way to 

strengthen relationships and show our 
students that adults read too, and they 
even read books that middle schoolers 
read! Once in the groups the students 
will discuss, collaborate, and share 
about the book in an online format and 
in the classroom. 
Students have the 
opportunity to col-
laborate online and 
use technology in 
a variety of ways. 
Along with reading and discussing the 
book, students will also work together to 

complete creative proj-
ects. These projects are 
specifically designed to 
relate to different areas 
of intelligence, so there 
is a fun project for ev-
ery student. You like 
music? Make a mu-
sic video! You excel at 
math? Create a book 
budget! You like hands 
on? Make up your own 
board game based on 
the book! There are so 
many fun options that 
require students to 

collaborate, be creative, communicate, 
and apply other 21st century skills. We 
have even reached out and included the 
community through this newspaper by 
submitting book reviews written by our 
very own students! 

Combined with our Read Around the 
School challenge, we are really creating 

a culture of reading. The Read Around 
our School challenge is a simple pro-
gram where everyone at school fills out a 
paper strip for every book they read and 
those strips are turned into chain links. 
The links are connected and hung up 

around the school. 
Our goal is to create 
a paper chain that 
reaches all the way 
around the school. 
It’s a great visual rep-

resentation of what we can accomplish. 
Since part of each submission’s score 

is based on people’s choice voting we 
need you to vote! Remember, voting 
starts Jan, 22 and goes until Jan, 26. The 
rules state that anyone 13 and over can 
vote once a day until voting is closed. 
This grant would be a wonderful oppor-
tunity for us to be able to do some great 
things for our school, so show your sup-
port and vote every day!

Linda Robinson
Linda Robinson, age 76, of Watertown 

died Tuesday evening, Jan. 2, 2018 at 
Summit Medical Center in Hermitage.

Born April 13, 1941, she was the 
daughter of the late Herman Howell 
Patterson and Louise Thomas Patterson 
and was preceded in 
death by her husband, 
Franklin Thomas 
Robinson, Sr. and a 
son, Franklin Thomas 
Robinson, Jr.

Linda is survived by 
her sons, Jimmy Rob-
inson and his wife, 
Sherri, of Greenbriar, 
and Jeff Robinson; five grandchildren 
and 10 great grandchildren; brothers, 
Lewis (Joyce) Patterson of Watertown, 
Lawrence (Debbie) Patterson of Water-
town, Lane (Connie) Patterson of Brent-
wood; eight nieces and nephews. 

Funeral services were at 4 p.m. Thurs-
day, Jan. 4, 2018 at Hunter Funeral 
Home with Bro. Don Mathis officiating. 
Mrs. Robinson will be conveyed to the 
Alexander Funeral Home in Irvington, 
Ky., where funeral services will be at 2 
p.m. Friday. Visitation will be from 11 
a.m. till service time on Friday. Inter-
ment will be at Cedar Hill Cemetery in 
Irvington, Ky. Hunter Funeral Home 
615.237.9318.

Everett C. Latleif 
Everett Charles Latleif, age 94, of Wa-

tertown, died Monday morning, Dec. 
25, 2017 at Alive Hospice in Nashville

 He is survived by his sons, William 
Latleif of Watertown and Eddie Latleif 
of Laurel, Md. Funeral services and in-
terment for Mr. Latleif will be held in 
Laurel, Md. Hunter Funeral Home 615. 
237.9318.

The Edge Obituaries

Robinson

HOME  AUTO  LIFE  COMMERCIAL
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT
OR ADVANTAGE PLANS

We can often save our clients 30%-40%
on current costs of insurance.

There is an art to doing insurance right and we 
have 14 years experience to know what that is.

We take the time to let you know
what your policy means by reviewing it with you.  

When you have a claim,
we will help you through the process.

GET A FREE QUOTE TODAY!

MORE CHOICES  LESS COST

615.697.5066
call us today or visit our website to learn more

www.ArtizanInsurance.com
Insurance@ArtizanInsurance.com

214 PUBLIC SQUARE  WATERTOWN

Offering premium yet affordable
insurance plans from 30

of the top providers in the country.

Watertown school enters Follett Challenge
Your votes can help middle school win share of $200,000 prize

615-237-0107

EAST

First Stop for Plumbing
CPVC, PVC, & Pex Pipe & Fittings
Crossover fittings from Sharkbite

(crimp & slip)

“For it is written: ‘He shall give His 
angels charge over you, To keep 

you,’ “and, ‘In their hands they shall 
bear you up, Lest you dash your foot 
against a stone.’ And Jesus answered 
and said to him, “It has been said, 
‘You shall not tempt the Lord Your 
God.” Now when the devil had 

ended every temptation, he departed 
from Him until an opportune time.

Luke 4:10-13 NKJV

Guest Column from
Minda Campbell

Watertown Middle School

‘The initiative we have 
developed this year is 
called H.A.M.M.E.R. 

Time, which stands for 
Histrionic Associations 
of Mindful Meditation 

and Education
in Reading.’
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When folks learn that I have 
had the opportunity to travel, I 
am often asked where my favor-
ite place to go is located. Without 
hesitation I always answer “Mon-
ument Valley.”

