
From staff reports
In January DTC Communications 

was awarded a $1.725M grant to 
make more high-speed broadband 
Internet available to rural Tennesse-
ans. On June 15, State of Tennessee 
officials made the grant funds presen-
tation to DTC CEO Chris Townson at 
a special ceremony. 

The presentation was made at Hal-
ey Farms, a Century Farm located on 
Haley Road in Watertown. Amanda 
Martin, Broadband Director for the 
Tennessee Department of Economic 
and Community Development; Crys-
tal Ivey, Broadband Grant Program 
Manager; and Sammie Arnold, As-
sistant Commissioner of Strategy and 
Legislative Affairs, made the presen-
tation, which included comments 
from Townson and Martin, as well as 
various state and local officials. Haley 
Farms’ Bob Haley also led the Pledge 

of Allegiance.
“DTC Communications exists to 

improve the quality of life for our 
members and the region we serve,” 
said CEO Chris Townson. “Receiving 
this grant from the TNECD allows 
DTC to extend the reach of our mis-

sion to serve the unserved and un-
derserved in portions of Wilson and 
Smith Counties. DTC’s new fiber op-
tic network in the grant areas means 
enhanced E-Connectivity, which is 
the foundation for better education, 

By Lounita Howard, The Edge Editor
From Staff Reports

Over a period of 25 years, a number of youngsters 
have had a “second” momma and daddy in the form 
of James and Debbie Stephens, owners of Depot Junc-
tion Café.

They’re hoping many of their former employees 
– along with anyone in the community and beyond 
who is interested – will help them celebrate the 25th 
anniversary of Depot Junction the second weekend 
in July.
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Celebrating a 
quarter century
Where the train runs

DTC CEO Chris Townson addresses those gathered for the check pre-
sentation ceremony at Haley Farms in front of Loretta and Bob Haley’s 
historic restored cabin.         The Edge photo by Lounita Howard, Publisher

The entertaining element of a choo choo train run-
ning along a track suspended high above the dining 
room is a staple at Depot Junction. Six engines - pur-
chased from New York - have run the track over a 
25-year period.               The Edge photo by Lounita Howard

See ‘Celebrating’ on page 11

State presents $1.725M grant to DTC

See ‘State presents’ on page 3

Fiscally ConservativeFiscally Conservative The Wilson County Commission under the leadership
of Mayor Randall Hutto has:

Balanced General Fund Budget - 1st time in history
Raised Fund Balance from less than $1 million to $8 million plus
Raised Bond Rating Twice - AA - AA Positive Outlook - AA+
 Only 6 other counties in the state with AA+ and only 2 counties with AAA
Refinanced Bonds to save Taxpayers $4.6 million
Instituted Pay Plan to obtain and retain the best county employees







   



“Our goal is to focus on increasing the amount of sales tax and hotel/motel tax by promoting 
more local retail shopping and increasing activities for tourism - sports tourism - as well as 
new events across the county. This increased revenue stream will help lighten the burden on 
the property owner.” ~ Randall Hutto, Wilson County MayorWilson County was awarded a Certificate of Excellence for Financial Management by 

the Greater Nasvhille Regional Council. From left are: Commissioner William Glover, 
Finance Chair; Aaron Maynard, Wilson County Finance Director; Mayor Randall 
Hutto; and Commissioner Mike Justice, Budget Chair. Paid for by Committee to Elect Randall Hutto for County Mayor
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From Staff Reports
Robin Vance of Watertown’s well-

known Vance Law Office PLLC, began 
her time as an attorney late in life due to 
an authority figure discouraging her from 
going to college. But today her office has 
three full-time employees and a full case 
load, due to her own persistence and un-
derstanding that she “needed to throw 
myself in,” as she says, referring to her first 
introduction to the Watertown East Wil-
son County Chamber of Commerce.

“Bill Shults invited me. We had the first 
meeting in a circle in the parking lot of 
city hall because the air was out. In the fall 
we had officer elections and at that meet-
ing I knew I needed to throw myself in,” 
says Vance. She started as secretary and 
later became president.

“It was a phenomenal experience be-
cause of the name recognition. I didn’t 
have a lot of experience as a business 
owner and the connections you make are 
underestimated,” says Vance.

The reason she didn’t have a lot of busi-
ness experience 15 years after she gradu-
ated from High School is because a guid-
ance counselor told her with her scores 
she shouldn’t even apply to college - that 
she would never get in one. She told her 

she should just settle on being a housewife 
and a stay-at-home mother.

Vance had no reason to think that the 
authority figure would give her the wrong 
advice, so she took it and got married and 
had two children soon out of high school. 
She joined the PTA and threw all her en-
ergy into volunteering at the schools and 
taking part time jobs as they came along. 
Now her sons are 27 and 30 years old.

Her break-through came when she took 
a part-time job for attorney Jim Stallings 
in 1992. She said to herself, “I love the idea 
of helping people and I can do this.” By 
August of 1993 she had enrolled in Cum-
berland University. She graduated in 1997 
and started law school right away in Nash-
ville.

On Sept. 1, 2002, she opened her office 
on the square of Watertown, which was 
her plan from the day she graduated from 
Cumberland. At that time the only attor-
ney on the square had just passed away 
and there were no legal services in Water-
town. “I feel blessed and fortunate to plant 
roots here and maintain that office here,” 
says Vance. Since then she has moved her 
office to 224 West Main Street in Water-
town just a bit off the square in a single 
residence where she has more room.

“In 2004, I was invited to be a part of 
Leadership Wilson. It was a tremendous 
education and exposes you to all aspects of 
Wilson County. Agritourism began to be-
come a thing at that time. There was a big 
cross cut of real estate agents and business 
owners.It had many of the same benefits 

The town of Watertown is planning a 
full day of festivities for the 4th of July this 
year.

Festivities start at 3 p.m. with the “Stars, 
Stripes and Squirt Guns” where most of 
the parade viewers and participants may 
get sprayed with water guns as a part of 
the fun. There is a no-squirt zone for those 
who don’t want to get wet. The parade be-

gins in front of Round Lick Baptist Church 
at 745 W. Main Street and proceeds to the 
end of East Main Street. 

Once everyone has a chance to dry off, 
we will move across the highway to Three 
Forks Park for a political rally and cake 
auction at 6 p.m. Candidates for several 
offices will be there to share their plat-
forms with potential voters.

After the sun goes down, all will be 
treated to a huge display of fireworks. The 
fireworks will be grander this year than 
ever before, according to city leaders. 

 “This is an important election year,” 
says Vickie Frazier, president of the Wa-
tertown East Wilson County Chamber of 
Commerce, “We are excited to be able to 
have so many participants in the Indepen-
dence Day events.”

Signups for the parade and rally are still 
open. The deadline is July 2. It doesn’t cost 
anything for a general community mem-
ber or family to have a float or horse in the 
parade, but you do need to fill out an ap-
plication. Businesses and politicians pay a 
$25 fee for the parade. Politicians can sign 
up to speak at the rally for a $25 dollar fee.

The parade, rally and fireworks offer 
free admission and free parking.

For more information visit water-
towntn.com or contact parade coordina-
tor Deena Dowd at 702.810.7173 or Vickie 
Frazier 615.697.5066 or the Chamber of 
Commerce at 615.237.0270.

Great Food! Great Entertainment!
That’s LuLu’s!

6-8 pm
8-10pm

MON & THURS
11 am-8 pm

TUES & WED
11 am - 3 pm

FRI & SAT
11 am - 10 pm

120 East Main St.
Watertown, TN
615-697-2121

Saturdays
Two Sets!

Attorney Vance grows business through chamber

4th of July features parade, political rally, fireworks
Friday, June 22nd - Thursday, June 28th

OPEN NIGHTLY

“We Keep’em Running”

(615) 444-2525
1411 West Main
Lebanon, TN 37087

LEBANON APPLIANCE
Sales, Parts & Repair Center

Robin Vance of Vance Law Office PLLC 
hosts the June 28 Watertown Chamber 
of Commerce Business After Hours 
from 5:30 to 7 p.m. The community is 
invited to come out and meet Robin 
and other members of the chamber at 
the casual meet and greet. The Edge file photo
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entertainment, economic development, 
government, business and more - DTC 
Fiber means opportunity.” 

The grant is a product of Governor Bill 
Haslam’s Tennessee Broadband Accessi-
bility Act, and was awarded by the Ten-
nessee Department of Economic & Com-
munity Development. 

“In communities across Tennessee, 
broadband is an essential service that 
will increase economic investment and 
growth to help businesses, families and 
individuals thrive,” Haslam said, in an-
nouncing grant recipients back in Janu-
ary. “With the assistance of these grants, 
underserved communities will now have 
access to broadband that will benefit not 
only the communities themselves, but the 
state as a whole.” 

DTC Communications serves residents 
in Cannon, DeKalb, Rutherford, Smith 
and Wilson counties. The grant covers ar-
eas near Plunkett Creek and Rawls Creek 
roads in Smith County and areas near Wa-
tertown in Wilson County.  

“Having DTC’s broadband internet im-

pacts not only individuals in Smith Coun-
ty, but the local economy as well,” said 
Smith County Mayor Michael Nesbitt. 
“This grant is helping DTC extend fiber 
to several local residents in a completely 
unserved area. 
It is exciting that 
people without 
quality internet 
today will soon 
be connected 
with world-class 
gigabit service, 
meaning they 
will have access 
to emergency 
services, can do 
homework or 
classes online, seek out new jobs, or even 
work from home. This project matters to 
the people of Smith County.  Thank you to 
the Department of Economic and Com-
munity Development, our state and local 
leaders, to DTC, and all that worked on 
this grant. It is a tremendous assett having 
a rural telecommunication cooperative in 
our community.”

“I’m so thankful for people like DTC, 
our Tennessee Economic Development, 

and county commissioners that fight for 
our rural area. With DTC’s investment 
and grant money received, this will make 
tremendous differences in the lives of our 
people,” said Wilson County Mayor Ran-

dall Hutto. “This 
is a huge deal for 
Wilson County. 
I can’t thank the 
folks who’ve been 
involved with 
this enough. My 
hat’s off to them 
for making a dif-
ference in the 
lives of the indi-
viduals in Wilson 
County and in 

Smith County.”
With the TNECD grant, more than 800 

residents, who currently do not have qual-
ity internet, will now have access to high 
speed fiber service.

“DTC is proud to have a long history of 
serving rural Tennesseans,” said Townson. 
“We are thankful for the opportunities 
this grant provides. The benefits of build-
ing a fiber optic network in this area will 
be experienced for generations to come.” 

State presents...
continued from page 1

Vance Law...
continued from page 2

From left: Crystal Ivey, Chris Townson 
Amanda Martin, and Sammie Arnold.  submitted

as the chamber. The leadership connec-
tions launched me to be on the Lebanon 
Chamber, then the United Way; now I am 
the chair of Wilson County CASA. It all 
started with Watertown Chamber involve-
ment,” says Vance.

The primary focus of Vance Law Of-
fice is family law, which often includes 
custody and visitation. “It’s very satisfying 
to be able to help a family continue their 
family dynamic in spite of a divorce,” says 
Vance.” We also do some estate planning 
and probate. What we don’t do is criminal 
or bankruptcy, although we do try to help, 
but it is outside our wheelhouse. We give 
them referrals.”

Vance Law Office is being featured as 
a business of the month at the next Wa-
tertown East Wilson County Chamber of 
Commerce Business After Hours at Rob-
in’s office in Watertown from 5:30 to 7 p.m. 
on Thursday, June 28. All are welcome to 
attend and meet local business owners 
and learn more about their services in a 
casual environment. Refreshments will be 
served.
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The Board of Mayor and Aldermen 
met for their regular June meeting on 
June 19. I was unable to attend due to 
a previous commitment. Vice Mayor 
Brandon Howard chaired the meeting.

Always one of the most important 
items of business at the June meeting is 
to adopt a “continuing budget resolu-
tion.” What that does is allow the gov-
ernment to remain open at the beginning 
of the new fiscal year on July 1 operating 
under the same budget as the previous 
year until the new budget is completed, 
adopted and approved by the Comp-
troller’s office. The law requires that I 

present for Watertown City Council 
consideration a balanced budget, which 
has always been done. I anticipate noth-
ing different when I pres-
ent the proposed budget 
for fiscal year 2018-2019.

From all indications, 
the Big Hill Bike Chal-
lenge held on Saturday, 
June 9 was a success. I was 
not able to get a count on 
the number of riders that 
participated, but it was a 
substantial number.

Again, from all indica-
tions, the Rockabilly Car 
Show held last Saturday was very suc-
cessful. You may have seen many of 
these beautiful cars as they arrived or left 

our community. It was amazing to see 
them all parked and lined up for view-
ing. I have not heard any report on this 

event, but it did look to be 
a success.

I am advised, weather 
permitting, the closing 
ceremonies for our Com-
munity League season will 
be held on Friday, June 
29. So far, we have had a 
successful year and a lot 
of our local children have 
been able to “play a little 
ball.” I remember the late 
Doug Carpenter saying, 

when we were preparing to construct the 
first field, what we want is a place where 
we can “play a little ball.” The Lions Club 

and many individuals got behind that ef-
fort and it was a forerunner to what has 
become a successful program offering 
opportunities to our children, and at 
times, our adults.

There are always a lot of good things 
going on in our community and it is 
great to receive positive public recog-
nition for our town and many of our 
individual businesses. We want that to 
continue and I believe that it will.

Thank you for the opportunity to serve 
as your mayor. I look forward to continu-
ing to work with the city council and the 
great people of our community to make 
our community the best it can possibly 
be. As always, if you have questions, 
comments or suggestions, please let me 
or any member of the city council know.

By Becky Andrews
Many times in life, adults will look in 

the mirror, throw their hands up and 
whisper -- or scream -- “that’s it, I can’t 
take anymore. I give up!” This is usu-
ally in response to a situation life has 
thrown and for one reason or another, 

you just want to fall on the ground, as-
sume the fetal position and maybe even 
suck your thumb. (At least that’s what 
some people do. I prefer dive head first 
into a big piece of chocolate cake.)

This has happened to just about every 
person I know; male and female. While 

we usually resist the 
urge to “give up,” the 
cloud of guilt that 
hovers for even con-
sidering quitting still 
lingers long after the 
once impossible task 
is conquered.

Whether you’re 
single, married, di-
vorced or have a sig-
nificant other, you 
have probably faced 
trials in the relation-
ship. Sometimes the 
problems are trivial, like having an ar-
gument over leaving the toilet seat up. 
Others, like the death of a loved one, 
seem to put even the strongest relation-
ship in crisis.

It’s those major life changing events 
that, while painful and seemingly im-
possible to live through, create strength 
you never knew you had. Something 
else happens too. We develop more 
empathy.

If you have been on the receiving end 
of a tragic event, the first thing you may 
search for is likeness. Someone to re-

late to, someone who 
says those three little 
words that makes 
the pain a little more 
bearable... “I’ve been 
there.” And often 
just seeing one per-
son make it through 
a crisis creates a deep 
sense of appreciation 
for what you have. It 
also forces us to stop 
arguing over the lit-
tle things, like argu-
ing over a toilet seat.

2018 is nearly half over. (WHAT?!) I 
have observed some of the most amaz-
ing testimonies of strength this year. 
I have watched a couple lose a child 
and carry on. They may carry on with 
tears but, those tears serve as emotional 
cleansing that allows a broken heart to 
mend. I have watched a woman rise 
from the ashes of a bitter divorce to 
find that there is life after betrayal, and 
forgiveness opens the gateway to find 
new love. I have witnessed a friend lose 
her mother and reluctantly become 
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Community League closing ceremonies June 29
Lions Club, individuals got behind effort to build first ball field

‘I remember the late 
Doug Carpenter
saying, when we 
were preparing to 
construct the first 

field, what we want 
is a place where 

we can “play a little 
ball.”’

See ‘When life happens’ on page 5

When life happens, and it will, just carry on

Becky 

Andrews
AngelKane
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part of the sandwich generation as she 
worries about how she can care for 
her aging father while not neglecting 
her own family. And over the years I 
have watched as my little family weath-
ers the storms of life only to come out 
standing proud and tall (OK, maybe 
not “tall” but with very good posture) 
next to a rainbow.

Sometimes we don’t know our own 
strength. Sometimes we can’t imagine 
life getting any harder. But it can and 
it will. The most important thing to re-
member is out of the most unbearable 
situation appears a fierce will. It’s that 
“will” that can help you find the cour-
age to take another step and the com-
passion to one day help a friend find 
theirs.

Becky Andrews can be reached at 
becky@wilsonlivingmagazine.com

Right to Life 
honors oratorCar Show

Kudos to Ms. Vickie Frazier, 
Watertown Chamber of Com-
merce president and direc-
tor of the Tennessee Artist’s 
Guild, for a successful effort 
coordinating the Rockabilly 
Car Show this past Saturday!

I got to walk around first 
thing in the morning and was 
impressed with the diversity 
and quality of the card that 
showed up. The owners were very nice 
and willing to tell you all about their 
investment into these classic automo-
biles.

I’m sure Vickie had a few hiccups as 
the vendors were getting set up and the 
car owners were arriving. But she can 
say it went well and was well attended. 
So as a merchant, I say “thank you” - 
now you’ve got one under your belt, 
so it looks like you’re nominated for 
another one, as I was after my first at-
tempt years ago for the Mile Long Yard 
Sale!

Thanks for all your hard work - it 

didn’t go unnoticed.
Pick’n & Special Sales

I’ve been here on the East 
End now in my shop for 
about six months. So why not 
celebrate with an evening of 
pick’n and special sales As 
you visit Nona Lisa Pizza 
(across from my shop) or the 
other restaurants in the area.

This Friday and Saturday 
(June 22 and June 23) from 4 

p.m. until 8 p.m., I’ll be having a sale 
with 20 percent to 50 percent off select 
items. Also sign up for a drawing for a 
quart of pure Maine Maple Syrup to be 
drawn at 8 p.m. Saturday evening.

If you’re around, stop by, even if it’s 
just to do a look-see. I don’t think you’ll 
be disappointed!

If all goes well, it could work out to 
be a monthly or every other monthly 
special evening for you and me.

My way of saying thanks to this com-
munity. See ya!

~ Thanks from Mr. Jim
of Jim’s Antiques

Wilson County Right to Life was 
proud to recognize Lenore Thorne, 
a 2018 high school graduate, with a 
Youth Service Award and a $500 check 
on June 19. Thorne has participated 
and placed in the group’s pro-life ora-
tory contests each of her high school 
years: researching, writing, and pre-
senting her speech before a panel of 
judges. Thorne has placed in the state 
pro-life oratory contest and went on to 
place third in the nation with her pro-
life speech while competing against 
other high school students around the 
country. Congratulations to Lenore 
Thorne for her commitment to excel-
lence!

Wilson County Right to Life is an 
affiliate of TN Right to Life, which 
works to protect human life through 
education, advocacy, organization and 
benevolence. Wilson County chapter 
meetings are held on the third Tuesday 

of each month at First Baptist Church 
in Mt. Juliet beginning at 7 p.m. How-
ever the next meeting will be on the 
fourth Tuesday, July 24. For additional 
information, visit Wilsoncountyright-
tolife.com

Kudos to Vickie on car show
Check out first Pick’n sale June 22-23 at Jim’s

EAST
SQUARE

OF THE

By Jim Amero

Bean Supper & Meet and Greet
Tuesday, June 26th

at the Depot Junction Cafe
108 Depot Ave.  Watertown
5:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Hosted by James and Debbie Stephens

615-237-0107

EAST

shop online:
www.howusa.net

 Join us on Facebook for Unbelievable Sales
under Flash Friday Sales Posts

When life happens...
continued from page 4

From left: Lenore Thorne and Trecia 
Dillingham, president of Wilson Coun-
ty Right to Life.         photo by submitted
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Tim Fish  
Tim Fish, age 60, of Watertown died 

Tuesday morning, June 19, 2018 at Ten-
nova Healthcare in Lebanon.

Born June 24, 1957, he was the son of 
the late Marshall Don Fish and Mallie 
Frances Crook Fish and was preceded 
in death by sisters, Judy Rose Bandy and 
Francine Fish and a brother, Marshall 
Fish. Tim was a farmer and construction 
worker.

He is survived by his wife of 38 years, 
Brenda Enoch Fish; daughters, Timberley 
Zimmerman and her husband, Chuck, 
of Nashville; step-children, Angela Cof-
fee and Jonathan Coffee of Watertown; 
grandchildren, Uny Francine Zimmer-
man, Johnny Nathaniel Coffee, Meghan 
Leigh Coffee, Ava Coffee and Stephanie 
Coffee; brothers, Ray Donald (Elsie) Fish 
and Mark Fish; nieces and nephews.

Funeral services are at 3 p.m. Friday, 
June 22, 2018 at Hunter Funeral Home. 
Visitation was 3 to 8 p.m. Thursday and 
is 10 a.m. till service time on Friday. In-
terment will be at Jones Hill Cemetery.  
Hunter Funeral Home 615.237.9318.

Clyde Waits
Clyde Joseph Waits, age 74, of Water-

town died Sunday, June 17, 2018 at Ten-
nova Healthcare in Lebanon.

Born April 24, 1944 in Stoneham, 
Mass., he was the son of the late Clyde 
Edward and Margaret Ann Waits. 
Clyde was a graduate of Bosla Granda 
High School in Westminster, Calif. He 
worked as a butcher for 10 years in Long 
Beach, Calif., before coming to Water-
town where he owned and operated 
Waits Shop-Rite. Clyde was active as a 
girls’ softball coach and enjoyed coach-
ing bowling to both young and old. He 
served his country for four years in the 
Navy during the Vietnam War.

He is survived by his wife of 52 years, 
Reta Hagar Waits and his daughter, Jen-
nifer Shuman, both of Watertown; a 
sister, Gayle Younger, and a niece and 
nephew in Southern California.

Funeral services were at 1 p.m. Thurs-
day, June 21, 2018 at Hunter Funeral 
Home with Bro. Ronnie Smith officiating. 
Interment was at Hunter Memorial Park. 
Hunter Funeral Home 615.237.9318.

James Kidwell  
James Forest Kidwell, age 85, of Wa-

tertown died Friday afternoon, June 15, 
2018 at Tennova Healthcare in Lebanon.

Born May 24, 1933, 
he was the son of 
the late James Doyle 
Kidwell and Grace 
Garman Kidwell 
and was preceded in 
death by his son, Jef-
frey Scott Kidwell, 
in 2011. Jim was a 
graduate of Water-
town High School. 
He received his Education degree from 
Tennessee Tech and his Masters degree 
from Middle Tennessee State Univer-
sity. He was a longtime educator, prin-
cipal, coach and athletic official. Jim 
was a U.S. Army Ranger serving in the 
Korean War and was an Elder of the 
Watertown First Presbyterian Church.