I recall as a youngster watching 
black and white TV westerns and 
occasionally going to a Technicolor 
movie and seeing many of my fa-
vorite cowboys riding across the 
desert floor known as Monument 
Valley. I thought that the whole 
west must look like that.

I have visited it perhaps a half dozen 
times and would go tomorrow if I could. 
Not only does it bring back fond memo-
ries of prior trips but it also allows my 
imagination to run wild, recalling the 
numerous films I have seen where it was 

used as the background.
John Ford, a famous movie 

director, was one of the first to 
use this magnificent scenery. 
The photograph that accompa-
nies this article is of John Ford 
Point, deep in the boundaries of 
the five-square-mile area. If you 
look closely, you will see Chief 
David Highwater sitting on his 
trusted horse posing for the 
thousands of tourists who visit 
there each day. 

The valley is located on the 
border of Arizona and Utah, near the 
Four Corners national monument where 
Colorado, Utah, New Mexico and Arizona 
join together. It’s there that one can stand 
on the marker and be in four states at the 
same time. 

Its highest butte stands at 1000 feet 
above the floor, but the entire valley is 
around 5,000 to 6,000 feet above sea level. 
It seems to be mostly reddish in color, 
which comes from the iron oxide within 
the siltstone rock.

If you go, I would suggest taking a 
guided tour of the Navaho Reservation 
(which surrounds the valley) to get a first-
hand account of its history and myths. 
You will also get to see many attractions 
that one otherwise misses if one stays on 
the highway through the park, such as 
Totem Pole, Three Sisters, Eye of the Sun 
and Ear of the Wind.

The guide will be a Native American Na-
vaho and will give you much better insight 
into its story. Ours liked to tell us about all 
of the movies that have been filmed there. 
He was quick to point out that while the 
movie depicted the Indians as Apache, 
Comanche, Sioux and many others, all of 

those used as extras were Navaho.
I asked our guide if anyone had ever 

climbed up on top of the impressive 
monuments, and he replied, “Not to my 
knowledge as our people are afraid of 
heights!”

Its images and iconic vistas with which 
we are all familiar haven’t changed since I 
first saw it in the 1950s. Should you visit - 
regardless of whether you come up from 
the south or enter from the north - drive 
all the way through it. You don’t have to 
take any tours to see the majestic beauty 
of the place where Forrest Gump, after 
his long running journey, decided that he 
wanted to go home. 

Whether it be a destination site or just 
on your list of things to see out west, Mon-
ument Valley will not disappoint. Take 
lots of pictures for sure but also take time 
to just sit and look at this most wonderful 
place far Beyond the Edge. 

Bottom right of photo: Chief David Highwater sits on his horse, posing for the 
thousands of tourists who visit Monument Valley every day.  photo submitted

(615) 444-2525
1411 West Main

Lebanon, TN 37087

“We Keep’em Running”

LEBANON APPLIANCE
Sales, Parts & Repair Center

“Ya should have bought it when you saw it!”

WatertownTN.com/Jims

We
Carry

Maine
Pure Maple
Syrup

SMALL CHURCH PEW
1915 BROODER STOVE

CROCKS * JUGS * SLEDS * SKATES

(MOVING SOON
1 BLOCK TO

EAST MAIN ST.)

1950S HOWDY DOODY GUITAR
GETTING READY TO

MOVE SOON ( I HOPE) !!
312 Public Square
Watertown, TN 37184 
   (615) 237-1777Jim Amero

 Owner/Mile Long Yard Sale Coordinator *8 Days a Week*

My favorite? Monument Valley

Beyond

By Dave Pitt
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We hope that everyone had a great 
Christmas and a Happy New Year. I 
hope all the little ones got everything they 
asked for for Christmas.

At the beginning of each year, there 
are many changes in the world, but what 
stays the same is your local library being 
available and innovative for you! We try 

to improve our services. At the end of 
last year we started a new group for girls 
(and others) to learn more about coding. 
I’m not sure what this year will bring, but 
we hope that you know that your local 
library is still available for you. 

Story Time has started back up! We 
are always so excited to see our little ones 
and help them learn. Reading is a great 
way to make a child smarter. If you can’t 
make it in to our story times, try read-
ing every night to your child. You will 

see such a big difference in the way your 
child learns.

New movies: Girls Trip, Slamma 
Jamma, Churchill, The Glass Castle, The 
Trip to Spain, Tulip Fever, The Dark 
Tower, Kidnap, Dunkirk, Stronger, Step, 
Mother, Wolf Warrior 2, The Mountain 
Between Us, Detroit, and Kingsman: The 
Golden Circle.

New books: A Place at our Table by 
Amy Clipston, All She Left Behind by 
Jane Kirkpatrick, These Healing Hills by 

Ann Gabhart, Insta Pot Miracle recipe 
book, End Game by David Baldacci, Ty-
phoon Fury by Clive Cussler, Manhunt 
by James Patterson, Hunter Killer by 
David Poyer, Tom Clancy’s Power and 
Empire by Marc Cameron, and Gold 
Dust Woman The Biography of Stevie 
Nicks by Stephen Davis. 

Dates to remember:
Story Time each Wednesday at 10 a.m.
Jan. 15 - we will be closed for Dr. 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day.