He is survived by his wife, Martha 
Dickens Kidwell; children, Debbie Mar-
tin and husband, Rick of Watertown, 
James F. Kidwell, Jr. and wife, Nan of 
Lebanon, Beth Reeder and husband 
Wayne of Watertown; grandchildren, 
Lauren (Dusty) Haskins, Gina Martin, 
Brant Martin, Sarah (Destin) Gentry, 
Hannah Reeder, Madi Reeder, Kolbee 
James Kidwell, Adam (Sonya) Carr and 
Alex Carr; great grandchildren, Harper 
and Houston Haskins; sister, Beverly 
Blankenship of Murfreesboro; nieces 
and nephews.

Funeral services were at 2 p.m. 
Wednesday, June 20, 2018 at Hunter 
Funeral Home with the Rev. Tim Dif-
fenderfer and Dr. John Cheetham offici-
ating. Pallbearers: Rick Martin, Wayne 
Reeder, Destin Gentry, Brant Martin, 

Dusty Haskins and Kolbee Kidwell. In-
terment with military honors was con-
ducted at Jones Hill Cemetery. Hunter 
Funeral Home 615.237.9318.

James Cox  
James Thomas Cox, age 74, of Water-

town, died Thursday evening, June 14, 
2018 at his residence.

Born June 19, 1943 
in Trousdale County, 
he was the son of the 
late Mitchell Hall 
Cox and Lena An-
drews Cox. He was 
preceded in death by 
sisters, Mary Neal 
Thompson and Jew-
ell Bond, and brother, J.C. “Slick” Cox. 
Jim managed Hagaman’s Truck Plaza 
for 27 years and was the former owner 
of Cox’s Grocery in Norene. He retired 
from Watertown Elementary School.

Jim is survived by his wife, Elaine 
Johnson Cox; children, Mark, Katrina, 
Damon and Jeff (Jennifer) Cox all of 
Watertown; 10 grandchildren and seven 
great grandchildren; brother, Mitchell 
(Jean) Cox of Carthage; sister, Shirley 
(John) Bouser of Northern California; 
nieces and nephews. 

Funeral services were at 1 p.m. Mon-
day, June 18, 2018 at Hunter Funeral 
Home. Pallbearers: Jeff, Damon, Mark 
and Austin Cox, Don Thornton and 
Adam Kufler. Interment was at at Fair-
view Cemetery. Hunter Funeral Home 
615.237.9318.

Cheryl Ann Friedhof  
Cheryl Ann Friedhof, age 63, of Alex-

andria died Thursday morning, June 14, 
2018 at her residence.

Born March 21, 1955 in Piqua, Ohio, 

The Edge Obituaries

Kidwell

www.WatertownFlowerShop.com
412 Public Square  Watertown, TN

Cox

Obituaries continue on page 7
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she was the daughter of  Shirley Statzer 
Hughes and the late Lloyd Statzer and 
was preceded in death by a son, Donald 
Erik Friedhof and brothers, John and 
Carl Statzer. Cheryl is survived by her 
husband, Donald Gene Friedhof of Alex-
andria; daughters, Sheri Lynn (Johnny) 
Taylor of Lebanon and Sharon Marie 
Grishom of Alexandria; grandchildren, 
Dillian Hasty, Ryan Taylor, Hunter 
Grishom, Amelia Rose Friedhof; great 
grandson, Bryson Hasty; mother, Shir-
ley Hughes of Lebanon; brother, James 
Statzer of Granville; sisters, Patricia Tay-
lor of Advance, Ind., and Susan Ander-
son, Cynthia Lacey and Deborah Spires, 
all of Lebanon; nieces and nephews.

Funeral services were at 11 a.m. Tues-
day, June 19, 2018 at Hunter Funeral 
Home. Interment was at Hunter Me-
morial Park.  Hunter Funeral Home 
615.237.9318.

Cecil Jerry ‘Woody’ Wood   
Cecil Jerry “Woody” Wood, age 78, of 

Lebanon died Thursday afternoon, June 
14, 2018 at The Pavilion in Lebanon.

Born October 25, 
1939 in Byron, Ga., he 
was the son of the late 
John Hubert Wood 
and Martha Elizabeth 
Hall Wood and was 
preceded in death by 
his daughter Lynda 
Charlene Wood and a 
brother, John Hubert 
Wood, Jr. Woody was a member of Round 
Lick Baptist Church, a veteran of the U.S. 
Marine Corps and the U.S. Navy and was 
a retired diesel mechanic for LoJac.

He is survived by his wife, Novella Rob-
erts Wood; daughters, Virginia Wood of 
Hartsville, and Felicia Wood and Lind-
sey Wood, both of Lebanon; son, Daniel 
Wood and his wife Sandra of Greens-
boro, Ga.; 14 grandchildren and 16 great-
grandchildren; sisters, Lucille Scribner 
of Milledgeville, Ga. and Linda (David) 
Little of Danville, Ga.; brothers, Reggie 
(Dorothy) Wood of Munster, Ill., Harold 
(Alice) Wood of Powder Springs, Ga., 
Roy (Tracie) Wood of Easterly, S.C. and 
Ricky Wood of Milledgeville, Ga.; nieces 
and nephews; and a beloved pet, Daisy.

Funeral services were at 1 p.m. Sat-
urday, June 16, 2018 at Hunter Funeral 

Home with Bro. Jim Patton officiating. 
Pallbearers were: Daniel Wood, Morgan 
Wood, Hunter Feagle, Dakota Babcock, 
Greg Steele and Steven Self. Interment 
with military honors was conducted at 
Hunter Memorial Park. Hunter Funeral 
Home 615.237.9318.

Ariel Warden  
Ariel Lenee Warden, 

age 25, of Lebanon 
died Saturday morn-
ing, June 9, 2018 at 
Tennova Healthcare 
in Lebanon.

Born May 27, 1993, 
she was the daughter 

of Patricia Ellen Owen Warden and the 
late Terry Wayne Warden and was pre-
ceded in death by her grandfather, Billy 
Wayne Owen. Ariel was a 2012 graduate 
of Watertown High School and was em-
ployed by Dollar General Stores.

She is survived by her children, Brook-
lyn, Bryleigh and Braelynn; mother, 
Patricia Ellen Warden of Watertown; 
brothers, Dakota (Reanna Barrett) War-
den, Trenton, Tristan, Philip and Aidan 
Warden; her bonus mother, Brandy War-
den of Lebanon; grandparents, Harold 
and Janet Warden of Lebanon and Cola 
Williams of Lebanon; “sisters” Emily and 
Allie Wright; aunts, uncles, nieces, neph-

ews and cousins.
Funeral services were at 2 p.m. Thurs-

day, June 14, 2018 at Hunter Funeral 
Home with Bradley Bowden officiating. 
Pallbearers were her brothers, Dakota, 
Trenton, Tristan, Philip and Aiden War-
den and Bob Palk. Interment was at 
Bethlehem Cemetery.

Warden

Wood

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrec-
tion and the life. He who believes in 
me shall never die. Do you believe 
this?” She said to Him, “Yes, Lord, I 
believe that you are the Christ, the 

Son of God, who is to come into the 
world.”  John 11:25-27

The Edge Obituaries . . .
continued from page 6
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A brain cancer awareness fundraiser 
benefitting Watertown Middle School 
special education assistant Jim Barrett is 
set for Saturday, June 23 from 8 a.m. to 
2 p.m. in Murfreesboro at the pavilion at 
McKnight Park by Sports*Com. There 
will be hotdogs, drinks, chips, sweets 
and candy for $1 each and prizes.

Jim was diagnosed a month ago with 
a stage 4 brain tumor, which has been 
removed through surgery. He is now 

undergoing chemotherapy and radia-
tion treatment.

Tammy’s brother, Jeff Walters, also set 
up a GoFundMe page (gofundme.com/
jim-and-tammy-barrett-walters) for the 
family to help with medical bills, which 
has raised over $1,600 along with ad-
ditional direct donations. Jim and wife 
Tammy, a second grade teacher at Wa-
tertown Elementary, have two children, 
Nick, 13, and Samantha, 10.

The Mister has retired, AGAIN, and 
is mowing and trimming this place un-
til I have found only one little poke sallet 
plant that missed his grooming efforts. 
There wasn’t enough for a mess, so I par-
boiled and fixed the leaves with scram-
bled eggs: awesome. 

Pokeweed (Phy to LAC ca Americana) 

is a hardy perennial found in most south-
ern states. It can grow 6 to 10 feet tall and 
in the fall the stems turn red and it has 
beautiful berries (don’t eat these). 

This plant has also been called inkber-
ry. There are letters, preserved in muse-
ums, written during the Civil War using 
pokeberry juice as ink, that remain leg-
ible today.

Poke should not be eaten raw because 
uncooked it contains elements that are ca-
thartic, a word that comes from a Greek 
word meaning to cleanse or purge, espe-
cially of the bowel. According to Michael 
Twitty’s book The Cooking Gene, “poke 
sallet was originally eaten for pure prac-
ticality - its toxins made it a potent tonic. 
Back in the old days, you had a lot of peo-
ple who walked around barefoot in ani-
mal feces all the time. Most of our ances-
tors from the Depression backwards were 
full of worms. So then, poke sallet acted 
as a vermifuge, a worm purger. Pokeweed 
remains a popular folk medicine, but it 
hasn’t been widely studied, so its healing 
properties remain, officially, purported.”

At one time the University of Arkansas 
Experiment Station tried to domesticate 

poke sallet in an effort to market it as an 
alternative to other popular garden greens 
such as spinach. Even though poke re-
mains wild, it has never become invasive. 

Gainesboro celebrated its 40th Annual 
Poke Sallet Fes-
tival in May this 
year.

In 1968 Tony 
Joe White wrote 
and performed 
the song “Polk 
Salad Annie” 
which went to 
number 8 on the 
charts, and even 
Elvis crooned 
the song that told 
of a depression 
era girl who sur-
vived alligators 
and a mean Mama on the nutrition and 
availability of poke sallet.

In the 1940s, the Allen Canning Com-
pany added a variety of southern items 
to their packing schedule, such as sweet 
potatoes, blackberries and poke sallet. 
According to their website, as people left 

Arkansas and Oklahoma, due to the Dust 
Bowl event, migrating to California, they 
took their taste for these southern foods 
with them. Allen tried to fill that need 
in that market with those items. Since 

poke was gath-
ered rather than 
grown, “in the 
spring the com-
pany put out the 
word that it was 
ready to can poke 
sallet and people 
would bring in 
bags and tubs 
of the greens. 
Then as the eat-
ers of poke sallet 
dwindled and so 
did the people 
willing to gather 

it, Allen Canning packed its last batch of 
poke sallet greens in the spring of 2000.”

I love it when in my foraging efforts I 
find what God and the birds have plant-
ed. Looks like, though, I am going to 
have to forage further than our four acres 
for this spring treat.

Jim Barrett fundraiser June 23

Poke sallet acted as a ‘worm purger’ for poor ancestors
Auntie E’s

The Gardener’s Edge

Poke sallet is a hardy perennial. photo submitted

Mon-Fri 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.  Sat 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

406 Public Square
Watertown, TN 

615-237-0054

HOME  AUTO  LIFE  COMMERCIAL
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT
OR ADVANTAGE PLANS

We can often save our clients 30%-40% on 
current insurance costs.

There is an art to doing insurance right and we 
have 14 years experience to know what that is.

We take the time to let 
you know what your 

policy means by
reviewing it with you. 
And when you have a 
claim, we will help you 
through the process.

GET A FREE QUOTE TODAY!

MORE CHOICES  LESS COST

615.697.5066
call us today or visit our website to learn more

www.ArtizanInsurance.com
Insurance@ArtizanInsurance.com

214 PUBLIC SQUARE  WATERTOWN

Offering premium yet affordable
insurance plans from 30

of the top providers in the country.
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Summer Reading rocks! Check out upcoming topics

Summer reading is off and running. 
If you haven’t signed your child up, 
you still have time. The last day to sign 
up is June 30. We are having so much 
fun. The ending day for our programs 
is July 13. But your child can still get 
the fair pass up to July 31. So hurry in 
and get your child signed up. Not only 
can you sign up your child, but you 
can sign up as well. We accept every-
one from zero to 100. We have some-
thing for everyone. For more informa-
tion, contact the library.

We have a huge book sale going on. 
You can get a bag of books for $2. Yes, 
only $2. If you would like DVDs or audio 
books, we have them as well. They are 
$1 each. Think about what you can get 
for $5. Come by and see our selection. 
If your child is in kindergarten, I have 
books that will help him/her read better. 
Check us out for more information.

Has your child had his/her dental 
sealant put on this year? We will have 
dental assistants come in from Mid-
Cumberland to put the sealants on. It 
will cost you nothing to have this proce-
dure done. They will only take children 
over age 5. Call or come by the library to 
sign your child up for this free service.

Dates to remember:
June 20 - Mr. Pat Wood will be here 

from the Post Office to read to our chil-

dren and then we will tour the Post Office.
June 22 - We will tour Wilson Bank & 

Trust
June 25 - Mr. Jim will be here from 

Jim’s Antiques to show us his great an-
tiques.

June 27 - Watertown Flower Shop will 
be here to show us how to design. This 
will be so much fun.

June 29 - 615 Rocks will be here and 
we will paint rocks.

June 30 - the last day to sign up for 
summer reading.The Library’s Edge

By Pamela Wiggins- Watertown Public Library

Charlene Robin Vance
Robin@VanceLaw.org

Karen Parker Casey
Karen@VanceLaw.org

903 W. Main St.  Watertown

Owner
Mark Fletcher

(615) 237-0009

DeKalb County Fairgrounds * 300 Fairgrounds Rd, Alexandria, TN 37012 * www.dekalbcountyfairtn.com

Saturday:
Fair Gates open at 4 p.m. 
Midway opens at 4 p.m.

Exhibit Building open 4-9 p.m
Nightly Cash
Drawing

Gate Prices:
$4 each night

4 years old & under Free
Ride Arm Band Prices:

Monday---------$15
Tuesday--------$16
Wednesday-- -$14Wednesday-- -$14
Thursday-------$18
Friday-----------$18
Saturday-------$18

Monday - Friday: 
Fair Gates open 4:30 p.m.
Midway opens 4:30 p.m.

Exhibit Building open 5-9 p.m.
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There are moments that make up a life, 
some simple, others extraordinary. It is 
these moments that transcend the ordi-
nary to touch our hearts. They bring us 
together - It’s mAGic!

When everyone gets together at the 
Wilson County Fair - It’s mAGic!

The food, rides, pageants, exhibits, 
tractor pulls, showing livestock, music 
and entertainment - It’s mAGic!

Winning that blue ribbon for the first 
time – It’s mAGic!

Today, we see the apple, but not the 
apple tree and the farmer who planted 
and nurtured it. We covet the wood 
flooring in luxury housing, but ignore 
the forest. The water flowing from our 
kitchen tap quenches our thirst without 
a thought to its source.

What would our life be like without 
AGriculture? 

The 2018 Wil-
son County Fair 
will be honoring 
our dairy farms 
and families as we 
celebrate “Year of 
Milk” as the agri-
culture commodity 
and making more 
mAGic memories. 

A life of early 
mornings, long 
days of hard work 
and braving the el-
ements day in and 
day out 365 days a 
year may not sound 
appealing to every-
one, but for Wilson County’s dairy farm-
ers, this is the lifestyle they have happily 
chosen.

mAGic Memories are abundant on a 
dairy farm.  Looking out over the farm, 
raising children and grandchildren to 
experience morning and afternoon milk-
ing, bottle feeding baby calves, harvesting 
crops, baling hay – the many chores in-
volved with stewardship of the land and 
cattle bring families closer together. 

“Watching three little boys grow up 
and have the whole farm experience:  
playing in the creek, showing calves, see-
ing the natural life and death experience 
and growing up to be good people” are 
the mAGic Memories for Roy Major, pa-

triarch of Major Dairy Farm, where he 
and wife, Diane, raised sons Josh, Seth 
and Jared.  Grandchildren Carter and 
Addison are now experiencing that same 
mAGic.  Major Dairy Farm was estab-
lished in 1979.

“It’s a good way of life,” echoes Larry 
Eastes of Eastes Dairy Farm.  “A dairy 
farm is a good place to raise a family, to 
get to be with them every day and see 
them grow.”

Eastes’s farm will reach Century Farm 
status in 2019 – with 100 years of contin-
uous dairy operation.  Established by his 
grandparents, Ernest and Allie Driver, 
the farm was then operated by his par-
ents John D. and Ernestine Eastes before 
Larry took the reins.  His son, Kirk, helps 
daily on the farm, while daughter Lora 
Eastes Stutts is a 5th grade teacher in Wa-
tertown.  Both live on the farm with their 

own families, and Lar-
ry’s grandchildren are 
growing up steeped in 
farm life just as their 
parents were.

Brothers Jeffrey, 
Justin and Jason 
Turner grew up milk-
ing cows, and Jeffrey 
and Justin decided to 
open their own dairy 
on the family farm, 
milking their first 
Holsteins on Decem-
ber 9, 2015.  Their 
parents, Tommy and 
Jackie Turner, got out 
of the dairy business 

in the early 2000’s, but Jeffrey has fond 
memories of going to the barn with his 
dad to milk, or when he was too small to 
help, waiting for his dad to come in from 
milking so the family could sit down to-
gether for the evening meal.  It’s all about 
family.  And even though Jason isn’t a 
partner in the new dairy, he helps out too.

Holsteins are the predominant dairy 
breed in Wilson County, with the Turn-
ers having 100 percent Holsteins; the 
Eastes family having about 80 percent 
Holstein plus Jersey and a few Brown 
Swiss; and Major Dairy Farm having 95 
percent registered Holstein, plus a few 
Brown Swiss, Ayrshire and Jerseys – 
from acquiring additional breeds for the 

youngsters to show through 4-H.  Eastes 
milks about 80 a day, the Turners about 
100 and the Majors average 200 to 220.  
That translates to tons of milk in a year:  
8 to 8.5 million pounds of milk annually, 
combined.

While dairy farming is a beloved way 
of life, it’s one that today is more chal-
lenging than ever before.  Volatile mar-
kets and only one buyer for the area leave 
these hard working families at the mercy 
of whatever price they are given.  Mar-
gins are slim to negative.  Giant corpo-
rate dairy farms that load out full tankers 
of milk daily are tough for these family 
farms to compete against.  Prohibitively 
high land costs make expansion pretty 
much impossible.  But these dairy farm-
ers are accustomed to adversity and do 
their best to survive and thrive.

Roy Major hopes to see market correc-
tions bring some stability in the future 
so his farm can continue to provide the 
dairy farming opportunity for his grand-
children.  The Eastes family already has 
diversified by building up their herd of 
beef cattle.  Larry’s dream is to at least 
keep operating the dairy through the 
100-year anniversary in 2019, but with-
out market changes, they may transition 

completely to beef.  As the youngest dairy 
farm in Wilson County, the Turner Dairy 
Farm would like to expand and is explor-
ing options to eliminate the market vola-
tility they face today.

Through it all, they pull together as 
strong families rooted to the land and cat-
tle they care so deeply for, making more 
mAGic memories as the days pass by.

Wilson Fair honors dairy with ‘mAGic Memories’ theme

Above: Roy and Diane Major of Major Dairy with their sons, daughter-in-
law and grandchildren. In photo at left: Jeffrey and Justin Turner. of Turner 
Dairy. Below: Larry Eastes of Eastes Dairy.    photos ubmitted
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Debbie says they’ve tried to be good 
surrogate parents to those young people 
– the employees who have worked for 
their Watertown restaurant since the 
doors first opened on July 13, 1993. In 
fact, James says he hopes one or more of 
those young women will decide to keep 
the Depot going when he and Debbie 
are ready to retire. They’ve shown their 
ability to do the work – James has cut 
back to two to three days a week, having 
experienced some health issues. Debbie, 
meanwhile, works full time on Capitol 
Hill in Nashville, so helping at the Depot 
is an evening and weekend gig for her 
now. Her sister, Bobbye Troupe, works 
regularly at the Depot.

But when they first started Depot 
Junction Café, it was a fulltime job for 
both. James and Debbie had retired 
from other 
jobs – James 
from Dupont 
after also hav-
ing worked for 
L&N Railroad, 
and Debbie 
from Genesco/
Jarman Shoe, 
where she 
worked for the 
controller.

James grew 
up in Water-
town – on 
W o o d l a n d , 
while Deb-
bie was raised 
in and around 
Watertown and Shop Springs. While not 
having a background in the restaurant 
industry, James says he loved to cook 
and thought a new family restaurant 
would be a good addition to Watertown. 
“I had hung around a few (restaurants),” 
James says with a wry grin. “I thought it 
would be interesting.”

The idea blossomed after the couple 
attended a City of Watertown meeting 
at which Mayor Mike Jennings “chal-
lenged everybody to come up with an 
idea to make Watertown better,” Deb-
bie recalls. They drove through town to 
get their creative juices flowing, and the 
idea of a restaurant was born. 

Debbie recalls they first looked at the 

corner building next to the dentist – 
now part of Action Restoration, but de-
cided it wasn’t the right building. They 
saw the late Sharon McComb on the 
front porch of the Bed & Breakfast and 
“stopped and introduced ourselves” and 
asked if she knew of any available build-
ings. Watertown’s dilapidated and par-
tially uninhabited business district in 
1993 was struggling to revive itself, and 
Bob and Sharon McComb were a part of 
that initial effort.

Sharon told the Stephenses that, as a 
matter of fact, she had a building – the 
center building of what is now the De-
pot Junction! The McCombs were in the 
process of doing renovations with the 
idea of a soda shop locating there. The 
space beside it, part of an old factory, 
remained in rough condition, but was 
also owned by the McCombs. The future 
restauranteurs ended up buying both, 
completely gutting and remodeling the 

building on 
the north 
side. About 
five years 
later, the old 
b ar b e rshop 
space on the 
south side of 
Depot Junc-
tion became 
available and 
the Stephens-
es were able 
to purchase 
it for a mere 
$18,000 (un-
heard of to-
day!) and that 
became the 

private party room.
They’ve met a lot of folks over the 

years – one customer who came in just 
a couple of weeks ago was from China. 
Depot Junction has served folks from 
far and wide in 25 years, including 
from Australia, England and all across 
the United States. They’ve also fed the 
hungry and the homeless. James said he 
had one guy ask if he could scrounge in 
the dumpster for food. Instead, James 
sat the man down and told him to or-
der whatever he wanted from the menu 
- charge. Another recently ordered just 
hash browns, and the staff realized that’s 
all he could afford. Payment was de-
clined from that customer. They’ve also 

opened the restaurant and their hearts 
to other needs in the community, put-
ting on spaghetti supper fundraisers for 
families who suffered loss in house fires 
or lost loved ones and were saddled with 
bills they couldn’t pay.