Sen. Mark Pody (R-Lebanon), at the 
start of 2018, expressed his appreciation 
to Gov. Bill Haslam for exonerating Law-
rence McKinney, who spent 31 years in 
prison after being wrongfully convicted 
of rape and burglary. Pody said the ac-
tion was needed to allow McKinney to 
file for compensation with the Tennes-
see Board of Claims for being unlawfully 
imprisoned, as he urged members to act 
quickly to provide restitution.  

Pody filed legislation with former State 
Sen. Mae Beavers during the 2017 legis-
lative session calling for automatic exon-
eration for someone whose conviction 
was overturned after spending at least 25 
years in jail. McKinney’s case had been 
overturned by the Shelby County Crimi-
nal Court in 2009 after DNA evidenced 
proved his innocence.

“The governor’s action carries out what 
we sought to accomplish with the legisla-
tion filed last year. It was a great injustice 
that Mr. McKinney could not apply for 
restitution after suffering wrongful im-
prisonment for so many years for an act 
he did not commit and for which he was 
declared innocent by a court of law.”

Although McKinney was released in 
2009, without full exoneration, he could 
not apply for compensation. Both former 
Gov. Phil Bredesen and the Board of Pa-
roles turned down McKinney’s requests 
to be exonerated.  

Pody and McKinney’s pastor, John 
Hunn of Immanuel Baptist Church, kept 
the case in the public eye with continuous 
attempts to bring justice to the case.

The Library’s Edge
By Pamela Wiggins- Watertown Public Library

New Year brings stability, improvements for local library

Board of Claims 
should act quickly 
for McKinney: Pody
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With more than 13 years of experience 
in the forestry industry, Neil Owens has 
been appointed forestry agribusiness 
development consultant for the Tennes-
see Department of Agriculture. 

This new position is the result of 
realignment of resources and staff 
positions within the Department of Ag-
riculture to better address agribusiness 
growth and development. 

“I believe these changes will help us 
become more strategic in our efforts 
to facilitate agribusiness opportunities, 

particularly in our distressed 
and at-risk counties in Ten-
nessee,” Commissioner Jai 
Templeton said. “We are ex-
cited for Neil’s new role and 
opportunities within our de-
partment.”

“Neil brings a wealth of 
knowledge in an impor-
tant sector that is impacting 
growth in Tennessee,” Assis-
tant Commissioner for Agri-
cultural Advancement Ed Harlan said. 

“We welcome Neil to our 
team as we shift to this new 
model for marketing and 
agribusiness development 
efforts.” 

Owens transitions from 
the role of State Forest Pro-
gram Specialist with TDA’s 
Division of Forestry. Owens 
has a history of forestry con-
sulting in the private sector 
prior to joining TDA, pro-

viding management strategies, promot-

ing sustainable forestry initiatives, and 
managing more than 20,000 acres of 
timberland for investment firms and 
private landowners.

“We are very fortunate for Neil to be 
working with us in this new capacity,” 
State Forester Jere Jeter said. “He has the 
professional background and the ability 
to think toward the future to create eco-
nomic growth in Tennessee forestry and 
agriculture.” 

“I am very excited about the new posi-

Mid-South Livestock
Center, LLC

midsouthlivestock.com
Cattle Sale

Mondays 11:00 am
Receiving Cattle

Sunday 1-6pm
& Monday 7 am

(931) 294-5101Bill McKee
(615) 308-9035

Tommy Burgess
(615) 533-8518

3849 Hwy. 41-A North . Unionville, TN 37180

The Tennessee Extension Master 
Gardener (TEMG) Program is a diverse 
UT Extension program that trains vol-
unteers to provide the public with re-
search-based information on lawn and 
garden topics. TEMGs are volunteers 
who have a love of plants and horticul-
ture, coupled with Extension training 
to equip them to teach and assist their 
neighbors and communities. 

The UT/TSU Extension in Wilson 
County will be conducting a Master 
Gardener Intern Class, Feb 5- April 16. 
The class will meet on Monday nights at 
the James E. Ward Agricultural Center. 
Pre-registration is required. Cost is $150 
and class size is limited and will be filled 
on a first come/first serve basis.

A certified Master Gardener is a 

trained, skilled, passionate and dedi-
cated volunteer member of the Ten-
nessee Extension team who shares 
horticultural education to others in 
their community. This diverse group 
comes together because of their passion 
for plants and their desire to benefi-
cially impact their local communities! 
TEMG volunteers provide a critical link 
between current horticulture research, 
Tennessee Extension personnel and the 
residents of their community. They fill 
a vital role in broadening the impact of 
Tennessee Extension by carrying out a 
wide range of horticultural training and 
teaching to improve the lives of citizens 
across Tennessee.

Master Gardeners connect with others 
in their community who are interested 
in plants and gardens of all kinds. Mas-
ter Gardeners have access to continuing 
education in horticultural areas and par-
ticipate in outreach events that impact 

youth and adults. The dedication and 
experience of volunteers combined with 
the resources and information of Exten-
sion can have an exceptional impact. 

The requirements for becoming a cer-
tified Master Gardner are: 
•	 Complete	the	registration	form	and	

application and return it to the Wilson 
County Extension office along with class 
fee
•	 Complete	 all	 the	 intern	 classes	

which cover a wide range of horticul-
tural topics
•	 Provide	40	hours	of	volunteer	ser-

vice through the local Extension Of-
fice and the Wilson County MG group 
within a year of completing intern train-
ing.
•	 To	 remain	 certified	 in	 following	

years, MGs must complete 8 hours of 
continuing education in horticulture 
and provide 25 hours of volunteer ser-
vice each year.

Training will cover many topics such 
as botany, soils and soil management, 
plant nutrition, ornamental plants, veg-
etable production, fruit products, plant 
pathology and plant diagnostics, insect 
ID, turfgrass selection and management, 
tree management, weed identification 
and management, along with other hor-
ticultural topics.

The Tennessee Extension Master 
Gardener Program seeks to improve the 
lives of Tennesseans by promoting en-
vironmental stewardship, non-commer-
cial food production, and human health 
and well-being through residential and 
consumer horticulture education deliv-
ered by a dedicated and skilled volun-
teer network. 

For more information, contact the 
UT-TSU Extension Office in Wilson 
County at 615.444.9584. You can also 
find us on Facebook or visit our website: 
extension.tennessee.edu/wilson

Neil Owens

By Ruth Correll, Agricultural Agent
UT/TSU Extension, Wilson County

acorrell@utk.edu

Owens named forestry agribusiness development consultant

The Agricultural Edge
UT/TSU Extension Master Gardener class to begin Feb. 5

See ‘Owens named’ on page 12
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Horses’ needs change with colder weather: keep them healthy

As the winter months approach, it 
is important to consider the impact of 
winter weather on equine management 
practices. Often, horses acclimate well 
to cold temperatures, and are typically 
maintained well outdoors, but Jennie 
Ivey, University of Tennessee Extension 
Equine Specialist, says special consider-
ations should be given to the horses’ nu-
tritional needs, and overall maintenance 
to ensure they maintain good health and 
welfare in the cooler months.

Despite horses having a higher wa-
ter intake requirement per day in cold 
ambient temperatures, colder water 
temperatures can reduce how much 
horses will drink per day. “On average, 
a 1000-pound horse will consume ap-
proximately 10 gallons of water per day, 
but this amount can vary greatly de-
pending on the horse’s diet, activity lev-
el, and general health,” said Ivey. “Make 

sure water troughs or buckets are de-
frosted at least twice a day and let horses 
drink their fill during these times. Also, 
if using an electric water heater, make 
sure to keep the cord and other hazards 
away from curious horses.” The equine 
specialist adds that snow and ice are 
not adequate sources of water intake for 
horses in Tennessee.

Low temperatures, high winds and 
precipitation can increase the amount of 
energy horses need per day in order to 
maintain body temperature. “It is best to 
provide extra energy to horses by feed-
ing extra hay or other forage rather than 
increasing concentrates,” Ivey states. 
“Since the amount of heat produced 
from fermentation of fiber contained in 
hay is greater than the amount of heat 
produced when the horse digests con-
centrates, supplementation with grain 
or concentrate is needed when a horse is 
having difficulty maintaining weight or 
body condition.”

Ivey also recommends owners make 
sure to check a horse’s body condition 

regularly by feeling the horse’s body, es-
pecially since the long winter hair coat 
can easily hide weight gain or loss. “Ide-
ally, a horse should 
consume two percent 
of their body weight 
(dry matter basis) in 
forage per day. For ex-
ample, a 1000-pound 
horse will eat 15 to 20 
pounds of hay daily. 
That’s the equivalent of 
roughly one small square bale of 40-60 
pounds every few days.” Ivey says the 
exact number of bales needed for win-
ter feeding will depend on the weight of 
the bale, how much the horse consumes 
per day, amount of waste and the horse’s 
activity level. She recommends owners 
submit forage samples for testing to de-
termine the nutritional content and the 
amount of nutrients provided to your 
horse daily.

A horse’s winter hair coat does an ex-
cellent job of insulating from the cold 
winter temperatures. Although horses 

may not choose to seek protection from 
the elements, horses should have access 
to shelter from wind, precipitation and 

other winter weather 
conditions. Ivey says, 
“Shelter can be natu-
ral, such as a tree line 
or rock formation, or 
constructed, such as 
a run-in or stall barn. 
Ensure the shelter is 
large enough to ac-

commodate all horses in the turn out 
area to prevent any horses being ex-
cluded based on herd hierarchies.” Con-
structed shelters should allow for 150 
square feet per mature horse, at a mini-
mum, she advises.

If possible, maintain exercise pro-
grams and turnout throughout winter 
months. “Confinement and limited 
exercise can lead to respiratory issues, 
lower leg swelling (edema or stocking 
up) and colic,” cautions Ivey. Use care to 
avoid icy areas, and spread sand, salt or 
wood ash to increase traction.

Charlene Robin Vance
Robin@VanceLaw.org

By Ruth Correll, Agricultural Agent
UT/TSU Extension, Wilson County

acorrell@utk.edu
‘Low temperatures, high 
winds and precipitation

can increase the amount
of energy horses need per 

day in order to maintain 
body temperature.’



12    The Edge * Thursday, January 4, 2018

Watertown Council meeting Jan. 16
Watertown City Council will meet on Tuesday, Jan. 