James and Debbie are also longtime 
Modern Woodmen members – about 30 
years – and through that organization 
have raised and contributed thousands 
of dollars to the community: most re-
cently $5,000 for the Three Forks Com-
munity Park.

Asked how they met, since Deb-
bie graduated from Lebanon High and 
James from Watertown, Debbie laughs 
and says they met on the square in Wa-
tertown. She was riding around with her 
sister and her sister’s boyfriend and there 
James sat on the square. They married 
in 1972 and recently celebrated their 
46th Anniversary. They never imagined 
they would see so many young people 
through school, college and cars – and 
some who even got in a bit of trouble – 
as employers in Watertown.

“We want to invite everybody who has 

ever been employed here to come by and 
reminisce about the good times,” Debbie 
says of Depot’s upcoming 25th Anniver-
sary Weekend. “For a lot of them it was 
their first job. One or two are now doc-
tors or nurses.”

Details are still being ironed out for 
the weekend, but there will be specials 
from Friday through Sunday and prob-
ably a Saturday afternoon reception. To 
celebrate, the Depot is also getting new 
T-shirts sporting “25 years of service 
to the community,” which the staff will 
wear and which will also be for sale. 

Depot employee Brittany Hudson checks out a customer on a recent Thurs-
day evening. They Depot has many regulars. Favorite menu items include 
catfish, chopped steak and burgers, says owner James Stephens.

The Depot Junction Cafe is located 
at 108 Depot Ave. in Watertown, 
leading into the square.

The Edge photos by Lounita Howard, Editor
Gathering at the new counter in the north 
dining room are, from left: Depot employees 
Makenzie Patton and Amber Woodard and 
owners James and Debbie Stephens.

or drop in for a visit at 900 Coles Ferry Pike in Lebanon
615-443-7929

Housekeeping Service
Activities Program:

Days-Evenings-Weekends
Van for off-campus activities

Respite Care

RN & LPNs on Duty 
Social Events

Nutritious Meals
Private or Short Term Apartments

GRACIOUS LIVING with PEACE OF MIND...

Call Jennifer Bradshaw for a tour!

Celebrating...
continued from page 1
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“Ya should have bought it when you saw it!”
*8 Days a Week*

WatertownTN.com/Jims

We
Carry

Maine
Pure Maple
Syrup

NUMEROUS RED RIM KITCHEN PANS

EARLY PRIMITIVE PIGEON HOLE CUPBOARD
FOLK ART (WALL HANGER) BANJO

3 WOODEN LADDERS Enjoy
Summer!

Shop
Local!

MANY PLASTIC & METAL LUNCH BOXES
2 SHELL BACK METAL LAWN CHAIRS

3 GRADUATED SIZES OF GRINDING WHEELS FOR YOUR GARDEN*

*

*

Jim Amero
 Owner of Jim’s Antiques * Mile Long Yard Sale Coordinator

Bill Robinson, probably better known 
as Coach, has announced his candidacy 
for the Wilson County School Board 
Zone 2. After serving as a teacher and 
coach in Wilson County for 37 years, 
Robinson has been the School Board 
Member for Zone 2 for the past eight 
years.  

 “I have made diligent efforts to lis-
ten to the students, parents, teachers, 
administrators and taxpayers in Zone 2 
and throughout Wilson County. I have 
worked to meet the needs of the chil-
dren and citizens that I serve by staying 
informed and using sound judgment. 
While not every problem can be fully re-
solved and not everyone will agree with 
every decision made, I am fully commit-
ted to doing my very best to make the 
best decisions possible to improve the 
educational process and the performance 
of each and every child in Zone 2 and in 

Wilson County,” says Robinson. 
Robinson indicated that he strives each 

day to maintain the trust of fellow Board 
Members and County Commissioners, 
so that when he discusses the needs of 
our school system or the approach we 
should take to solve a problem, they will 
listen. In addition to attending all work 
sessions and regular meetings of the 
School Board, Robinson has attended 
Education, Finance and Budget Commit-
tee meetings as well as the County Com-
mission meetings. Robinson says that it 
is through the relationships with these 
Commissioners that the School Board is 
able to work together to obtain funding 
and approval to meet the required edu-
cational standards and obtain modern 
facilities for our students.

During his eight years on the board, 
the new Lebanon High School was com-
pleted; the new Watertown High School 

was built; and 
Springdale El-
ementary was 
built. Water-
town Elemen-
tary, Southside, 
Tuckers Cross-
roads, Car-
roll Oakland, 
Rutland and 
Gladeville El-
ementary were 

renovated.  Gladeville Middle School is 
to be completed in August of 2019. A ma-
jor renovation plan for Watertown Mid-
dle School has been prepared and will be 
prioritized in the next series of building 
updates.

Robinson says that he was fortunate 
enough to follow in the footsteps of his 
father, Brownie Robinson, when he took 
over the head football coaching posi-

tion at Watertown High School in 1974. 
Brownie was in the first group of in-
ductees into the Watertown High School 
Hall of Fame in 2016, and Bill was in the 
second group recently inducted in May 
of 2018. His wife of 51 years, Shirley 
Hudson Robinson, retired from teach-
ing after 25 years with Wilson County 
Schools.  He has three daughters who 
graduated from Watertown High School; 
two grandchildren currently enrolled in 
Wilson County Schools; and two sons-
in-law who are teachers.

Coach Robinson’s zone encompasses 
Lebanon High School, MAP Academy, 
Southside Elementary, Watertown El-
ementary, Watertown High School and 
Watertown Middle School.  Robinson 
says that it is his desire to continue to put 
his knowledge, experience and leader-
ship to work for the next four years as the 
School Board Member for Zone 2.  

Bill Robinson seeks re-election to School Board Zone 2

Nashville Rash band is now hosting a 
weekly Saturday night dance at the Lib-
erty Dance hall.

The old Liberty School auditorium has 
been the location of this popular dance 
since the 1970s. It was the location for 
filming of the first scene from “Country 
Strong,” the movie released in 2011 star-
ring Tim McGraw and Gwyneth Paltrow.

 The dance has a family atmosphere and 
is alcohol and smoke free. The members 
of the featured band, Nashville Rash, are 
Kenny Clark, Paul Smith, Larry Hunt, 
Wes Blakely and John Cisco. Their com-
bined talents make for an awesome musi-
cal event.

D a n c e 
time each 
Saturday is 
7 to 10 p.m. 
Doors open 
at 6. Admis-
sion is $6 for 
anyone 12 or 
older, under 
12 get in free.  
Drinks and 
snacks are 
sold at each 
dance. Ev-
eryone is invited to come out, enjoy the 
music and have a great time!

Nashville Rash hosting weekly Saturday dance at Liberty Dance Hall

Bill Robinson

Right: some of the mem-
bers of Nashville Rash.
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Rural vistas, country music, and easy 
access from just about anywhere make 
Tennessee a popular summertime desti-
nation. When friends and relatives come 
to visit, consider skipping the crowds and 
costs of a typical tourist attraction and 
head to a local farm. 

Picking peaches, making soap or tak-
ing an art class create great memories 
in a relaxed setting. Many agritourism 
farms have sheltered areas for picnics, 
playgrounds for children, and areas to 
explore at a visitor’s own pace. 

“We’re teaching people how to milk a 
goat this summer,” said Beth Bohnert of 
Mountain Hollow Farm near Knoxville. 
Mountain Hollow also has a country 
store featuring yarn, fine handcrafts, and 
goat’s milk soap. “Visit the store to shop 
or just hang out. We always have a pot of 
tea on and chairs awaiting anyone who 
wants to knit, crochet, spin or simply 
chat for a while.”

Near Greeneville, farmers at The Farm 

at Spring Creek teach classes in tradi-
tional homestead skills. Guests can sign 
up for classes to make soap, jam and even 
mozzarella cheese.

“We provide a walking or golf cart tour 
to see our livestock, which include cattle, 
hogs, chickens, ducks and other animals, 
and explain in detail how we farm,” said 
Kevin and Mikki Krause of Liberty Trace 
Farm near Hampshire.

Just outside of Memphis, Jones Or-
chard in Millington is a favorite destina-
tion for produce, particularly numerous 
varieties of peaches. Customers can pick 
their own, purchase produce, and even 
take home jams, jellies and other foods 
from the orchard’s farm store. 

Lake Nowhere Mule and Donkey 
Farm in Martin offers educational “farm-
cations” with a cabin available for guests. 
“We have room for you, your mule and 
canine family members,” owners Deb and 
Jim Kidwell said. “We can do a day ride 
and then sit on the porch and talk mule.” 

When visiting any farm, make sure to 
call ahead and check the farm’s social 
media to ensure the farm is open for the 
day. Find local farms and learn how to 
be a good farm guest with the Pick TN 
mobile app or visit PickTnProducts.org. 
Follow PickTN on social media for sea-
sonal updates, recipes and farm-related 
activities.

Due to conversations with several beef 
producers regarding summer grazing, 

I am going to do a series of articles on 
Native Warm Season Grasses (NWSG). 
Hopefully this will help producers who 
are looking for some alternatives to 
thin tall fescue stands or bermudagrass. 
These articles are from Dr. Patrick Key-

ser, Professor and Director of the Center 
for Native Grassland Management.

Many areas in the Mid-South are or 
have experienced drought - with many 
in severe drought. These dry conditions 
limit options for forage managers now, 
but it is worth looking forward and con-
sidering steps that can position you to 
better handle future droughts. One thing 
that comes to mind is the importance 
of drought-hardy perennials. Annuals, 
warm and cool season, are valuable tools 
and will, no doubt, play a role in recov-
ery strategies for many producers. But, 
perennials are a more reliable option for 
providing forage than annuals. When 
spring rains are not timely, desirable 
summer annuals like crabgrass will not 
grow. Similarly, species seeded stands of 
wheat and rye cannot develop in the fall 
without timely rain.

A second thing that comes to mind 
is that so many of our pastures in this 
region have taken a beating from suc-
cessive droughts over the past decade. 
One result is that we no longer have 
vigorous, strong cool-season pastures. 
Tall fescue is our most drought-tolerant 
cool-season option, but many of our 
“fescue” pastures no longer have good 
stands. Instead, we have an abundance 
of annuals, low quality warm-season 
grasses, and weeds. Renovation of tall 
fescue pastures help correct this prob-
lem.