16 at 6 p.m. at the Watertown Community Center, 8630 
Sparta Pike for their regular monthly meeting.
Watertown Volunteer Fire Fish Fry

Watertown Volunteer Fire Department holds a fund-
raising Fish Fry the first Saturday, noon to 8 p.m. at the 
Public Safety Building in Watertown. Next fish fry is 
Saturday, Jan. 6.
Lascassas Fire Department Fish Fry

The Lascassas Volunteer Fire Department Fish Fry is 
held the second Saturday, 4-8 p.m. at the firehall on Las-
cassas Pike. The next fish fry is Jan. 13. 
Martin Luther King Celebration Jan. 13

The Wilson County Black History Committee is 
sponsoring the 6th Annual Martin Luther King Jr. Cel-
ebration on Saturday, Jan. 13. An MLK March will be 
held, starting from Cedars of Lebanon Baptist Church 
at 9:45 a.m. Brunch and a short program will be held at 
Pickett Rucker United Methodist Church following the 
march. Children 12 and under must be accompanied  
by  an adult. This year’s Theme: Serving Others! Info: 
615.444.9487.
Wilson County Board of Education

The Wilson County Board of Education will not hold a 
meeting nor a work session in January 2018. There will be 
a work session on Thursday, Feb. 1 at 5 p.m. and a regular 
scheduled board meeting on Monday, Feb. 5 at 6 p.m. at 
the Central Office, 351 Stumpy Lane, Lebanon. Requests 
to “Appear Before the Board” and all other “Agenda” 
items must be submitted no later than 12:00 noon on 
Wednesday, Jan. 17, 2018.
Genalogical ‘Show and Tell’ meeting

Middle TN Genealogical Society’s first bi-monthly 
meeting for 2018 is Jan. 20, 1 p.m. at Tennessee State Li-
brary and Archives, 403 7th Ave. No., Nashville on “An-
cestors, Antiques, and Artifacts!” a special “Show and 
Tell” meeting. Anyone who has an interest in all things 
Genealogy related is welcome. Come and hear why others 
became interested in genealogy. Share your own history 

by bringing prized photos, artifacts or heirlooms from 
your ancestors.  Participants look forward to this event 
each year and enjoy seeing  photographs, clothing, jewelry, 
family history books or other items that enlighten them 
about your family history. Who knows... you may even 
find a cousin or someone researching your family tree! 
Come early or stay late and do some research at TSLA 
(Saturday hours are 8-4:30).  Additional parking is avail-
able behind the building and numbered/reserved spots 
may be used by visitors on Saturdays. Info: visit mtgs.org      
CU women’s volleyball hosting clinic

Cumberland women’s volleyball will host a clinic for 
current high school juniors and seniors (Class of 2018 
and 2019) on Friday, Jan. 26 from 6-8 p.m. Participants 
are encouraged to take part in the University’s Preview 
Day on Saturday, Jan. 27 from 8 a.m.-noon. Clinic cost 
is $40 per player (includes a t-shirt) and all positions are 
encouraged to attend. All Cumberland camps and clinics 
take place in the Dallas Floyd Recreation Center. Inter-
ested individuals may sign-up at www.cumberlandcamps.
com. Anyone interested in taking part in the University’s 
Preview Day on Jan. 27 may sign-up at cumberland.edu/
admissions/preview.
Round Lick food pantry 1st, 3rd Wed.

Round Lick Baptist church, Watertown, has a regular food 
pantry the 1st and 3rd Wednesday, 6-6:30 p.m monthly.
Wilson County 911 Board meeting 

The Executive Committee of the 911 Board meets 
Monday, Jan. 8, 2:30 p.m. at the 911 office, 1611 W. Main 
St., Lebanon. The 911 Board meets Jan. 8 at 4 p.m. at the 
same location for their regular monthly meeting.
Nashville Lawn, Garden Show in March

Nashville Lawn and Garden Show is March 1-4 at The 
Fairgrounds, Nashville. The four-day, indoor Show will 
include live garden displays, lectures, vendors, floral de-
signs, and special programing, including the Tennessee 
Wine Festival on Saturday afternoon. This year’s theme, 
Guerrilla Gardening and the Urban Jungle, will highlight 
topics such as small space gardens, urban horticulture, 
aquaponics, community gardens, and more. The center-
piece of the Nashville Lawn and Garden Show is the walk-

through, interactive garden displays from some of Middle 
Tennessee’s top landscape and gardening companies.  Fol-
low them on social media or sign up for the newsletter at 
nashvillelawnandgardenshow.com to receive updates. 

The Edge Calendar of Events

tion,” Owens said. “I am thankful for the opportunity 
to work with professionals in this great industry and 
help promote Tennessee as a great place to do forest 
products business.”

Owens, a West Virginia native, moved to Tennessee 
to obtain his Bachelor of Science degree in Resource 
Management from the University of Tennessee. He en-
joys off-roading, golf and fly-fishing in his spare time. 
Owens and his wife, Dr. Laura Craig-Owens, have a 
baby boy due Feb. 2. 

Owens named...
continued from page 10

Incarceration discussions
The American prison system has been the focus of a 

year-long project at Volunteer State Community College. 
The One Book, One Community initiative continues this 
spring with new events. The community-wide book read is 
“Just Mercy” by Bryan Stevenson. The non-fiction book is 
an examination of the criminal justice system in the United 
States, and a myriad of problems with that system. It fo-
cuses on a notorious murder case in Alabama, and widens 
the scope to include the stories of people caught up in the 
system.

The initiative joins Vol State, local schools, libraries and 
readers from across Sumner County for the group read. 
There are several speakers coming to the Vol State campus 
in Gallatin this spring to discuss issues raised by the book. 
Everyone is welcome to attend these free events.

Molly Lasagna is the program coordinator for Tennessee 
Higher Education Initiative college programs. THEI funds 
and coordinates on-site degree-bearing college programs to 
incarcerated individuals in Tennessee prisons leading to as-
sociate’s degrees in Business Administration, Psychology or 
Political Science. She will be joined by Vol State faculty mem-
bers in a panel discussion Jan. 24 at 1 p.m. in Caudill Hall.

Alex Friedmann is the associate director of the Human 
Rights Defense Center and managing editor of Prison Legal 
News. He is responsible for news research, investigative 
research, editing, advocacy campaigns and other tasks, 
including litigation support as a paralegal. While incarcer-
ated, he litigated his own cases in state and federal court. 
Friedmann will speak Feb. 21 at 1 p.m. in Caudill Hall.

Graham Reside is executive director of the Cal Turner 
Program in Moral Leadership for the Professions at 
Vanderbilt University. Rahim Buford, a formerly incarcer-
ated social justice advocate from Nashville, was paroled in 
2015 after being locked up for 26 years. While in prison, 
he acquired certifications and became a leader in SALT 
(Schools for Alternative Learning and Transformation).  
Reside and Buford will speak March 28 at 1 p.m.

“Just Mercy” is available at many Sumner County librar-
ies and all Vol State library locations. For more informa-
tion on One Book, One Community and “Just Mercy” visit 
volstate.edu/onebook. 
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True to a succession plan its board 
of directors formulated several years 
ago, Wilson Bank & Trust has officially 
named John McDearman the successor 
to President Elmer Richerson as of Jan. 
1, following Richerson’s retirement at 
the end of 2017.

“A strong succes-
sion plan is one of 
the main reasons we 
believe our future can 
be even brighter than 
our outstanding first 
30 years, and John has 
been a key part of that 
plan since Elmer and I 
first discussed poten-
tial retirement dates with our board,” 
CEO Randall Clemons said. “John has 
a heritage in community banking right 
here in Middle Tennessee, and he’s a 
proven and effective leader. He was an 
easy choice as we looked for the right 
person to guide our organization for the 
foreseeable future.”

McDearman, a Lebanon native and 
an executive vice president with WB&T 
since 2010, has worked in banking for 
23 years.

“I’m humbled by the responsibility 
that comes with the role of president, 
but there’s great peace in knowing that 
I am not filling the shoes of a man like 
Elmer Richerson on my own,” McDear-
man said. “With foresight and planning, 
Randall, Elmer and our board have a 
great executive team in place to carry 
out Elmer’s many responsibilities and 
continue the work he started. I’m grate-
ful to be part of that group, and excited 
about the things we can accomplish 
going forward.”

Upon Clemons’ planned retirement at 
the end of 2019, McDearman, after two 
years in the president’s role, will carry 
the mantle as CEO of Wilson Bank & 
Trust.

McDearman began his banking ca-
reer with Bank of America as a manage-
ment associate, loan officer and office 
manager, working in Nashville, Clarks-

ville and Chattanooga before returning 
home to Lebanon to join Wilson Bank & 
Trust in 1998. He is an alumnus of Leba-
non High School, Tennessee Tech and 
the Graduate School of Banking at LSU. 

McDearman has been active in the 
community through-
out his career. He has 
served as president of 
the Lebanon Wilson 
County Chamber of 
Commerce and the 
Lebanon Noon Rotary 
Club; as a board mem-
ber and chairman for 
United Way of Wilson 
County; as treasurer 

for Cumberland Region Tomorrow and 
Lebanon Youth Baseball; and as a mem-
ber and former chairman of the Staff 
Parrish Relations Committee at Leba-
non First United Methodist Church. He 
has helped promote economic growth 
and planning through service with the 
Joint Economic & Community Develop-
ment Board of Wilson County, the AIA 
150 Visioning Workshop for Lebanon, 
the Power of One leadership committee 
and Cumberland Region Tomorrow’s 
annual Regional Summit committee. A 
Leadership Wilson graduate, he has also 
contributed time and volunteer work to 
benefit organizations like Empower Me 
Day Camp, Kids Battle Diabetes, Relay 
for Life and Boy Scouts of America.

McDearman and his wife Kathy live 
in Lebanon and have four children, J.C., 
Eli, Mark and Mia.

Wilson Bank & Trust (www.wilson-
bank.com), member FDIC and an Equal 
Housing Lender, is a community bank 
established in 1987 to provide personal 
and professional service in a hometown 
setting. One of the top banks in the 
South in stability, products, technology, 
growth and earnings, WB&T currently 
operates 27 full-service offices in eight 
Middle Tennessee counties, offering a 
full range of financial products that in-
clude secondary market mortgage loans 
and online banking services.