Third, we need drought-hardy PE-
RENNIAL warm-season forages. 
Without reliable, high quality summer 
pastures, we put much greater stress on 
our cool-season pastures by continued 
grazing through hot, dry summers. This 

See ‘Pastures’ on page 14

Hosting city slickers?
Show them some fun on a Tennessee farm

Pastures and drought - looking forward (Part I)
Successive dry spells give a beating to pastures, impacting cool-season options

The Agricultural Edge

Visitors peruse the blooms at The 
Oakes, above. Right: two goatees as a 
visitor makes friends at a farm. submitted

By Ruth Correll, Agricultural Agent
UT/TSU Extension, Wilson County

acorrell@utk.edu
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Mid-South Livestock, Unionville, TN
Weighted Average Report for Monday, June 18

Cattle Receipts: 814. Last week: 1070. Last 
year: 932. Compared to last week, Feeder Steers/
Bulls steady to 5.00 lower; Feeder Heifers steady 
to 5.00 higher; Slaughter Cows mostly steady; 
Slaughter Bulls mostly steady. Feeder: 711.
Slaughter: 57. Replacement: 46. Slaughter cows 
made up 9 percent of the offering, slaughter bulls 
1 percent, and feeders 90 percent. The feeder 
supply included 40 percent steers, 42 percent 
heifers, and 17 percent bulls. Near 35 percent of 
the run weighed over 600 lbs.
Head   Wt Range   Avg Wt    Price Range   Avg Price
Feeder Steers                Medium and Large 1 - 2
 5    265-265    265       174.00         174.00

 6    300-335    322    152.00-175.00     160.93
 4    350-395    368    150.00-160.00     154.03
16   405-445    431    160.00-172.00     164.82
18   450-492    478    155.00-166.00     159.74
 3    493-493    493       169.00         169.00   Value Added
33   500-545    523    156.00-164.00     158.84
 4    508-508    508       171.00         171.00   Value Added
30   550-590    575    148.50-159.50     153.33
 4    559-559    559       160.00         160.00   Value Added
24   600-635    613    139.00-148.50     144.65
 2    603-603    603       153.00         153.00   Value Added
18   650-695    673    133.00-144.00     138.95
13   705-735    716    127.00-138.50     133.89
 3    700-730    718       140.00         140.00   Value Added
 9    750-795    774    125.00-134.00     131.21
 2    805-825    815    128.00-129.00     128.49
 1   1100-1100  1100       105.00         105.00
                             Medium and Large 2 - 3

 6    300-345    332    142.00-152.50     146.71
 5    355-385    372    140.00-148.00     142.98
 3    430-445    437    149.00-156.00     152.97
 5    465-495    477    141.00-152.00     146.79
 4    500-520    510    135.00-151.00     146.57
 3    555-585    570    132.00-146.00     139.26
 1    625-625    625       120.00         120.00
 1    685-685    685       127.00         127.00
                             Holstein Large 3
 1    585-585    585        80.00          80.00
 2    738-738    738        74.50          74.50
Feeder Heifers                Medium and Large 1 - 2
 2    245-245    245    150.00-182.50     166.25
 5    285-298    295    143.00-154.00     151.88
 4    300-335    323    146.00-160.00     154.92
 8    365-388    376    145.00-157.00     151.74
17   400-446    430    135.00-147.00     141.05
33   450-495    469    135.00-145.00     139.40
40   500-540    524    130.00-140.50     137.85
 4    500-530    515    141.00-142.00     141.49   Value 
Added
23   550-595    572    129.00-138.00     134.23
30   600-635    616    127.00-137.00     132.74
14   655-688    672    126.00-136.00     128.23
13   700-748    726    115.00-125.00     121.17
 6    750-785    765    110.00-121.00     116.96
 6    810-835    825    105.00-118.00     112.18
 1    880-880    880       104.00         104.00
 1    975-975    975        90.00          90.00
                             Medium and Large 2 - 3
 2    270-285    278    125.00-130.00     127.43
 2    360-370    365    134.00-140.00     137.04
 4    410-445    430    123.00-131.00     128.45
 6    450-485    470    121.00-133.00     127.59
 6    515-545    526    115.00-128.00     122.96
 3    565-580    570    127.00-128.00     127.34
 3    605-640    625    120.00-125.00     123.00
 4    655-695    676    110.00-120.00     117.50
 1    785-785    785       110.00         110.00

Feeder Bulls                Medium and Large 1 - 2
 4    420-430    425    150.00-159.00     153.24
11   450-485    473    140.00-151.00     144.56
13   500-530    510    136.00-147.00     141.33
 1    510-510    510       151.00         151.00   Fancy
16   550-595    568    129.00-140.00     135.80
15   605-648    622    126.00-137.00     132.92
 9    655-680    663    126.00-133.00     128.77
 4    718-745    725    115.00-122.00     118.72
 3    750-785    768    107.00-114.00     111.62
 1    805-805    805       114.00         114.00
                             Medium and Large 2 - 3
 4    410-445    431    132.00-147.00     138.71
 4    450-480    464    124.00-138.00     132.06
 5    500-540    525    130.00-135.00     133.23
 1    570-570    570       123.00         123.00
 1    630-630    630       124.00         124.00
 5    650-695    682    120.00-122.00     120.78
 1    840-840    840        99.00          99.00
Slaughter Cows                Breaker 70-80% Lean
 2   1335-1395  1365     54.00-58.00       56.04
 5   1500-1705  1616     53.00-64.00       59.11
 1   1510-1510  1510        66.00          66.00 High Dressing
                               Boner 80-85% Lean
19   930-1340  1205     55.00-67.00       60.49
 1   1265-1265  1265        52.00          52.00 Low Dressing
 3   1400-1625  1532     57.00-66.00       62.32
                                Lean 85-90% Lean
 1    790-790    790         51.00             51.00
14   905-1300  1073    49.00-58.00       52.88
 1    875-875    875        62.00             62.00 High Dressing
 7    810-1185   983     38.00-46.00     42.64 Low Dressing
Slaughter Bulls                Yield Grade 1
 2   1230-1255  1243   79.00-81.50       80.24
 1   1145-1145  1145        72.00          72.00 Low Dressing
 4   1580-1880  1781    84.00-88.00       85.91
 1   1895-1895  1895        90.00          90.00 High Dressing

Source: TN Dept of Ag-USDA Market News Service, Nashville, TN

Mid-South Livestock
Center, LLC

midsouthlivestock.com
Cattle Sale

Mondays 11:00 am
Receiving Cattle

Sunday 1-6pm, & Monday 7 am

(931) 294-5101Bill McKee
(615) 308-9035

Tommy Burgess
(615) 533-8518

CLOSED JULY 2ND in observance of INDEPENDENCE DAY

3849 Hwy. 41-A North . Unionville, TN 37180

Livestock Market

is a time when cool-season pastures 
need to be rested. Providing a perennial 
warm season complement to tall fescue 
will improve forage during this period. 
It will also allow for better management 
of both pastures and, in turn, improved 
sward condition.

Our most drought tolerant option 

for summer pasture are native grasses 
such as switchgrass, Indiangrass and big 
bluestem. These plants have very deep 
root systems (10 or more feet deep) and 
can access water not available to other 
grasses. In addition, warm-season spe-
cies have inherently greater drought tol-
erance than cool-season grasses because 
of their physiology. As you evaluate 
your pastures in coming months, con-
sider converting some of those that have 
not been able to maintain reliable tall 

fescue during the repeated droughts of 
recent years. Such droughty sites might 
be a good option for native warm-sea-
son grasses because of their adaption to 
such conditions. 

Developing perennial pastures on a 
foundation of drought-hardy species 
for both the cool (tall fescue) and warm-
season (natives) will put you in a stron-
ger position to handle future droughts. 
A good target for the warm-season na-
tives would be approximately 30 percent 

of your pasture base. Such a combina-
tion will allow each forage to produce 
when it is at its best and enable the other 
to remain vigorous.

Part 2 will be coming. Food for 
thought – “Productivity is never an ac-
cident…but due to planning ahead.” For  
more information, contact the UT-TSU 
Extension Office in Wilson County at 
615.444.9584. You can also find us on 
Facebook or visit our website: extension.
tennessee.edu/wilson

Pastures...
continued from page 13

Randy Lamberson
807 East Main St.
Watertown, TN 37184
www.heatandcooltn.com
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You have your spring food plots done for 
the fall deer season and your trail cameras are 
out to see what’s coming.

With summer in full swing, as a hunter you 
ask yourself “What to do now?” The answer 
to that question is as easy as the day is long, if 
you like to hunt and fish, you combine them 
both in a sport that is just starting to catch on 
in Tennessee - a great mixture of both: Bow-
fishing! Bowfishing is a fast growing sport that 
I started participating in five or six years ago, 
and take it from me it’s totally addictive!

My wife had been introduced to the sport 
by a couple friends. She loved it and said I 
should give it a try, probably a bad move on 
her part. So one night I bought a hand held 
spotlight and at dark, my son and a couple of 
buddies smfand I put my boat in the water to 
see what we could do.

From the first shot that night I was hooked, 
and I mean hooked. The very next day I went 
out and bought a full bowfishing rig and start-
ed planning out lights for my boat and ways to 
attach them permanently.

I’m all in when it comes to the sport; it 
could possibly be one of my all time favorite 
things to do! It’s right up there with coyote and 
deer hunting for sure. I find myself counting 
down the days every year till the weather gets 
nice enough to get out on the water and sling 
some arrows! You can get out on the lake day 
or night and both will produce great results.

In Tennessee and most other states, bow-
fishing is considered fishing, so you will need 
a valid Tennessee fishing license. You are al-
lowed to take non-game fish species such as 
needle nose gar, tilapia and carp. You can also 
take catfish, but it has to be over 34” and you 
are only allowed one per day. The state regula-
tions may be found in the Tennessee Fishing 
Guide. I recommend before you go, grab the 
regulations and make yourself familiar with 
them so you can make sure you are totally 
legal and have a memorable trip with no is-
sues. After your trip, the next question will be 
what to do with the fish you have just shot? 
I personally bring them home and will take 
them and throw them into a garden or food 

plot for fertilizer. 
I always recom-
mend bringing 
them with you 
and dispos-
ing of them, 
there’s nothing 
that turns non 
sportsmen and 
women off like 
pulling up to a 
boat ramp for a 
fun family day 
at the lake to the 
smell and sight 
of rotting de-
composing fish. 
That will instant-
ly leave a bad 
taste in some-
one’s mouth for 
the sport and 
give all bowfish-
ing a bad name. 
But before you 
dispose of your 
fish, if you’re a 
little adventur-
ous and like 
to try different 
things the needle 
nose gar taste 
great, and can be 
quickly cleaned and the meat made into pat-
ties and deep fried. It makes a great meal. On 
a gar all the meat is in their backstrap, so the 
cleaning process is quick but a little challeng-
ing to get to due to their hard, shell-like scales.

I highly recommend you give bowfishing 
a try. It’s a great way to get out on the water 
even if you don’t like to fish. It’s by far the best 
of both worlds. With summertime here I will 
definitely be writing a lot more about the sport 
of bowfishing. If anyone would like to join me 
at some point on a night out, give me a shout. 
If I’m available, I would love to introduce oth-
ers to the sport. I promise you will love it.

Marc Larese, FoxPro Field Staff

The  9th Annual Two Rivers Ford Open 
Bass Tournament was presented by the Wil-
son County Sports Council June 9 on Old 
Hickory Lake at Flippers landing.  

Tournament winner Sterling Brennis, in a 
one-man boat, weighed in 14.89 lbs of fish. 
Pictured: Lebanon Wilson County Chamber 
Chairman JB Owens presented Brennis with 
an $800 prize check. Total tournament payout, 
including cash and prizes, was over $3,000.

Second place and “Big Fish” winners were 
Micky Beck and Donnie Rodgers. Big Fish 
weight was 5.39 lbs. Third place was Dillion 
Massia and Steven Scoggins, fourth place was 
Chris Tarpley and David Bell, and fifth place 
was Johnnie Ford and Justin Thomas.

Special Thank you to title sponsor Two Riv-
ers Ford and to Reed Durham, Chris Durham 

and Paul Jew-
ell for their 
help each year.

P r o c e e d s 
fund two an-
nual scholar-
ships to Wil-
son County 
high school 
s t u d e n t s . 
The Best All 
Around Stu-
dent Athlete 
scholarship is awarded annually to one male 
and one female student. Scholarships are pre-
sented by the Wilson County Sports Council, 
a division of the Lebanon Wilson County 
Chamber of Commerce.

Bowfishing cures the summertime slump

Two Rivers Ford Open Bass Tournament held

Top left: Jimmy Morgan landed this 
huge 60 lb. monster catfish on Percy 
Priest Lake recently with a Zebco 33. 
Top right: Gage Vastola, age 15, of 
Watertown landed this 9.4 lb. bass 
in his recent family vacation to Lake 
Okeechobee in Clewiston, Fla. Gage 
also won a $100 pair of sunglasses for 
reeling in a bass weighing over 9 lbs. 
Left: Grandchildren Levi, Charli and 
Little Anna with their Pop John Vaden 
with a 21 lb. turkey 10-inch beard har-
vested earlier this year.Marc Larese and son, 

Hunter, with a carp and 
a long-nose gar they 
took while bowfishing.
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John Greer Jr. State Farm Insurance and Jackie Murphy with the Register of Deeds 
office recently recognized several men for their service and sacrifice for our country by 
presenting these military veterans with certificates of recognition and USA Presentation 
Flags.

Among veterans they honored were E. Gary Robinson, Robert Franklin Langford, 
Joseph C. Walters III, Gregory George Worbel and H. Ken Russ.

Robinson was in the U.S. Army 1968-70 and was deployed to Germany, holding the 
rank of Specialist 4th Class, Sharpshooter. He was a technical equipment and records 
specialist in the 41st Field Artillery Group.

Langford served in the U.S. Army 1959-1962 and was deployed to Japan, South Ko-
rea, Philippines and Taiwan, holding the rank of E5 Sgt. In the Airborne Division. He 
received the following awards/medals: Senior Parachutist, Good Conduct, National De-
fense Medal and S.E. Asia Service Medal.

Walters served in the U.S. 
Marines Corps 1948-1969 
and was deployed to Ko-
rea and later Vietnam. He 
was a Staff Sgt. And served 
as Motor Transfer Opera-
tions Chief. He received the 
following awards/medals: 
Presidential Unit Citation 
w/2 stars, Korean Service 
Medal w/3 stars, Vietnam 
Service Medal, United Na-
tions Service Medal, Nation-
al Defense Service Medal 
and Good Conduct Medal 
w/5 stars.

Wrobel served in the U.S. 
Army 1971-1994 and was 
deployed to Vietnam. He 
held the rank of  CW4 – 
Chief Warrant Officer and 
was an Army Aviator. He re-
ceived the following awards/medals: Combat Air Medal, Meritorious Service Medal and 
Master Army Aviator Medal.

Russ served in the U.S. Army 1962-1976 and in the U.S. Army National Guard 1977-
2001. He held the title of Special Forces Officer, A/C Pilot and the rank of Lieutenant 
Colonel. He was awarded the following medals/badges: Legion of Merit, Master Aviator, 
Master Parachutist badge, Ranger Tab and HALO badge. During his service, he was 
deployed to  Africa.

Cumberland University’s Ron Pavan, 
Woody Hunt and Mary Lewis Haley all 
received awards during the annual Mid-
South Conference Summer Meetings in 
Bowling Green, Ky.

Pavan was voted the Mid-South Con-
ference Athletic Director of the Year for 
his leadership and guidance within the 
league. The Phoenix won three confer-
ence titles during the 2017-18 academic 
year, including the women’s soccer regu-
lar season championship and conference 
tournament titles by men’s soccer and 
men’s golf.

Hunt received the Mid-South Confer-
ence Coaching for Significance Award 
presented by Forcht Bank for his impact 
on-and-off the field on the lives of his 
players as well as the baseball program’s 
community service within Lebanon and 
Wilson County.

Haley, professor of accounting and eco-
nomics, was recognized as one of the Mid-
South Conference Outstanding Faculty 
members for her continued service to the 
University as well as serving as an advisor 
and mentor with student-athletes in her 
classes.

From left: John Greer Jr., E. Gary Robinson and 
Jackie Murphy.

From left: Greer, Robert Franklin Langford and Mur-
phy.

From left: Greer, Joseph C. Walters III and Murphy.

From left: Greer, Gregory George Wrobel and Murphy.

From left: Greer, H. Ken Russ and Murphy.

John Greer Jr.,

Tony Shelton, Sue Shelton,

Janice Scruggs & Wayne Lokey

John Greer- State Farm Insurance Agency

Greer, Murphy recognize military veterans

CU’s Pavan, Hunt, Haley honored



The Edge * Thursday, June 21, 2018    17 

CU’s Pavan, Hunt, Haley honored

Pickett Chapel Restoration Work Day
A work day will be held Saturday, July 23 for the 

Pickett Chapel Restoration from 9 to 11 a.m. at 209 E. 
Market St., Lebanon. Bring work gloves. Members of 
the Wilson County Black History Committee will be 
present to discuss the history, chapel restoration and 
archaelogy of the site. 
Artist’s Guild offering workshops

Tennessee Artist’s Guild, Inc., is offering workshops 
this summer in Watertown and surrounding areas. Metal 
Jewelry workshops taught by Susan Thornton is July 28 at 
her Watertown studio, Thornton Metals, on Depot Street, 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 2 to 5 p.m. Stained Glass workshop 
taught by Sam Simms of Stained Glass Accessories is set 
for Aug. 5. Call Vickie Frazier at 615.697.5066 to sign 
up. Seats are limited and available on a first come, first 
served basis. There are fees for each workshop, payable in 
advance only. You may also stop by Artizan, 214 Public 
Square, Watertown, to sign up and make payment. Lim-
ited to ages 14 and up.
Meet the Mayor at Depot Junction

Meet the Wilson County Mayor is held the last 
Wednesday of every month. Mayor Randall Hutto 
holds open meetings each month in the three cities: 
8:30 to 10 a.m. at Mt. Juliet Chamber of Commerce; 
11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at Depot Junction Café (new lo-
cation); and 1:30 to 3 p.m. at Lebanon Chamber of 
Commerce. No appointment necessary. Drop by and 
talk with the mayor.
Wilson Board of Education meetings 

The Wilson County Board of Education meets in a 
Work Session on Thursday, July 12, at 3 p.m., followed 
by a regular Board Meeting at 6 p.m. on the same 
evening, at the Wilson County Board of Education 
Administrative and Training Complex, 415 Harding 
Drive, Lebanon, TN 37087. 
6th Congressional Dist. TEA Party meets

The Tennessee 6th Congressional District TEA Party 
meets Thursday, June 28, 7 p.m. in the schoolhouse at 
the James E. Ward Agriculture Center (fairgrounds) in 
Lebanon. Bobbie Patray, state president of the Tennes-

see Eagle Forum, is guest speaker and will address pres-
ent topics of the General Assembly. She is an advocate 
for pro-family and conservative values and a 40-year 
political activist. Refreshments served. Info: Chairman 
Rob Joines 615.305.5455 or join Rob on Facebook.
Chuckwagon Gang at Shop Springs

The Chuckwagon Gang Gospel group will be in 
concert at the Shop Springs Baptist Church on Friday 
night, June 29 starting at 6:30 p.m. The concert is free 
and open to the public. (A love offering will be taken 
during the concert)
Alexandria Open Pantry set June 23

Alexandria UMC Open Pantry for June HAS BEEN 
CHANGED to Saturday, June 23, 9-11 a.m. Open to 
communities of Dowelltown, Liberty, Alexandria, Wa-
tertown, Brush Creek. Returning clients, please bring 
back your boxes.
Round Lick food pantry 1st, 3rd Wed.

Round Lick Baptist church, Watertown, has a regu-
lar food pantry the 1st and 3rd Wednesday, 6-6:30 p.m 
monthly.
Watertown City Council meets June 19

Watertown City Council’s next meeting, postponed 
from earlier in May, is set for Tuesday, June 19 at 6 
p.m. at the Watertown Community Center, 8630 
Sparta Pike.
Watertown Volunteer Fire Fish Fry

Watertown Volunteer Fire Department holds a 
fund-raising Fish Fry the first Saturday, noon to 8 p.m. 
at the Public Safety Building in Watertown. Next fish 
fry is July 7.
Lascassas Fire Department Fish Fry

The Lascassas Volunteer Fire Department Fish Fry is 
held the second Saturday, at the firehall on Lascassas Pike. 
The next fish fry is Aug. 11, 4-8 p.m. There is NO fish fry 
in July.
Garden of Prayer meals program

Garden of Prayer Tabernacle, Inc., 1015 Bluebird Road, 
Lebanon, will be providing free meals to children in Leba-
non and various locations in Wilson County during the 
summer months of 2018. If you have a vacation Bible 
school or other summer activity that need free meals to be 
provided for children 18 years or younger, contact Angela 
Howard: 615.784.4620 or 615.752.7215. 

The Edge Calendar of Events Mark calendars for 
July 7 music event
Watertown Festival mixes
Jazz, Blues, Arts downtown
From Staff Reports

The Watertown Music and Arts Festival is Saturday, 
July 7 and features an incredible lineup. Musicians with 
world-wide followings will be in the square of Water-
town performing free to the public.

“This festival has been a part of Watertown for over 20 
years,” says Gabrielle Hardy, festival chairperson, “It was 
originally called the ‘Jazz Festival,’ and most of the music 
is still Jazz with some amazing Blues artists thrown in.”

Visual artists will have booths where they will sell 
their works. Darlene Shadden will be doing quick pas-
tel portraits for festival patrons and the Tennessee As-
sociation of Woodturners will be demonstrating.

Music includes:
4 p.m. The Jazz Alliance. Joe Morris, writer for Im-

ages of Mt. Juliet, says, “One group getting some positive 
buzz recently is the Jazz Alliance. The group has about 
18 members, and typically the whole roster is on hand 
for performances.”

5 p.m. Sugar Lime Blue: Ken Beck, The Wilson Post, 
wrote “Sugar Lime Blue….might just trip you back to 
the 1970s with their ultracool retro vibes, a musical melt-
ing pot that oozes a unique blend of country, rock, blues 
and jazz…” 

6 p.m. Chazz Williams: “Saxophonist Chazz Wil-
liams is an artist with a unique style of inspirational in-
strumental music. Being a native of Chicago, his music 
reflects elements of the Chicago smooth Jazz sound,” 
says a comment on the Fisk University site.

7 p.m. The Corey Mac Show: “A true blues man at 
heart, Corey Mac has been making a name for himself on 
the Nashville music scene for close to a decade. During 
that time, he has managed to hone his craft; sharing the 
stage with some of the greatest blues artists,” says Ralph 
Cowalski. 

8 p.m. Vantrease Jazz Band: Beck wrote, “A truly 
homegrown act, the Vantrease Jazz Band, headed by 
brothers Earl and Ernest Vantrease, will hit the stage. 
Earl, who plays trumpet, and Ernest, on keyboards, were 
raised in Watertown.” 

9 p.m. Glenn Martin: A composer, arranger, and jazz 
trombonist, Martin has worked as a clinician across the 
U.S. His compositions have been performed many.