Randy Lamberson
807 East Main St.
Watertown, TN 37184
www.heatandcooltn.com

John McDearman, right, has been named president of Wilson Bank & Trust effec-
tive Jan. 1, following the retirement of Elmer Richerson. In accordance with the 
bank’s succession plan, McDearman has been tabbed to eventually fill the role of 
CEO for Randall Clemons, left, who plans to retire at the end of 2019. photo submitted

McDearman moves into role 
of president at Wilson Bank
In line to take over CEO reins in 2020

‘I’m humbled by the
responsibility that comes with 

the role of president, but
there’s great peace 

in knowing that I am not
filling the shoes of a man like 
Elmer Richerson on my own.’ 

~ John McDearman
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John Greer Jr. of State Farm Insurance presents Certificates of Recognition and Athlete of The Week T-Shirts to 
student athletes from Watertown High School and Southside School in the photos above and at right. Recognized 
from WHS for the week ending Dec. 9 are Brittni Allison and Heath Price. Brittni is shooting guard for the Water-
town Lady Purple Tigers Basketball team. She scored 16 points against Uppperman High and York Institute in the 
prior week. Heath plays both guard and forward for the WHS Purple Tigers Basketball team. He had 22 points, 4 
assists and 5 rebounds in the game against York on Dec. 8 and 12 points, 3 assists and 7 rebounds in the win vs. 
Uppperman on  Dec. 5. Top left photo, from left: Greer, Brittni Allison and Coach Lane Price. Top center photo: 
Greer, Heath Price and Coach Matt Bradshaw. Recognized at Southside for the week ending Dec. 9 are Abby Hall 
and Mckane Everett. Abby is point guard for the Lady Saints Basketball team. She is the ultimate team player and 
fills whatever position the coach needs filled. She is learning how to be a leader by meeting new challenges and 
setting the right example. Mckane is a first-year wrestler for the Saints and has won county championships. He 
recently defeated an opponent who had pinned him earlier in the season. In top right photo: Greer, Abby Hall and 
Southside Saints Athletic Director Kelli Hall. In photo at right: Greer, Mckane Everett and Hall. Honored at Walter 
J. Baird Middle School for the week ending Dec. 2 are Finley Tomlin, Alex Luna and Nick Maggart. Finley plays 
guard for the Lady Blue Devils Basketball tam and scored an average of 12 points with 5 assists against Winfree 
Bryant and Watertown. Alex is a Blue Devil wrestler and “most improved” over the previous two weeks, winning 

his only match for the 
week. Nick is a forward 
on the WJBMS Basket-
ball team and averaged 8 
points, shooting 100 per-
cent from the free throw 
line for the week. In photo 
at right, third from the top 
are, from left: Assistant 
Principal/Athletic Director 
Bobby Brown, Alex Luna, 
Nick Maggart, Finley Tom-
lin and Greer. Honored 
at Winfree Bryant Middle 
School Athletes for week 
ending Dec. 9 are Malia 
Randolph & James Gil-
bert. Malia plays basket-
ball for the Lady Aviators 
and had 7 points and 5 rebounds vs. Carroll Oakland. James ran the offense and 
set the tone for the Aviators Boys Basketball team for the week with 5 points and 
zero turnovers. In bottom right photos are: Greer, Malia Randolph, James Gilbert 
and WBMS Assistant Principal/Athletic Director Randy Sampson.         photos submitted

Greer honors Athletes of the Week at area schools

John D. Greer Jr. - Owner/Agent
435 West Main Street

Lebanon, TN 37087
615-444-9043

The Wilson County Black History Committee is sponsoring the 6th Annual Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Celebration on Saturday, Jan. 13.

An MLK March will be held, starting from Cedars of Lebanon Baptist Church at 
9:45 a.m. Brunch and a short program will be held at Pickett Rucker United Meth-
odist Church following the march.

Children 12 and under must be accompanied  by  an adult. This year’s Theme: 
Serving Others! Call 615.444.9487 for more information.

6th Annual MLK Celebration set Jan. 13
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WILSON COUNTY 
COMMISSION HOLDS

SPECIAL CALLED
MEETING TO APPOINT

TENNESSEE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES SEAT,

JANUARY 10TH, 2018
The Wilson County Commission 
will meet on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 10th, 2018 at 6:00 PM in the 
County Commission Room of the 

Wilson County Courthouse located 
at 228 East Main Street, Lebanon, 
TN. The Wilson County Commis-
sion will appoint a representative 

for the 46th District. The appointed 
individual will take office immedi-
ately and serve until the General 

Election to be held on November 5, 
2018. Individuals nominated must 

be residents of the 46th district 
which consists of Cannon County 

and portions of Wilson and DeKalb 
Counties. Registered voters of 

these districts are allowed to submit 
names for consideration either 

during the special called meeting 
on January 10th, or in writing to 

County Mayor Randall Hutto prior 
to the meeting. Though nomina-
tions will be accepted from the 

public, only members of the Wilson 
County Commission will be allowed 
to vote to fill the vacant seat. (t1-04)

 The Edge of 
 Nature

is published monthly by The Edge.
Email your news to info@TheEdge.News

or mail to P.O. Box 152,
Watertown, TN 37184

Published once a month in The Edge

Share your outdoor adventures
with our readers!

The Edge of Nature

Sponsored
by

PUBLIC NOTICE
2 BR, 1 BA adorable 

cottage on 0.5 acre lot with 
privacy fence, large deck, 

storage building. 
A MUST SEE!