10 p.m. Annie Sellick & Friends: Sellick’s “rendition 
of emotionally complex songs is masterful… she is also 
a stunning visual performer,” says critic Roger Crane, 
L.A. Jazz Scene.  

For more information, visit watertownmusicandarts.
com.
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The Minutes of the Board and Alder-
persons of City of Watertown, Wilson 
County, TN May 31, 2018. 

The Board of Mayor and Alderper-
sons of the City of Watertown, Wilson 
County TN met in regular session on 
May 31, 2018 at 6 p.m. at the Watertown 
Community Center.

Alderpersons Present: Tom Nix, Tony 
Lea, Kristie Cantrell and Mayor Mike 
Jennings.

Alderpersons Absent: Brandy Hol-
comb, Katie Smith and Brandon How-
ard.

Mayor Mike Jennings called meeting 
to order and led in prayer.

Mayor Jennings presented the April 
17, 2018 minutes for approval. Tony Lea 
made motion to approve minutes with 
proper second made by Kristie Cantrell. 
Motion carried unanimously.

Public Business
Mr. Tim Dowd asked the status of 

petition filed from last meeting on 
719 West Main Street. Mayor Jennings 
stated it has been sent to City Attorney 
Tim Davis to either oversee the building 
inspector holding that hearing or file a 
complaint with Chancery Court. 

Jill Doring resides at 615 West Main 
Street, Tammy Paradis resides at 622 
West Main Street and Paul Hill resides 
at 704 West Main Street all expressed 
their concerns to the city council about 
719 West Main Street. Mayor Jennings 
stated there will be some steps taken and 
more presence of our Police Officers in 
that area.

Police Report
Chief Laney presented police report 

to council. No questions were asked.
Mayor Jennings mentioned to Chief 

Laney there needs to be officers seen in 
the area of 719 West Main Street early, 
late and often. Mayor Jennings stated if 
there needs to be an extra officer work-

ing, then do so. Mayor Jennings also 
stated to take whatever extra steps to get 
this matter taken care of.

Tony Lea mentioned to have the speed 
check sign setting in the area. Mayor 
Jennings stated to have 
the sign set up next 
morning. 

Sewer Report
Dale Smith men-

tioned notice was pub-
lished in paper about 
the Sewer Use Ordi-
nance changes. Dale 
advised the ordinance 
is ready to be voted on 
for 1st reading. Mayor 
Jennings advised was 
not prepared to discuss 
for tonight but plan to 
vote on 1st reading at 
next council meeting.

Dale mentioned 
there was a sewer col-
lection system blockage 
on Memorial Day. Rob-
ert and Jimmy Morgan 
assisted Dale to remove 
blockage. The blockage was caused by a 
metal money box that somehow got into 
the sewer system. 

Fire Report
Chief John Jewell presented fire re-

port: 46 calls averaging 1.53 calls per 
day. Chief Jewell mentioned ISO was 
postponed until November. Chief Jewell 
also mentioned fish fry Saturday, June 
2, 2018. Chief Jewell mentioned last of 
June he will be retiring as Fire Chief. 
Mayor Jennings mentioned John has 
been involved with the Fire Department 
for 52 years. John has been chief approx-
imately 20 to 25 years. Mayor Jennings 
stated the charter gives him the author-
ity to make a temporary appointment, 
but the election of the fire chief is made 

by the city council. Mayor Jennings ad-
vised he can appoint someone as acting 
fire chief until city council names a new 
chief.

Old Business
Mayor Jennings 

recommends to City 
Council along with 
The Wilson County 
Library Board appoint 
for another three (3) 
year term to Represen-
tative William Taylor. 
Tony Lea made mo-
tion with proper sec-
ond made by Kristie 
Cantrell. Motion car-
ried unanimously.

Mayor Jennings 
made recommenda-
tion hiring full time 
police officer Tyler 
Sawyer.

Tom Nix made mo-
tion to approve with 
proper second made 
by Kristie Cantrell. 
Motion carried unani-

mously.
Mayor Jennings mentioned Modern 

Woodmen donated $2,500 to Parks on 
opening day, matching concession sales.

Mayor Jennings mentioned dump 
truck surplus and any other items that 
need to be declared surplus bring to 
next council meeting. 

New Business
Mayor Jennings advised he terminat-

ed Randy York from his water distribu-
tion operating agreement with The City 
of Watertown effective midnight tonight 
May 31, 2018. Mayor Jennings advised 
Randy had failed to provide proper re-
cords and documentation as required 
by TDEC. Mayor Jennings advised he 
would be looking for new operator. 
Tony Lea asked are the guys doing the 

water plant capable doing the water dis-
tribution system? Mayor Jennings stated 
he does not know but hopes they could 
give him some suggestions. 

Mayor Jennings gave updates on fi-
nancial reports.

Mayor Jennings mentioned TN Cen-
tral Economic Authority through the 
JECDB offered to pay for a new sign 
for the Industrial Park not to exceed 
$10,000. With the majority rule of the 
council, the purple sign has been ap-
proved. Tony Lea made motion to ap-
prove the purple sign with proper sec-
ond made by Tom Nix. Motion carried 
unanimously.

Mayor Jennings mentioned next 
meeting will be Tuesday, June 19, 2018.

Council Member Comments
Tom Nix stated thanks to John Jewell 

for his many years of service. 
Tom also mentioned if we have an 

ordinance in town people can’t live in 
a single wide. Mayor Jennings stated he 
would mention it to Tom Brashear.

Tony Lea also wanted to thank John 
Jewell for his many years of service and 
good luck. Tony asked if the police can 
go down under the bridge and check 
things out from time to time. Mayor 
Jennings stated, yes and thought was a 
good idea.

Kristie Cantrell concerns with trash 
past Commerce and sewer plant. 

Kristie also has the complaint of trash 
issues from Mrs. Janice Murray in her 
neighborhood.

John Jewell mentioned the dozen of 
air bottles needed by June 15th [cost-
ing] approximately $9000. Mayor Jen-
nings advised looking into getting what 
is needed and what can be purchased in 
this year’s budget and look at the bal-
ance at next year’s budget.

Tom Nix made motion to adjourn meet-
ing with proper second made by Kristie 
Cantrell. Motion carried unanimously.

“At the end of the day it’s not about what you have
or even what you’ve accomplished… it’s about who 

you’ve lifted up, who you’ve made better.
It’s about what you’ve given back.”

~ Denzel Washington

Watertown City Council minutes of May 31 meeting

‘Chief Jewell
mentioned last of June 

he will be retiring as 
Fire Chief. Mayor

Jennings mentioned 
John has been

involved with the Fire 
Department for 52 

years. John has been 
chief approximately

20 to 25 years.’
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CLASSIFIEDS 

Place Your 
Advertisement
with The Edge!

Email 
info@TheEdge.News 
or call 615.618.2184

NEWLY REMODELED
3 Bedrooms, 1 Bath with large detached 
garage on large lot. NEW HVAC, Roof, 

Windows, the list goes on.

APARTMENTS

“This institution is an 
equal opportunity 

provider and 
employer.”

Beckwith Apartments
302 Beckwith Avenue  Watertown

“I have learned silence from the talkative, toleration
from the intolerant, and kindness from the unkind;

yet strange, I am ungrateful to these teachers.” 
~ Kahlil Gibran

“We are all like the bright 
moon, we still have our 
darker side.” “We are all 
like the bright moon, we 

still have our darker side.” 
~ Kahlil Gibran

BUYING U.S. COINS
2018 SEASON IS NOW OPEN 
BOOTH OPEN SATURDAYS 
& SUNDAYS at Parkland Flea 
Market, Highway 231 South. 

See Gerald at Booth 16 or call 
615.519.7777.  Will come to you.

WANT TO BUY

SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Carpentry, Decks, Pressure Wash-
ing, Drywall, Plumbing, Electrical. 

Also specializing in landscap-
ing, property maintenance, pond/
waterfall design and installation. 

CDB Home Improvement Services, 
Dwayne Binkley, 615-917-4563. 

Free Estimates.   

SERVICES
MAINTENANCE PERSON

Maintenance person for
apartments complexes in

Alexandria and Carthage. Must 
have own tools. 30 hours per week. 
$9.50 to start, raise after 90 days.

Call (615)529-2904, email -
maplewoodapts1@yahoo.com,

Fax (615)529-2907      (t7/4)   

HELP WANTED

STORAGE UNITS AUCTION:
Notice is hereby given in order to 
satisfy the Owner’s lien, the con-

tents of the following storage units 
will be sold at the

address listed on Sparta 
Pike,Watertown, TN on Saturday, 

June 30, 2018 at 1:00 pm.
Watertown I, 9465 Sparta Pike

WA14    Rhonda Grisham
Watertown II, 9998 Sparta Pike

WE233     Laura Clark
WE255   Heather Burke

For Information call:
Nancy Harvey, 615-727-2505.

Some units might not be
available at Auction.

    (t6-21)

PUBLIC NOTICE
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Watertown’s Public Square and adjoining streets were filled with over 
a hundred vintage vehicles on Saturday, June 16 for the Rockabilly Car 
Show presented by the Tennessee Artist’s Guild, Inc., and GoodWheel 
Cruisers Car Club and sponsored by O’Reilly Auto Parts of Lebanon. Top 
right: Rachel Brandt, whose pin up name is Cat D Lack, posed in front of 
a purple antique truck and a Blue Bel Air. Second down: Toni Campbell, 
aka Sawyer Saint Sim, won the Miss Sweet Betty 2018 award in the Miss 
Rockabilly 2018 pin up contest. Third down: The band Hillbilly Casino 
rocks out with the help of 3-year-old Colby McCarter. Bottom right: a few 
of the 100-plus cars and trucks brought to downtown Watertown for the 
show and competition.  photos by Vickie Frazier, TN Artist’s Guild, Inc.

Rockabilly Car Show rocks square

Free electronic hearing tests will be given this month for all seniors. 
Hearing Health Center in Lebanon will offer this testing for anyone who 
suspects they are not hearing clearly. Using our video otoscope, we will be 
able to show you the inside of your ear canal. Let’s see if your problem could 
be as simple as too much earwax. We will then give you a full hearing 
evaluation, including speech understanding tests. Your results will be 
explained to you in clear, easy to understand terms and although we
encourage early correction of hearing loss you are under no obligation to encourage early correction of hearing loss you are under no obligation to 
purchase.
 • Approximately 15% of American adults (37.5 million) 18 and over 
     report some trouble hearing.
 • People suffering with Diabetes are four times more likely to develop 
  hearing loss.
 • People with hearing loss wait an average of seven years before 
    seeking help.
 • A 12-year study by Johns Hopkins School of Medicine found that 
  untreated hearing loss increased the risk for dementia.
 • Only one out of every five people who could benefit from a hearing aid
   actually wear one.
Demonstrations of the latest technology in better hearing will be available. Demonstrations of the latest technology in better hearing will be available. 
Hear for yourself how easy it can be to understand clearly again. This is an 
easy and safe way to get the answers to your hearing questions. Hearing 
Health Center has been serving Wilson County over 36 years and prides 
itself on being a great customer service company.

(615)444-5425
1417 W. Baddour Pkwy. Ste. A

Lebanon, TN 37087

Call for your
free hearing
test today!

1417 West Baddour Pkwy. Lebanon, TN 37087
On the grounds of Tennova Healthcare - Lebanon

Don’t miss the most important parts of life.
We can help you hear your best when it

ma�ers the most!