SERVICES

APARTMENTS
CLASSIFIEDS 

Beckwith Apartments
302 Beckwith Avenue  Watertown

“Beauty is not in the face; beauty is a 
light in the heart.” ~ Khalil Gibran

BUYING U.S. COINS
2017 SEASON CLOSES DEC. 10.   

Parkland Flea Market, Highway 
231 South. See Gerald at Booth 

16 or call 615.519.7777.  Will 
come to you. Booth open Saturday 

& Sunday.

WANT TO BUY

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Carpentry, Decks, Pressure Wash-
ing, Drywall, Plumbing, Electrical. 
Also specializing in landscaping, 
property maintenance, pond/wa-

terfall design and installation. CDB 
Home Improvement Services, 

Dwayne Binkley, 615-917-4563. 
Free Estimates.   (t12-21)

SERVICES

THE
EDGE
Mailed subscriptions rates
8 issues (16 Weeks) $15
13 issues (26 Weeks) $20        
26 issues (52 Weeks) $30

P.O. Box 152
Watertown TN 

37184
615.618.2184

info@TheEdge.News  
Published bi-weekly
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The Sutton Store Players at Sutton General Store, Granville will be having their 
annual Valentine Dinner Theater entitled “A Valentine Sock-Hop in Mayberry” 
on Feb. 1, 2, 8 and 9 at 5:30 and 7:30 each evening and on Feb. 7 at 11 a.m. 
and 1 p.m.  Pictured are the Sutton Store Players left to right are some of the 
Mayberry actors Kaye Loftis, Randall Clemons, Betty Caliri, Lakeland Barham, 
Stan Webster and Sam Moore.  The plays have been performed at Granville for 
the last seven years with all the Mayberry show characters performing with a 
great Valentine Dinner served by Timberloft Restaurant.  For reservations, call 
931.653.4151.       photo submitted

Granville Museum Historic Granville recently had their 2017 Volunteer Christ-
mas Party to honor 185 volunteers who give of their time to operate the Gran-
ville Museum, Sutton General Store, Sutton Ole Time Music Hour, 1880 Sut-
ton Historic Home, Pioneer Village and Antique Car Museum. The group that 
began in 1999 with Granville Museum and Historic Granville has grown due 
to the dedication of the volunteers who operate Historic Granville. Special 
awards were given to the following, from left: Minnie Clemons, Scarecrow Fes-
tival Above & Beyond Award; Patsy Yates, Outstanding Long Time Volunteer 
Award; Brenda Denney, 2017 Christmas Decorating Award; Bill Green, First 
Place Award Granville Christmas Parade; Dara and Louis Kell, 2017 Home-
stead New Volunteer Award; David Poarch, Scarecrow Festival Above & Be-
yond Award; and Christy Trott, Scarecrow Festival Above & Beyond Award. 
Not pictured are Nanc Stigler, Scarecrow Festival Above & Beyond Award; 
Lisa Huff, Sutton Store New Volunteer Award; and Marie Neeley, Outstanding 
Volunteer Award. Granville is currently doing a campaign for new volunteers 
for 2018. Each volunteer works once a month. Anyone interested may contact 
Brenda Curtis or Randall Clemons at 931.653.4151.   photo submitted

Free electronic hearing tests will be given this month for all seniors. 
Hearing Health Center in Lebanon will offer this testing for anyone who 
suspects they are not hearing clearly. Using our video otoscope, we will be 
able to show you the inside of your ear canal. Let’s see if your problem could 
be as simple as too much earwax. We will then give you a full hearing 
evaluation, including speech understanding tests. Your results will be 
explained to you in clear, easy to understand terms and although we
encourage early correction of hearing loss you are under no obligation to encourage early correction of hearing loss you are under no obligation to 
purchase.
 • Approximately 15% of American adults (37.5 million) 18 and over 
     report some trouble hearing.
 • People suffering with Diabetes are four times more likely to develop 
  hearing loss.
 • People with hearing loss wait an average of seven years before 
    seeking help.
 • A 12-year study by Johns Hopkins School of Medicine found that 
  untreated hearing loss increased the risk for dementia.
 • Only one out of every five people who could benefit from a hearing aid
   actually wear one.
Demonstrations of the latest technology in better hearing will be available. Demonstrations of the latest technology in better hearing will be available. 
Hear for yourself how easy it can be to understand clearly again. This is an 
easy and safe way to get the answers to your hearing questions. Hearing 
Health Center has been serving Wilson County over 36 years and prides 
itself on being a great customer service company.

(615)444-5425
1417 W. Baddour Pkwy. Ste. A

Lebanon, TN 37087

Call for your
free hearing
test today!

1417 West Baddour Pkwy. Lebanon, TN 37087
On the grounds of Tennova Healthcare - Lebanon

Don’t miss the most important parts of life.
We can help you hear your best when it

ma�ers the most!

or drop in for a visit at 900 Coles Ferry Pike in Lebanon
615-443-7929

Housekeeping Service
Activities Program:

Days-Evenings-Weekends
Van for off-campus activities

Respite Care

RN & LPNs on Duty 
Social Events

Nutritious Meals
Private or Short Term Apartments

GRACIOUS LIVING with PEACE OF MIND...

Call Jennifer Bradshaw for a tour!

Sutton Players present ‘Valentine 
Sock-Hop in Mayberry’ in February

Granville Museum honors volunteers


